
 
  

e-ISSN: 3030-802X  

 

1 

DISMANTLING THE NOTION OF DIGITAL FREEDOM IN THE CONTEMPORARY ERA: 
ANALYSING THE ISLAMIC DISCOURSE ON ETHICS, RESPONSIBILITY, AND ITS 

DYNAMIC INFLUENCE ON TECHNOLOGICAL ADVANCEMENTS 
 

Loso Judijanto *1 
IPOSS Jakarta, Indonesia 

losojudijantobumn@gmail.com 
 

Ismail Nasar 
Unika St Paulus Ruteng, Indonesia 

nasarismail8@gmail.com 
 

Muhammadong 
Universitas Negeri Makassar, Indonesia  

muhammadong@unm.ac.id 
 

Khaerunnisa 
Universitas Negeri Makassar, Indonesia 

khaerunnisa@unm.ac.id 
 

Mohammad Ahmad Bani Amer 
Mutah University, Jordan 

 

Abstract 
In the rapidly evolving landscape of the contemporary era, digital freedom has 
become a focal point, influencing how societies interact with and adapt to 
technological advancements. This paper undertakes a comprehensive 
exploration, focusing on the Islamic discourse on ethics and responsibility as a 
guiding framework in assessing digital freedom. Through a systematic literature 
review, this study critically examines prevailing notions of digital freedom, 
analyzes Islamic ethical perspectives, and investigates the dynamic influence of 
these principles on technological advancements. The discussion encompasses 
case studies from Islamic countries, global perspectives at the intersection of 
Islamic ethics and technology, and the implications of this discourse for 
dismantling conventional ideas surrounding digital freedom. The critique and 
challenges section provides insights into potential limitations, areas for 
improvement, and challenges in implementing Islamic ethical principles in the 
digital age. The implications for future research emphasize the need to explore 
the adaptability and relevance of Islamic ethical frameworks in the face of 
emerging technological challenges. 
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Introduction 

In the rapidly evolving landscape of the contemporary era, digital freedom has 

emerged as a pivotal and multifaceted phenomenon, shaping how societies interact, 

communicate, and govern themselves (Reed, 2018). This intricate tapestry of freedom 

within the digital realm encompasses a broad spectrum of rights, ranging from the 

freedom of expression to the right to privacy. As technologies continue to advance, the 

significance of digital freedom has become increasingly pronounced, permeating 

various aspects of our daily lives, from social interactions to political engagements 

(Rashid & Rashid, 2023). Digital freedom encapsulates the empowerment of individuals 

to access, share, and create information without undue restrictions. The proliferation of 

digital technologies has ushered in an era where information flows ubiquitously, 

fostering connectivity and democratizing access to knowledge. Understanding the 

multifaceted nature of digital freedom is paramount in comprehending its implications 

for societies globally (Nadoleanu et al., 2022). 

The purpose of this literature review is threefold: first, to critically examine and 

dismantle prevailing notions of digital freedom, delving into its conceptual 

underpinnings and evolving definitions. Second, the review analyzes the Islamic 

discourse on ethics and responsibility within the digital realm. Islamic perspectives on 

morality and virtue play a crucial role in shaping ethical considerations in various 

domains, and their relevance to the digital space warrants exploration. Lastly, the 

review aims to elucidate the dynamic influence of Islamic ethics on technological 

advancements, assessing how these principles guide or challenge the trajectory of 

technological innovation (Suroso et al., 2021). Dismantling notions of digital freedom 

involves a nuanced exploration of the challenges and complexities inherent in the digital 

age. Privacy concerns, cybersecurity threats, and the manipulation of information are 

vital facets that demand scrutiny. By dissecting these challenges, this literature review 

seeks to contribute to a deeper understanding of the impediments to achieving a 

genuinely free digital landscape. 

The Islamic discourse on ethics and responsibility introduces a unique 

perspective rooted in Shariah principles and moral considerations. As the Islamic world 

engages with modern technologies, it becomes imperative to analyze how these ethical 

guidelines intersect with the digital domain. The review will explore individual and 

collective responsibilities, highlighting how Islamic principles guide ethical 

considerations in technological innovation (Kader, 2021). Understanding the dynamic 

influence of Islamic ethics on technological advancements involves examining case 

studies from Islamic countries, highlighting examples of ethical technological practices. 

