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Abstract 

This literature review delves into the intricate dynamics of presidential elections, 
focusing on an international comparison between Indonesia and other countries 
from 2015 to 2020. The study explores historical contexts, democratic trajectories, 
socio-political landscapes, shifting voter dynamics, and the overarching objectives 
of presidential elections. Indonesia's unique transition to democracy and its 
impact on electoral processes are examined, highlighting the interconnectedness 
between the nation's democratic ideals and the dynamics of presidential 
elections. Socio-political landscapes emerge as crucial determinants, with regional 
variations, linguistic differences, and socioeconomic factors influencing voter 
behavior. Shifting voter dynamics are analyzed, emphasizing the role of economic 
conditions, educational levels, and regional disparities in shaping voter 
preferences. Thematic organization guides the exploration of overarching 
election objectives, encompassing campaign strategies, electoral participation, 
media influences, and more. A comparative lens is applied to discern 
commonalities and distinctions, synthesizing existing knowledge and contributing 
to the global discourse on presidential elections. Supported by a rigorous 
methodology, including a systematic search strategy and quality assessment, this 
study draws from diverse sources to ensure a robust foundation for cross-national 
comparisons. In conclusion, the research provides nuanced insights into the 
factors influencing presidential elections, contributing to a deeper understanding 
of the intricate dynamics shaping these pivotal democratic processes globally. 
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Introduction 

Presidential elections hold a monumental status in the intricate tapestry of 

democratic nations, serving as a reflection of the people's collective will and molding 

the political terrain for years to come (Diamond, 2008). The dynamics surrounding these 

elections are multifaceted, influenced by historical legacies, cultural nuances, and 

institutional structures. This comprehensive literature review explores the intricate 

dynamics surrounding presidential elections, undertaking an international comparison 

that spans Indonesia and other nations navigating the complex process of selecting 

their head of state. 

In the contemporary era marked by unprecedented global interconnectedness, 

understanding the similarities and disparities in the mechanisms and outcomes of 

presidential elections becomes imperative (Norris, 2011). This study aims to contribute 

significantly to this understanding by synthesizing existing literature on the subject, 

with the goal of providing nuanced insights into common trends and unique features 

characterizing presidential elections in diverse geopolitical contexts. 

Delving into the historical context, Indonesia, a vast Southeast Asian 

archipelago, has undergone profound political transformations since its transition to 

democracy (Aspinall & Mietzner, 2010). The nation's presidential elections, serving as a 

cornerstone of its democratic journey, bear witness to evolving socio-political 

landscapes and the shifting dynamics of its electorate. The historical context of 

Indonesia's transition to democracy sets the stage for understanding the unique 

challenges and triumphs of its presidential elections (Power & Warburton, 2020). The 

democratic trajectory of Indonesia is marked by struggles, triumphs, and continual 

evolution (Tomsa, 2008). The examination of presidential elections provides a unique 

lens to understand the resilience of Indonesia's democratic institutions amid challenges 

posed by its diverse population and complex societal structures. Analyzing critical 

milestones in this journey enhances understanding of the factors influencing the 

democratic fabric of the nation (Aspinall & Sukmajati, 2015). 

Moving to the socio-political landscapes within which presidential elections 

unfold, it becomes evident that they are crucial determinants of their dynamics. 

Indonesia's unique blend of cultures, languages, and traditions adds layers of 

complexity to its electoral processes (Hefner, 2019). Regional variations, cultural 

differences, and socioeconomic factors contribute to the complexities of voter 

behavior. Voters play a pivotal role in shaping the outcomes of presidential elections. 

The dynamics of voter behavior in Indonesia have been subject to shifts influenced by 

economic conditions, educational levels, and regional disparities (Mietzner, 2013). An in-
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depth examination of shifting voter dynamics provides valuable insights into the 

evolving nature of political participation in Indonesia (Hadiz, 2016). 

The primary objective of this literature review study is to identify and analyze the 

critical dynamics of presidential elections in Indonesia, comparing them with those in 

other countries (Nai & Garzia, 2018). By synthesizing scholarly works, the study aims to 

uncover commonalities and distinctions in the factors influencing the electoral 

processes, campaign strategies, voter behaviors, and the subsequent impact on 

governance structures. The decision to undertake an international comparison stems 

from recognizing that presidential elections are embedded in broader global trends 

(Katz & Crotty, 2017). Examining presidential elections as part of a broader global 

narrative aims to identify shared challenges and successes that transcend national 

boundaries. This comparative approach facilitates a deeper appreciation of the interplay 

between domestic and international factors in the democratic processes of diverse 

nations. 

