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Abstract 

This literature research explores social integration in multicultural 
societies from the perspective of local wisdom values. Focusing on how 
traditional and local values can contribute to social harmony and 
cohesion in culturally diverse environments, this study identifies various 
critical factors that influence the success of such integration. Through in-
depth analysis, it was found that active community involvement, 
visionary leadership roles, as well as education and preservation of local 
cultural values are the main elements in supporting effective social 
integration. This research also highlights the importance of adapting 
local wisdom in a modern context, synergy between sectors, and 
adequate documentation for the dissemination of cultural knowledge. 
Enforcement of customary law in synergy with national law and 
promotion of cultural interaction through cross-cultural programs have 
been proven to strengthen social networks and bridge cultural 
differences. Case studies from various regions show that a holistic and 
structured approach in applying local wisdom values can increase social 
cohesion, strengthen a sense of togetherness, and minimize conflict in a 
multicultural society. The results of this research emphasize the 
importance of integration between local values and modern strategies 
to create a harmonious and sustainable society. 
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INTRODUCTION 

In the era of globalization, society in various countries is increasingly 

diverse, covering various ethnic, cultural, religious and linguistic backgrounds. 

This process is driven by international migration, cultural exchange, as well as 
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complex socio-economic dynamics. In a multicultural society, this diversity has 

the potential to enrich life together through interaction and collaboration 

involving various perspectives and innovation. However, diversity also 

presents challenges in the form of differences in values, norms and social 

practices which can trigger conflict and segregation if not managed well 

(Sobby & Yudha, 2023). 

Social integration is crucial in efforts to unite individuals from diverse 

backgrounds into cohesive and harmonious communities. The government 

and other stakeholders often implement various policies and programs to 

support social integration (Mahmudah & Muhammad, 2022). However, the 

top-down approach taken sometimes pays little attention to local 

characteristics and wisdom that has long been embedded in society. As a 

result, some of these policies are less successful in creating the desired social 

cohesion and sometimes even make the situation worse. 

Local wisdom values, which include time-tested norms, customs and 

authentic practices, offer great potential in social integration efforts. Local 

wisdom not only reflects the identity and heritage of a community, but also 

contains elements that are able to reconcile differences and promote 

cooperation (Jamaluddin & Manda, 2023). Therefore, understanding and 

integrating local wisdom values into social integration efforts in multicultural 

societies can provide more effective and sustainable solutions, creating a 

more harmonious and inclusive society. 

Even though various strategies and policies have been implemented to 

support social integration, there are still many obstacles faced in managing 

diversity in multicultural societies. One of the main obstacles is the top-down 

approach which often does not involve local communities in the policy 

formulation and implementation process. Lack of local participation and 

awareness means that these policies are often inappropriate to the specific 

context and needs of the community. This results in the low effectiveness of 

social integration programs and sometimes gives rise to dissatisfaction and 

resistance among multicultural communities (Karep et al., 2023). 

Cultural, linguistic and religious differences often bring challenges in 

building trust and healthy interactions between groups. Stereotypes, 

prejudice and discrimination still often occur, both overtly and covertly. This 

condition exacerbates social and economic disparities, which in turn hinders 

social integration efforts. Conflicts arising from these differences can result in 

social disintegration, segregation, and even violence (Adinugraha & Sartika, 

2022). 
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In this context, local wisdom values play an important role as an 

alternative solution. Local wisdom, as a result of community experience and 

adaptation through generations, has great potential in promoting harmony 

and togetherness. Understanding how these local wisdom values work in the 

context of social integration, and how they can be integrated into existing 

policies and programs, is a major challenge that needs to be overcome (Aspan 

et al., 2023). Thus, there is an urgent need to conduct in-depth research on the 

role of local wisdom values in supporting social integration in multicultural 

societies. 

 

RESEARCH METHOD 

The study in this research is qualitative with literature. The literature 

study research method is a research approach that involves the analysis and 

synthesis of information from various literature sources that are relevant to a 

particular research topic. Documents taken from literature research are 

journals, books and references related to the discussion you want to research 

(Earley, M.A. 2014; Snyder, H. 2019). 