Additionally, the review will explore the global perspectives at the intersection of 

Islamic ethics and digital technologies, exploring collaborations, conflicts, and the 

emergence of global ethical standards (Komaruddin et al., 2023). 
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In the subsequent sections, each of these facets will be explored in depth, 

providing a comprehensive overview of the current state of digital freedom, the Islamic 

ethical framework, and the dynamic interplay between the two in the context of 

technological advancements. 

 
Research Method 

The methodology employed for this literature review was deliberately 

systematic, designed to ensure a thorough and unbiased exploration of the 

interconnected themes surrounding digital freedom, Islamic ethics, and technological 

advancements. The initial phase involved a targeted search strategy, wherein relevant 

databases such as PubMed, IEEE Xplore, and JSTOR were meticulously identified to 

encompass a broad spectrum of scholarly sources. The formulation of precise keywords 

and search terms aimed to capture the essence of the review's objectives, ensuring a 

focused retrieval of pertinent literature. In establishing inclusion and exclusion criteria, 

the selection process prioritized high-quality, peer-reviewed sources that directly 

contributed to dismantling notions of digital freedom and unraveling the Islamic 

discourse on ethics and responsibility (Behl et al., 2022). 

The screening process, integral to the methodology, entailed a rigorous 

evaluation of titles and abstracts to filter out duplications and identify literature aligned 

with the research objectives. Criteria for inclusion emphasized scholarly rigor, 

relevance, and credibility, with a preference for recent publications from reputable 

sources. The subsequent quality assessment phase scrutinized the chosen literature's 

methodologies, author credibility, and the overall academic standing of the publications 

(Hennessy et al., 2019). The data extraction process involved synthesizing key findings 

and identifying recurring themes, allowing for the distillation of relevant insights. This 

systematic approach facilitated information organization into cohesive categories, 

laying the foundation for the comparative analysis of different perspectives. 

Additionally, the critical evaluation of methodologies employed in primary sources 

aimed to ensure the reliability and validity of the literature under review. 

By adhering to this meticulous methodology, this literature review contributes a 

nuanced and comprehensive understanding of the complex interplay between digital 

freedom, Islamic ethics, and technological advancements, fostering a deeper 

appreciation for the multifaceted nature of these evolving concepts in the 

contemporary era. 

 
Results 

Digital Freedom: A Critical Examination 

In the ever-evolving landscape of the digital era, the concept of digital freedom 

stands at the intersection of technological progress and individual rights. A thorough 

examination begins with exploring the definition and evolution of digital freedom. 
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Historically, digital freedom has transformed with technological advancements, 

evolving from early notions of unrestricted access to information to contemporary 

considerations of digital interactions' ethical implications. The historical context 

provides a foundation for understanding the changing dynamics and societal 

expectations that have shaped digital freedom over time (Al Shaher et al., 2023). 

Contemporary perspectives on digital freedom reflect the intricate tapestry of 

rights and responsibilities in the digital realm (Hess & Waller, 2017). It encompasses the 

freedom of expression, access to information, and the right to privacy, each intertwined 

with the digital experiences of individuals and societies. The ongoing evolution of digital 

freedom is marked by an increasing awareness of the ethical dimensions associated 

with using digital technologies, making it imperative to assess the current state of affairs 

critically. Challenges to digital freedom loom large in this technologically driven age 

(Allen et al., 2020). Privacy concerns, as a primary challenge, have intensified with the 

proliferation of data-driven technologies. Individuals grapple with the trade-off 

between convenience and the protection of their personal information. Cybersecurity 

threats pose another significant challenge as the digital landscape becomes a 

battleground for malicious actors seeking to exploit vulnerabilities (Dillon et al., 2021). 

The constant evolution of cyber threats necessitates vigilant efforts to safeguard digital 

freedoms. 

Information manipulation, a subtler yet pervasive challenge, threatens the 

integrity of digital spaces (Susser et al., 2019). The deliberate spread of misinformation, 

manipulation of narratives, and algorithmic biases contribute to a distorted digital 

environment. Addressing these challenges requires a multifaceted approach, 

considering technological, legal, and ethical dimensions to uphold the principles of 

digital freedom (Stahl, 2021).  

 
Table 1: Challenges to Digital Freedom 

Challenges Description 

Privacy Concerns 
It balances individual privacy rights with the demand for data-driven 
services and the implications for trust. 

Cybersecurity 
Threats 

They protect digital spaces from malicious activities, including 
hacking, data breaches, and cyber-attacks. 

Information 
Manipulation 

We are combating the deliberate spread of misinformation, 
algorithmic biases, and manipulation of digital narratives. 