This literature review examines existing scholarly works organized thematically 

to encompass various facets of presidential elections (Booth, 2016). The thematic 

organization is imperative to provide a cohesive narrative that captures the 

multidimensional nature of presidential elections. The exploration includes campaign 

strategies, electoral participation, media influences, and other pertinent factors. In 

conclusion, the literature review contributes to the scholarly discourse on presidential 

elections by synthesizing existing knowledge and offering a comparative lens on 

Indonesia (Klinken, 2019). The aim is to enhance collective comprehension of the 

intricate dynamics defining these pivotal democratic processes on the global stage. 

 
Methodology: Literature Review 

The methodology employed in this study involves a comprehensive literature 

review to systematically analyze and synthesize existing scholarly works about 

presidential elections in Indonesia and other comparable nations. This section outlines 

the systematic approach taken to identify, review, and integrate relevant literature for 

a nuanced understanding of these electoral processes' critical dynamics. 

A systematic search strategy was employed to identify scholarly works relevant 

to the dynamics of presidential elections (Cooper, 2016; Sampson et al., 2009; Moher et 

al., 2009). Databases such as PubMed, JSTOR, and Google Scholar were utilized. The 

search strings included combinations of keywords such as "presidential elections," 

"Indonesia," "comparative analysis," and "electoral dynamics" to ensure a broad yet 

focused retrieval of pertinent literature. 

The search strategy incorporated Boolean operators and keywords to cast a 

wide net while ensuring relevance. This iterative process was crucial to capturing a 

comprehensive selection of literature that spans the specificities of Indonesia's 

elections and the broader international context. 



435 
 

Inclusion criteria were established to encompass scholarly works that provided 

in-depth insights into the dynamics of presidential elections, focusing on both Indonesia 

and other countries (Higgins & Green, 2011; Petticrew & Roberts, 2006; Booth, 2016). 

Peer-reviewed articles, academic books, and reputable reports were prioritized. 

Exclusion criteria omitted works that did not meet academic rigor or were not directly 

related to the targeted themes of electoral processes, campaign strategies, voter 

behaviors, and governance impacts. 

Establishing explicit inclusion and exclusion criteria allowed for a focused 

selection process, ensuring that the literature chosen for review aligned with the 

study's specific objectives. This meticulous approach aimed to enhance the relevance 

and reliability of the synthesized information. 

Relevant data from selected literature was systematically extracted and 

organized based on thematic categories, including electoral processes, campaign 

strategies, voter behaviors, and governance impacts (Petticrew & Roberts, 2008; 

Thomas et al., 2004; Green et al., 2006). The synthesis process involved a comparative 

analysis, discerning commonalities and distinctions across the literature to construct a 

cohesive narrative reflecting the intricate dynamics of presidential elections. 

The systematic data extraction involved cataloging key findings, methodologies, 

and theoretical frameworks in each selected work. The synthesis process focused on 

identifying overarching themes and patterns within the literature to create a 

comprehensive overview. 

A critical evaluation of the quality and credibility of the selected literature was 

conducted (Shea et al., 2007; Moher et al., 2009). Peer-reviewed sources and 

publications from reputable academic publishers were prioritized to ensure the 

reliability and validity of the information synthesized. The methodology also involved 

assessing the recency of sources to capture the evolving nature of presidential election 

dynamics. 

Ensuring the quality of the reviewed literature was paramount in establishing the 

study's credibility. Rigorous scrutiny of the selected works aimed to uphold academic 

standards and provide a solid foundation for drawing meaningful conclusions. 

The literature review was structured thematically to coherently explore critical 

aspects, including campaign strategies, electoral participation, media influences, and 

other pertinent factors (Petticrew & Roberts, 2008; Thomas et al., 2004; Green et al., 

2006). The thematic organization was adopted to guide readers through a structured 

analysis of the literature, offering a comprehensive view of the critical components 

influencing presidential elections. This approach enhances the clarity and accessibility 

of the review, ensuring that each thematic section contributes to the overarching 

narrative. 