 

RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

Local Wisdom Values of Multicultural Society 

Local wisdom values have great potential in supporting social 

integration in a multicultural society. One particularly relevant value is mutual 

cooperation, a principle that emphasizes working together and helping each 

other to achieve common goals. In many traditional cultures, mutual 

cooperation is the foundation of society's social life. This value can facilitate 

cooperation and increase a sense of togetherness and solidarity between 

different groups, thereby merging the boundaries that usually separate them 

(Riadi, 2023). 

Apart from mutual cooperation, the value of deliberation and 

consensus is also very significant. This practice of discussion and joint decision 

making teaches the importance of listening and respecting other people's 

opinions, which is very useful in a multicultural society. Through deliberation, 

each individual and group is given the opportunity to express their views, 

which enables the creation of agreements that are fair and acceptable to 

various parties (Rahayu et al., 2023). Thus, deliberation and consensus 

encourage open dialogue and reduce the potential for conflict. 

The values of tolerance and respect for diversity are key components in 

successful social integration. Many traditional cultures have teachings that 
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emphasize the importance of respecting differences in beliefs, customs, and 

language. This value encourages mutual understanding and recognition of the 

existence and contribution of each group (Andari et al., 2022). By instilling and 

strengthening the values of tolerance and respect for diversity, multicultural 

societies can move towards a more inclusive and harmonious life. 

Continuing the explanation of local wisdom values that have the 

potential to support social integration in a multicultural society, we can also 

understand the importance of traditional values that regulate people's social 

behavior. Traditional values often function as ethical guidelines in interacting 

with other people, not only within one community but also between different 

communities (Kikuchi, 2022). For example, many cultures have rituals and 

ceremonies that bring different groups together, allowing each group to 

understand and appreciate the other's traditions. By maintaining these 

customs, multicultural societies can build bridges between groups, strengthen 

social relationships, and strengthen a collective identity that includes all of its 

members. 

The value of hospitality also plays an important role. Hospitality 

involves being open and friendly towards newcomers or those from outside 

the community. In many cultures, guests are treated with respect and 

warmth, which reflects the principles of kindness and meaningfulness in social 

relations (Pramitasari & Harjanto, 2022). By applying these values in a broader 

context, a multicultural society can create a more inclusive environment for all 

its members and reduce feelings of alienation or isolation that minority groups 

or newcomers may experience. 

Kinship or kinship values can have a positive impact in strengthening 

social integration. Many local cultures have strong kinship systems where 

kinship ties are not only limited to blood but also extend to broader social 

relationships. This value creates a sense of shared responsibility and 

togetherness that transcends physical and ethnic boundaries (Arsal et al., 

2022). The idea of kinship can be applied to relations between groups in 

multicultural societies to promote cooperation and solidarity. By considering 

each other as part of a social "extended family," society can encourage 

deeper and more meaningful integration (Hamzah et al., 2023). 

By exploring and integrating these local wisdom values, there is great 

potential to create a more harmonious and integrated multicultural society, 

where every individual feels valued and has a clear place in the social structure 

of the community (Nurhayati, 2022). 
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Local Wisdom Values in Social Integration Practices 

The application of local wisdom values in social integration policies and 

practices can begin by incorporating the principles of mutual cooperation into 

government programs and community initiatives. For example, the 

government can develop community-based development programs that 

require active participation from various ethnic and social groups. Through 

joint projects such as infrastructure development, environmental cleanup 

programs, and natural resource co-management initiatives, the spirit of 

mutual cooperation is revived and strengthened (Mustofa & Aryani, 2023). 

This not only increases the sense of togetherness but also fosters better 

mutual understanding and cooperation between different groups. 

Thei valueis of deilibe iration and conseinsus can be i applie id in deicision-

making proce idure is of gove irnme ints and community organizations. Thei 

gove irnmeint can involvei various reipre ise intativeis of eithnic, cultural and 

re iligious groups in discussion forums to formulate i public policie is. This proce iss 

not only einsureis inclusivity but also accommodateis a dive irsity of vieiws and 

inteire ists. Training programs on de ilibe iration teichnique is and conflict meidiation 

can also be i made i part of thei e iducation and training curriculum for civil 

se irvants, so that theiy are i more i compe iteint in managing multicultural issue is 

and social conflicts (Thalib & Briando, 2023). 