Created, 2023 

 
Islamic Discourse on Ethics and Responsibility 

Navigating the intricate terrain of digital freedom necessitates a thorough 

dissection of challenges, profound analysis of their implications, and exploration of 

viable solutions. A critical examination is paramount as privacy concerns and 
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cybersecurity threats escalate in our technology-driven era. Striking a balance between 

convenience and personal information protection is imperative. Moreover, combatting 

information manipulation, marked by deliberate misinformation and algorithmic biases, 

demands a multifaceted approach. The journey involves technological considerations 

and a holistic integration of legal and ethical dimensions. By addressing these challenges 

conscientiously, we pave the way for a balanced, responsible, and ethical digital future 

(De Gagne et al., 2023). 

In exploring the Islamic discourse on ethics and responsibility, a foundational 

understanding begins with an overview of Islamic ethics, which are deeply rooted in 

Shariah principles. These principles form the ethical framework guiding the conduct of 

individuals and communities within the Islamic tradition. As a comprehensive set of 

principles derived from the Quran and Hadith, Shariah serves as a moral compass, 

shaping ethical considerations in various domains, including the rapidly evolving digital 

landscape (Furqani et al., 2020). Morality and virtue, integral components of Islamic 

ethics, underscore the importance of ethical conduct in personal and communal life. The 

teachings of Islam emphasize cultivating virtuous qualities and fostering a sense of 

responsibility towards oneself and others. This ethical foundation provides a lens 

through which the Islamic discourse engages with contemporary challenges, including 

technological advancements. 

Within the Islamic context, responsibility takes on a dual dimension – individual 

and collective responsibility. Individual responsibility entails the ethical conduct of each 

person, guided by Islamic principles, in their personal and digital interactions. The notion 

of accountability is deeply ingrained, emphasizing the consequences of individual 

actions on oneself and the broader community (Barom, 2018). Collective responsibility, 

another critical aspect, highlights the shared ethical obligations of communities and 

societies. This concept extends to the digital realm, where the collective actions of 

individuals shape the ethical landscape of the online world. The Islamic ethical 

perspective emphasizes the interconnectedness of individuals within the broader 

Muslim community, encouraging collaborative efforts to maintain ethical standards. 

The compatibility of Islamic ethics with technological advancements is a dynamic 

area of exploration. Ethical considerations in technology, encompassing privacy, 

artificial intelligence, and digital transactions, are evaluated through Islamic principles. 

This examination extends to the development and deployment of technology, where 

Islamic guidelines for technological innovation provide a framework for ensuring that 

advancements align with ethical standards (Hemmet, 2023). 
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Table 2: Islamic Ethics and Responsibility 

Aspects Description 

Overview of Islamic Ethics 
Shariah principles and moral and virtuous conduct are 

derived from the Quran and Hadith. 

Responsibility in the Islamic 
Context 

Individual and collective responsibility, emphasizing 
accountability and ethical obligations. 

Compatibility with 
Technological Advancements 

Evaluation of ethical considerations in technology and 
Islamic guidelines for technological innovation. 

Created, 2023 

 
As the Islamic discourse on ethics and responsibility intersects with the digital 

age, understanding these principles becomes crucial for fostering a harmonious 

integration of technology within the framework of Islamic ethics. Exploring ethical 

considerations and responsibilities in the digital realm contributes to a more nuanced 

understanding of the dynamic relationship between Islam and technology. 

 
Dynamic Influence on Technological Advancements 

The dynamic influence of Islamic ethics on technological advancements is 

evident in the trajectory of digital progress within Islamic countries. A scrutiny of case 

studies provides insight into how these nations navigate technological landscapes while 

adhering to ethical principles. Noteworthy are examples of ethical, technological 

practices where Islamic values guide the development and deployment of digital 

solutions. Whether in financial technologies adhering to Islamic banking principles or 

healthcare technologies respecting privacy and ethical treatment, these case studies 

exemplify the conscientious integration of technology in alignment with Islamic ethics 

(Mubarak et al., 2022). Beyond individual practices, the impact of technological progress 

on societal values and norms within Islamic countries is a crucial dimension. As 

technology becomes integral to daily life, it shapes cultural practices, social interactions, 

and economic structures. Examining this impact allows a nuanced understanding of 

how Islamic societies balance embracing technological advancements and preserving 

cultural and ethical values. 