The literature review process was iterative, involving continuous refinement and 

adjustment of the search strategy and inclusion criteria based on emerging insights 
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(Page et al., 2021; Moher et al., 2009). An iterative process was integral to 

accommodating new insights and ensuring the currency of the literature review. 

Adjustments in the search strategy and inclusion criteria allowed for the incorporation 

of emerging scholarship, enhancing the study's relevance and timeliness. 

Ethical considerations primarily focused on the acknowledgment of the 

intellectual contributions of the authors and the proper citation of sources (Moher et 

al., 2009). The study adhered to ethical standards by respecting intellectual property 

rights, providing proper attribution to the original authors, and adhering to ethical 

considerations involved transparently acknowledging the intellectual contributions of 

authors and respecting the principles of academic integrity. Proper citation and 

attribution were prioritized to honor the scholarly work that formed the basis of the 

literature review. 

It is crucial to acknowledge the limitations inherent in any literature review 

(Moher et al., 2009). This study may be subject to publication bias as it relies on existing 

scholarly works. Additionally, variations in research methodologies across different 

studies may influence the comparability of findings. Recognizing the limitations of the 

study is essential for maintaining transparency and academic rigor. Publication bias and 

methodological variations are inherent challenges in literature reviews, and their 

acknowledgment allows for a balanced interpretation of the synthesized information. 

 
Finding 

Introduction to Presidential Election Dynamics 

Presidential elections, as pivotal components of democratic systems globally, go 

beyond political exercises; they embody the essence of nations' character. In the 

current era of globalization, the significance of comprehending the conduct and 

outcomes of these elections must be balanced. By investigating these dynamics, this 

research aims to unravel shared democratic principles and contextual influences 

globally, contributing to a nuanced understanding of the evolving landscape of 

democratic governance (Norris, 2011; Sampson et al., 2009; Moher et al., 2009; 

Diamond, 2008). It emphasizes the interconnectedness of nations and aims to decipher 

global patterns in presidential election dynamics, recognizing their transformative 

impact on the political tapestry. 

 
Presidential Election Dynamics in Indonesia 

Indonesia's presidential elections are a multifaceted tapestry woven with 

political transitions and societal shifts. A visual timeline is a powerful tool for illustrating 

key milestones, offering a comprehensive view of the nation's political landscape. 

Analyzing historical intricacies provides a holistic understanding of Indonesia's 

democratic journey, setting the stage for a comparative examination with other nations 

(Aspinall & Mietzner, 2010; Power & Warburton, 2020; Tomsa, 2008). The unique 
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challenges and triumphs of Indonesia's political evolution are accentuated, contributing 

to a deeper appreciation of its democratic fabric. It becomes imperative to delve into 

the granular details of Indonesia's political evolution to discern the nation's unique 

narrative in the global context. 

 
International Comparison: Methodology and Approach 

Conducting a rigorous international comparison demands a methodological 

approach amalgamating qualitative and quantitative methods. This review 

systematically searches reputable databases, employing Boolean operators and well-

defined search strings to ensure a diverse selection of literature. Methodological rigor 

forms the foundation for cross-national comparisons, fostering a comprehensive 

understanding of global presidential election dynamics (Cooper, 2015; Booth, 2016; 

Moher et al., 2009; Thomas et al., 2004). Adopting qualitative and quantitative 

approaches enhances the study's credibility, providing a well-rounded exploration of 

diverse scholarly perspectives. 

 
Expected Trends in International Presidential Elections 

Certain phenomena, such as the impact of advancing technology and dynamic 

campaign strategies, transcend national borders in presidential elections (Katz & Crotty, 

2017; Norris, 2011; Blais & Carty, 2018). Identifying and visualizing these trends through 

comparative lenses enables a nuanced exploration of global patterns shaping the 

democratic fabric of nations. Adopting a comparative lens unveils shared experiences 

and interconnections in the evolving nature of international presidential elections, 

portraying them as part of a global narrative of democratic evolution. 

 
Unique Characteristics of Indonesia's Presidential Elections  

Unpacking the unique characteristics of Indonesia's presidential elections 

necessitates a nuanced understanding of the nation's socio-political and cultural 

diversity (Hadiz, 2016; Hefner, 2019; Lindsey & Suharto, 2019). Beyond regional 

variations and linguistic differences, socioeconomic factors contribute to the intricate 

mosaic shaping voter behavior. Utilizing infographics or tables can visually represent 

these diverse elements, offering a granular analysis of how Indonesia's electoral 

landscape differs from other nations. Exploring Indonesia's unique political journey 

becomes crucial in understanding the intricate dynamics contributing to its 

distinctiveness on the global democratic stage. 