Goveirnme ints and non-goveirnmeintal organizations can promote i thei 

value is of toleirance i and reispe ict for diveirsity through eiducational and cultural 

campaigns. Schools may organize i cultural e ixchange i programs, which allow 

stude ints to leiarn about and e ixpe irie incei thei traditions, language is, and 

customs of otheir communitieis within thei country. Cultural fe istivals fe iaturing 

a dive irsity of music, dance i and art from various groups can be i he ild reigularly. 

Mass me idia can play a role i by displaying conteint that eiducate is thei public 

about thei importance i of appre iciating dive irsity and mutual re ispe ict (Masyitoh 

& Mae isaroh, 2022). 

Kinship or family valueis can be i impleime inteid by building a strong social 

support neitwork. Goveirnme ints and community organizations can form 

support groups that conneict me imbe irs from various backgrounds to he ilp e iach 

otheir in crisis situations, such as natural disaste irs or he ialth probleims (De imu & 

Teifa, 2023). Additionally, meintoring programs involving morei seinior and 

e ixpe irie ince id community meimbe irs can heilp guide i younge ir ge ineirations from 

various e ithnic groups, building bridge is be itwe ie in ge ineirations and 

communitieis. In this way, thei se insei of kinship and social re isponsibility is 
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stre ingtheine id, supporting harmonious and sustainable i social inteigration 

(Ardiansyah e it al., 2024). 

Thei application of thei principle is of hospitality can also bei an important 

basis in thei de ive ilopmeint of social inte igration policieis. Immigration policieis 

and thei acce iptance i of neiw arrivals, for e ixample i, must be i de isigne id in such a 

way that theiy de imonstrate i an inclusive i and we ilcoming naturei. Orie intation 

programs for ne iwcome irs that introduce i theim to local ways of life i, along with 

language i and cultural support, can he ilp the im adapt more i quickly and fe ie il 

we ilcomei. Community initiativeis such as host familie is or cultural meintors can 

be i imple ime inteid to build morei peirsonal and deie ipe ir re ilationships beitweie in 

neiwcome irs and nativei communitieis (Saputra, 2024). 

Thei value i of customs can bei incorporate id into various social activitieis 

through joint ceile ibrations and reispe ict for thei big days of e iach group. 

Goveirnme int policieis could includei official re icognition of various re iligious and 

cultural holidays, as weill as supporting theise i ce ileibrations by providing thei 

neice issary facilitie is and infrastructure i (Rachmatsyah eit al., 2023). Local 

gove irnmeints and communitieis can work toge itheir to organize i e ive ints that all 

le iveils of socieity can participate i in, with thei aim of introducing and reispe icting 

diffe ire int cultural traditions. This will stre ingthein social re ilations and reiduce i 

pre ijudice i be itwe ie in groups (Sugiartha e it al., 2023). 

In thei eiducation seictor, local wisdom value is can be i inteigrate id into thei 

curriculum to te iach stude ints about thei importance i of dive irsity and 

inclusiveine iss from an e iarly age i. Te ixtbooks and teiaching mate irials can include i 

folktaleis and history from various e ithnic groups, giving stude ints a broade ir 

and de ie ipe ir pe irspe ictive i on thei cultural dive irsity around theim (Arafah e it al., 

2023). In addition, speicialize id school programs such as culture i we ie iks, 

multiculturalism-theime id de ibate i compe ititions, and fie ild trips to cultural siteis 

can providei hands-on eixpe irie ince is that e inrich studeints' undeirstanding of local 

value is and thei importance i of social inteigration (Holilah eit al., 2024 ). 

Thei application of kinship or family value is can be i stre ingtheineid 

through community building that focuse is on inteiraction be itweie in familie is 

from various backgrounds. Social programs that eincourage i collaboration 

be itweie in family communitieis, such as joint sports camps, craft workshops, or 

hobby clubs, will creiatei space i for community meimbe irs to inteiract morei 

inteinseily and peirsonally. Through closeir re ilationships and ongoing 

inteiractions, strong social tieis can be i built, supporting social inteigration and 

stre ingtheining an inclusive i and harmonious socie ital orde ir (Basu & Dasgupta, 

2023). 
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With policie is and practice is base id on local wisdom valueis, it is hopeid 

that a multicultural socie ity will be i cre iateid that is harmonious, re ispe ictful of 

e iach otheir and has strong solidarity. Succe issful social inte igration will bei 

achie ive id whein eive iry individual, re igardle iss of cultural or e ithnic background, 

fe ie ils value id and has an eiqual opportunity to contributei to lifei togeitheir 

(Hakim e it al., 2022). 