Global perspectives at the intersection of Islamic ethics and digital technologies 

reveal a complex interplay of collaboration and conflict with Western perspectives. 

Collaborations often arise in pursuing shared goals, such as ethical AI development or 

promoting digital inclusivity. However, conflicts may emerge when differing ethical 

frameworks clash, such as in debates over privacy standards or content moderation. 

Navigating these intersections requires understanding the diverse ethical landscapes 

and an openness to dialogue between Islamic and Western perspectives (Choudhury, 

2019). Establishing global ethical standards in technology is crucial to this dynamic 

influence. As technology transcends geographical boundaries, the need for universally 
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accepted ethical norms becomes paramount. Islamic ethics, emphasizing justice, equity, 

and accountability, contributes to the broader discourse on establishing ethical 

standards that resonate across cultures. This collaborative effort strives to create a 

digital ecosystem where technological advancements align with shared ethical 

principles, fostering a global environment of trust and responsibility. 

 
Table 3: Dynamic Influence on Technological Advancements 

Aspects Description 

Case Studies: Islamic Countries and 
Technological Progress 

Exemplification of ethical and technological 
practices and their impact on societal values and 
norms. 

Global Perspectives: Intersection of 
Islamic Ethics and Digital 
Technologies 

Collaboration and conflict with Western 
perspectives and the pursuit of global ethical 
standards are explored. 

Created, 2023 

 
The dynamic influence of Islamic ethics on technological advancements is not 

confined to regional boundaries; it extends globally, contributing to the broader 

discourse on ethical considerations in the digital age. As technology continues to evolve, 

this influence shapes the narrative of responsible and conscientious innovation, 

fostering a harmonious integration of technological progress within the framework of 

Islamic ethics on a global scale. 

 
Critique and Challenges 

The Islamic discourse on digital freedom, deeply rooted in ethical traditions, 

undergoes scrutiny to uncover potential limitations, areas for improvement, and 

challenges encountered in its implementation in the digital age. 

 

Critique of Islamic Discourse on Digital Freedom 

The discourse may face limitations arising from interpretative variations among 

scholars and the dynamic nature of technology. Diverse interpretations across Islamic 

schools of thought can introduce discrepancies in applying ethical guidelines to digital 

practices. Moreover, technological progress's swift pace may challenge Islamic ethical 

frameworks' currency, potentially rendering them inadequate in addressing emerging 

ethical dilemmas (Azad, 2017). 

 
Table 4: Critique of Islamic Discourse on Digital Freedom 

Aspects Considerations 

Potential 
Limitations 

Interpretative variations among scholars, discrepancies in applying 
ethical guidelines, and technological obsolescence. 
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Aspects Considerations 

Areas of 
Improvement 

Ongoing refinement to address contemporary challenges, fostering 
relevance and adaptability. 

Created, 2023 

 
Challenges in Implementation 

Balancing Technological Progress and Ethical Values is a primary challenge in 

implementing Islamic ethical principles in the digital age. It revolves around delicately 

balancing technological progress and ethical values, where pursuing innovation and 

economic growth may sometimes overshadow ethical considerations. Striking this 

balance demands a careful assessment of the societal impact of technological 

advancements and the integration of ethical guidelines in digital technology 

development (Taufik, 2020). 

Addressing Diverse Perspectives within the Islamic World is another challenge. 

The Islamic world, characterized by diverse cultural, social, and political perspectives, 

needs help implementing a unified ethical framework for digital freedom. Varying 

interpretations of Shariah principles, cultural norms, and legal frameworks across 

Islamic nations necessitate an approach that respects diversity while fostering a shared 

commitment to fundamental ethical principles. Bridging these differences is crucial for 

the effective implementation of Islamic ethics in the digital domain (Tibi, 2023).  

 

Discussion 

The discourse on digital freedom within the Islamic ethical framework prompts 

a nuanced examination of its implications, limitations, and potential trajectories. In 

critiquing the Islamic discourse on digital freedom, it is essential to acknowledge its 

strengths and improvement areas. 

The potential limitations of the Islamic discourse on digital freedom arise from 

interpretative variations among scholars, reflecting the diverse perspectives within the 

Islamic tradition. While enriching the discourse, this diversity can also lead to 

discrepancies in applying ethical guidelines to the rapidly evolving digital landscape. 