 
Media Influence in Presidential Elections 

Media's pivotal role in shaping public opinion and electoral outcomes (Booth, 

2016; Green et al., 2006) requires a detailed analysis encompassing the evolution of 

media landscapes and changing consumption patterns. Incorporating graphical 
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representations, such as pie charts or diagrams, can effectively illustrate the distribution 

of media influence across various platforms. Understanding the evolving dynamics 

between media and elections is crucial for comprehending the contemporary 

democratic landscape. An in-depth analysis of media's role serves not only to shed light 

on its impact but also to underscore its dynamic and evolving nature. 

 
Voter Participation in an International Context 

Understanding global trends in voter participation (Moher et al., 2009; Page et 

al., 2021) involves comparing Indonesia's rates with those of other nations and delving 

into socioeconomic factors, educational disparities, and cultural influences. Visual 

representations, such as bar graphs, can effectively convey these comparative insights, 

offering a nuanced analysis of variations in civic engagement. This exploration enhances 

comprehension of factors mobilizing or deterring citizens from participating in the 

democratic process. The analysis extends beyond numerical comparisons to explore the 

underlying factors and dynamics influencing global trends in voter participation. 

 
Impact of Presidential Elections on Government Structures 

The aftermath of presidential elections extends beyond rhetoric, influencing 

governance structures (Mietzner, 2013; Aspinall & Sukmajati, 2015; Tomsa, 2017). 

Visualizing the impact on legislative bodies, executive powers, and subsequent 

governance structures through charts or tables provides a tangible representation of 

the election's lasting consequences. Examining structural changes resulting from 

elections offers insights into power dynamics and governance efficiency. The 

incorporation of visuals aids in elucidating the far-reaching consequences of 

presidential elections on the organizational framework of governance. 

 
Synthesis of Findings 

Synthesizing myriad findings into a cohesive narrative requires consideration of 

thematic patterns (Thomas et al., 2004; Petticrew & Roberts, 2008; Moher et al., 2009). 

Visual representations of thematic clusters through tables facilitate a comprehensive 

overview, distilling complex information into digestible insights. This synthesis reveals 

commonalities and distinctions across presidential elections and serves as a roadmap 

for future research inquiries. It transforms many findings into an organized narrative, 

providing a holistic global presidential election dynamics perspective. 

 
Relevance of Findings Globally and Further Implications 

The final section bridges localized insights from Indonesia's presidential 

elections to broader global implications (Nai & Garzia, 2018; Magaloni & Kricheli, 2010). 

Visual aids, such as world maps or comparative charts, emphasize the 

interconnectedness of democratic processes. This broader perspective enables 
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policymakers and scholars to consider the implications of election dynamics worldwide 

by providing a visually compelling argument for the study's relevance on a global scale. 

Visual representation of these implications enhances accessibility and applicability, 

fostering a nuanced understanding of the global impact of presidential elections. 

 
Discussion of Findings 

The comprehensive examination of presidential election dynamics in Indonesia 

and the international context yields nuanced insights into the intricate tapestry of 

global democratic processes. This discussion synthesizes the key findings across various 

thematic dimensions, offering a holistic perspective on the evolving landscape of 

democratic governance. 

Indonesia's historical trajectory of presidential elections emerges as a complex 

narrative shaped by political transitions and societal shifts. Examining milestones and 

challenges illustrates the nation's commitment to democratic ideals (Aspinall & 

Mietzner, 2010; Power & Warburton, 2020; Tomsa, 2008). The legacy of authoritarian 

rule, the triumphs of democratization efforts, and the unique socio-political landscape 

contribute to the distinctive character of Indonesia's electoral processes. The 

methodological rigor employed in the international comparison enhances the 

robustness of the literature review. A combination of qualitative and quantitative 

approaches and systematic searches across reputable databases ensures a diverse 

selection of scholarly works (Cooper, 2015; Booth, 2016; Moher et al., 2009; Thomas et 

al., 2004). This methodological approach provides a solid foundation for cross-national 

comparisons, fostering a nuanced understanding of global presidential election 

dynamics. 

The exploration of common trends reveals shared experiences across nations. 