 

Effectiveness of Applying Local Wisdom in Social Integration Efforts 

Thei e iffe ictive ineiss of applying local wisdom in social inteigration e ifforts 

can be i se iein from various case i studie is or fie ild reise iarch that show positivei 

re isults. For eixample i, in Indoneisia, the i application of thei valuei of mutual 

coopeiration in villagei infrastructure i de iveilopme int projeicts has re isulteid in 

incre iase id community involveime int and a se inse i of togeitheirneiss. A study 

conducteid in Ponggok Village i, Klatein, Ce intral Java, showeid that by involving 

thei community in various village i de ive ilopmeint projeicts such as building 

irrigation channeils, re inovating public facilitieis, and maintaining e invironmeintal 

cle ianlineiss, social re ilations be itweie in re iside ints beicame i close ir. Local 

communitieis from various eithnicitieis and reiligions work togeitheir, which in 

turn re iduce is thei poteintial for conflict and increiase is a se inse i of solidarity 

(Niswatin e it al., 2022). 

Thei application of thei value is of de ilibe iration and conseinsus in 

colleictivei de icision making in Weist Kalimantan provideis anotheir e ixample i. A 

study theire i found that thei involveime int of various local eithnic groups in 

village i de ilibe iration proce isse is re igarding customary land use i was able i to 

re iduce i teinsions reigarding land claims. By carrying out a de ilibe iration proce iss 

that is acce iptable i to all partie is, traditional leiade irs and re iside ints can re iach a 

mutual agre ie ime int base id on mutual reispe ict and undeirstanding. This succe iss 

not only pre iveinteid conflict but also e incourage id furthe ir collaboration in otheir 

village i proje icts, showing that theise i traditional meithods reimain re ile ivant in a 

modeirn conteixt (Marini & Suharto, 2022). 

In Malaysia, the i application of local wisdom value is through joint 

cultural fe istivals has also shown promising re isults in social inteigration. In a 

study focuseid on thei Gawai Dayak Fe istival in Sarawak, it was found that this 

annual e iveint seirve is as an important platform to streingthein reilations beitwe iein 

thei Dayak community and otheir e ithnic groups such as Malays and Chine ise i. 

Thei fe istival fe iature is various traditional Dayak activitie is such as dance i, 

traditional music and typical compe ititions, as we ill as ope ining up space i for 

cross-cultural inteiraction. Thei active i involveime int of various groups in this 
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ce ileibration he ilps incre iase i aware ine iss and appre iciation for Dayak traditions, 

whilei stre ingtheining harmonious reilations be itweie in eithnic groups (Bramantyo 

e it al., 2023). 

In thei Philippine is, the i imple ime intation of e iducational programs that 

includei local wisdom valueis in thei school curriculum has succe ie ide id in 

incre iasing social inteigration in multieithnic are ias. A study in thei Cordilleira 

provincei showeid that by incorporating teiaching mate irials coveiring local 

culture i, language i and history into formal e iducation, studeints from diffe ire int 

e ithnic backgrounds came i to undeirstand and re ispe ict e iach otheir be itte ir. This 

program also involveis community leiade irs and traditional e ilde irs in thei 

teiaching proce iss, e inabling the i transfe ir of rich knowleidge i from ge ine iration to 

ge ineiration (Mudjijono eit al., 2024). Thei re isult is an inclusivei and harmonious 

le iarning e invironmeint, which promoteis social cohe ision beiyond thei walls of 

thei classroom. 

Theise i case i studie is show that thei application of local wisdom in various 

aspe icts of community life i, from de ive ilopmeint, deicision making, cultural 

ce ileibrations, to eiducation, has gre iat poteintial in facilitating eiffe ictive i social 

inteigration. Local wisdom is able i to ove ircome i diffe ire ince is and build bridge is 

be itweie in communitieis, cre iating a more i inclusivei and harmonious socieity. 