Moreover, the dynamism of technology poses a challenge, as ethical frameworks may 

need help to keep pace with emerging ethical dilemmas. Continuous refinement and 

adaptation of these ethical guidelines are crucial to ensuring their relevance and 

applicability (Sahin, 2018). The challenges in implementation are twofold. Firstly, 

balancing technological progress and ethical values is intricate, requiring a delicate 

equilibrium. The pursuit of innovation and economic growth may sometimes 

overshadow ethical considerations. Striking this balance necessitates a thoughtful 

evaluation of the societal impact of technological advancements and the integration of 

ethical guidelines in digital technology development. 
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Secondly, addressing diverse perspectives within the Islamic world is a complex 

challenge. The varied interpretations of Shariah principles, cultural norms, and legal 

frameworks across Islamic nations demand an approach that respects this diversity 

while fostering a shared commitment to fundamental ethical principles. Building 

bridges between these differences is paramount for effectively implementing Islamic 

ethics in the digital domain (Bindabel, 2020). The discussion extends to the potential 

improvements and opportunities for the Islamic discourse on digital freedom. Ongoing 

refinement of ethical guidelines is essential to address contemporary challenges posed 

by technologies such as artificial intelligence, data privacy, and digital surveillance. 

Encouraging continuous scholarly dialogue and collaboration can contribute to a more 

comprehensive and adaptable Islamic ethical framework (Alkouatli, 2018). 

In conclusion, the Islamic discourse on digital freedom is a dynamic and evolving 

conversation that reflects the complex interplay between ethical principles and 

technological advancements. The critique and challenges outlined underscore the need 

for ongoing refinement, adaptability, and thoughtful consideration of diverse 

perspectives within the Islamic world. As digital technologies continue to reshape 

societies, the ethical foundations provided by the Islamic discourse play a crucial role in 

navigating this ever-changing landscape (Daradkeh, 2023).  

 
Conclusion 

In summarizing the exploration of digital freedom within the Islamic ethical 

framework, this discussion has uncovered vital findings and implications for future 

research and offered final thoughts on dismantling notions of digital freedom in the 

contemporary era through the lens of Islamic discourse on ethics and responsibility. The 

review has illuminated the multifaceted nature of digital freedom, emphasizing its 

historical evolution and contemporary significance. Challenges such as privacy 

concerns, cybersecurity threats, and information manipulation were dissected to 

understand the complex landscape comprehensively. The Islamic discourse on ethics 

and responsibility was examined, encompassing Shariah principles, individual and 

collective responsibilities, and the compatibility of these principles with technological 

advancements. 

Case studies from Islamic countries highlighted ethical and technological 

practices and their impact on societal values. Global perspectives explored 

collaboration and conflicts with Western viewpoints, emphasizing the pursuit of global 

ethical standards in technology. The critique and challenges section delved into 

potential limitations, areas for improvement, and challenges in implementing Islamic 

ethical principles in the digital age. The findings underscore the need for future research 

to delve deeper into the evolving intersection of Islamic ethics and digital technologies. 

Investigating the adaptability and relevance of Islamic ethical frameworks to emerging 

technological challenges, such as artificial intelligence and blockchain, presents a fertile 



10 
 

area for exploration. Additionally, understanding how Islamic countries navigate the 

balance between technological progress and ethical values can provide insights into the 

dynamics of innovation within diverse cultural contexts. 

Further research might also focus on the role of education and awareness in 

promoting ethical digital practices within Islamic societies. Examining the impact of 

digital literacy initiatives and ethical education on individual and collective 

responsibilities can contribute to fostering a more conscientious digital culture. In 

concluding this review, it is evident that the Islamic discourse on ethics and 

responsibility provides a unique and valuable perspective in navigating the complexities 

of digital freedom. The critique and challenges outlined acknowledge the imperfections 

inherent in any ethical framework and the delicate balance required in implementing 

these principles. 

As technology continues to advance, the Islamic ethical framework serves as a 

guiding light, promoting values of justice, equity, and accountability. Dismantling 

notions of digital freedom requires continuous dialogue, adaptation, and collaboration 

between diverse perspectives. The Islamic discourse contributes to this conversation, 

fostering a holistic understanding of digital freedom that respects cultural diversity 

while upholding fundamental ethical principles. In the contemporary era, the journey 

towards a harmonious integration of technology and ethics requires ongoing reflection, 

scholarly engagement, and a commitment to principles prioritizing individuals' and 

societies' well-being and dignity. The Islamic discourse on ethics and responsibility is a 

testament to the enduring relevance of ethical considerations in shaping the digital 

landscape. 
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