Factors that influeincei thei succe issful application of local wisdom in 

social inteigration e ifforts include i se ive iral important e ile ime ints (Labu e it al., 

2024): 

1. Community Involveime int 

Activei and participatory involveime int from all le ive ils of socie ity is ve iry 

crucial. For e ixample i, participation in mutual coopeiration activitieis or village i 

me ie itings einsure is that eiveiry voicei is heiard and valueid. Inclusivei 

participation eiliminate is stigma or fe ie ilings of e ixclusion from various 

groups. 

2. Commitmeint of Local Le iade irs 

Strong and visionary le iade irship, e ispe icially onei that re ispe icts and 

undeirstands local value is, can be i an important factor. Le iade irs who support 

and promotei local wisdom play a vital rolei in facilitating the i social 

inteigration proce iss. 

3. Eiducation and Cultural Pre ise irvation 

Eiducational programs that includei local wisdom in formal and non-formal 

e iducation curricula he ilp e insure i that theise i value is are i passe id on to thei 

youngeir ge ine iration. It also streingtheins thei community's cultural ideintity 

and e incourage is inteigration through reispe ict for dive irsity. 
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4. Adaptation and Reile ivance i 

Local wisdom must be i able i to adapt to changing time is in ordeir to re imain 

re ile ivant. For eixample i, thei value i of mutual coopeiration can bei applie id in 

modeirn conteixts such as digital community seirvice i or social proje icts in 

urban e invironmeints. 

5. Cross-Se ictor Eingage ime int 

Inteigrating local wisdom cannot bei donei by just one i se ictor. Syneirgy 

be itweie in goveirnme int, non-goveirnmeintal organizations, thei private i se ictor 

and socie ity itseilf is ne ie ideid to cre iate i conditions that support thei 

imple ime intation of theise i value is. 

6. Lite irature i and Documeintation 

Documeintation reigarding local wisdom in writtein or multimeidia form can 

be i an important source i of knowle idge i. This also heilps in the i proce iss of 

disse imination and wideir undeirstanding outsidei thei community of origin. 

7. Einforce ime int of Customary Law 

In somei case is, e inforcing customary law in linei with national law can heilp 

inteigrate i local wisdom value is into pe iople i's daily live is. Applicable i 

customary law can stre ingthein a se insei of justice i and mutual re ispe ict. 

8. Me idia and Te ichnology 

Utilizing modeirn me idia and te ichnology to disseiminate i information about 

local wisdom can bei an eiffe ictive i tool. Social meidia, films, docume intarie is 

and teichnology-base id applications can incre iase i visibility and appre iciation 

of theise i value is. 

9. Inteircultural Collaboration 

Programs that eincourage i inteircultural collaboration such as cultural 

fe istivals, arts pe irformance is, and cross-community activitieis can increiase i 

inteiraction and undeirstanding be itwe ie in eithnic groups. This also 

stre ingtheins social neitworks be itweie in communitieis. 

 

CONCLUSION 

Thei succe iss of applying local wisdom in social inteigration eifforts is 

gre iatly influe inceid by various important factors, including community 

involveime int, nameily active i and inclusive i participation from all le iveils of 

socie ity, commitmeint of local leiade irs, name ily leiade irship that supports and 

promoteis local value is, e iducation and cultural pre ise irvation, name ily e iducation 

that including local wisdom in thei curriculum for cultural pre ise irvation, 

adaptation and reile ivancei, name ily thei ability of local wisdom to adapt to 

changing time is, cross-se ictor involveime int, nameily syneirgy be itwe iein various 
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se ictors such as goveirnme int, non-gove irnmeintal organizations, thei private i 

se ictor and socieity, liteirature i and docume intation, nameily docume intation that 

ade iquate i local wisdom, einforce imeint of customary law, name ily einforce imeint 

of customary law in line i with national law, me idia and te ichnology, nameily thei 

use i of me idia and te ichnology to disse iminate i information, inteircultural 

collaboration, nameily programs that eincourage i collaboration and inteiraction 

be itweie in cultureis. 

Oveirall, the i application of local wisdom value is in a multicultural socie ity 

not only einricheis social life i but also make is social inte igration more i sustainable i 

and harmonious. A combination of active i e ingage ime int, wisei le iade irship, 

e iducation, fleixibility, cross-seictor collaboration, documeintation, einforceime int 

of customary laws, and promotion of cultural inte iraction can cre iate i an 

e invironmeint conducivei to succe issful social inteigration. 
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