Technological advancements, dynamic campaign strategies, and evolving social and 

political landscapes create a global tapestry of democratic evolution (Katz & Crotty, 

2017; Norris, 2011; Blais & Carty, 2018). The interconnectedness of these trends 

underscores the need for a comparative lens, allowing the identification of patterns 

shaping the democratic fabric globally. Indonesia's elections stand out due to the 

nation's socio-political and cultural diversity. Regional variations, linguistic differences, 

and socioeconomic factors contribute to the intricate mosaic shaping voter behavior 

(Hadiz, 2016; Hefner, 2019; Lindsey & Suharto, 2019). The examination of these unique 

characteristics enhances the understanding of Indonesia's distinct political journey and 

its implications for democratic processes. 

Media emerges as a powerful force shaping public opinion and electoral 

outcomes. The analysis of media influence, encompassing the evolution of media 

landscapes and changing consumption patterns, highlights the dynamic relationship 

between media and elections (Booth, 2016; Green et al., 2006). Visualizing these 

dynamics through graphs or charts provides a comprehensive overview of how media 
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shapes political narratives globally. The examination of global trends in voter 

participation uncovers variations influenced by socioeconomic socioeconomic factors, 

educational disparities, and cultural influences (Moher et al., 2009; Page et al., 2021). 

Visual representations, such as bar graphs, effectively convey these comparative 

insights. Exploring civic engagement trends enhances our understanding of the factors 

mobilizing or deterring citizens globally. 

Presidential elections impact governance structures, influencing legislative 

bodies and executive powers (Mietzner, 2013; Aspinall & Sukmajati, 2015; Tomsa, 2017). 

Visualizing these impacts through charts or tables provides a tangible representation of 

the far-reaching consequences of election outcomes. The analysis sheds light on power 

dynamics and governance efficiency, contributing to a nuanced understanding of the 

post-election political landscape. The synthesis of findings organizes the myriad results 

into a cohesive narrative, distilling complex information into digestible insights (Thomas 

et al., 2004; Petticrew & Roberts, 2008; Moher et al., 2009). Thematic clusters, 

represented visually through tables, provide a roadmap for future research inquiries. 

This synthesis reveals commonalities and distinctions across presidential elections, 

offering a holistic perspective on the global democratic landscape. 

The final section bridges localized insights from Indonesia's elections to broader 

global implications. Visual aids, such as world maps or comparative charts, emphasize 

the interconnectedness of democratic processes (Nai & Garzia, 2018; Magaloni & 

Kricheli, 2010). The study's relevance on a global scale enables policymakers and 

scholars to consider the implications of election dynamics worldwide. The graphical 

representation of these implications enhances accessibility and applicability, fostering 

a nuanced understanding of the global impact of presidential elections. In conclusion, 

this discussion illuminates the significance of the study's findings in enhancing our 

comprehension of presidential election dynamics. By intertwining the unique narrative 

of Indonesia with global trends, the research contributes to a more profound 

understanding of the evolving landscape of democratic governance. Visual 

representations are powerful tools for conveying complex insights and facilitating 

accessibility and applicability beyond national borders. 

 
Conclusion 

In this exploration of presidential election dynamics, the synthesis of findings 

from Indonesia and the international context underscores the global tapestry of 

democratic governance. The unique characteristics of Indonesia's electoral journey, 

intertwined with broader global trends, provide a nuanced understanding of the 

evolving landscape of democratic processes. 

The historical trajectory of Indonesia's presidential elections, marked by 

triumphs over authoritarian rule and the complexities of democratization, contributes 

to the distinctive character of the nation's democratic journey. The impact of socio-
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political and cultural diversity, visualized through regional variations and linguistic 

differences, shapes voter behavior in intricate ways. Indonesia's experience becomes a 

microcosm through which broader global patterns can be deciphered. 

The international comparison, facilitated by a rigorous methodology, reveals 

common trends and shared experiences across nations. Advancements in technology, 

dynamic campaign strategies, and evolving socio-political landscapes emerge as 

universal threads woven into the fabric of presidential elections globally. By adopting a 

comparative lens, the study identifies interconnectedness, transcending national 

borders, and providing a deeper understanding of democratic evolution. 

Media influence emerges as a potent force shaping public opinion and electoral 

outcomes globally. The intricate dynamics between media and elections, visualized 

through evolving media landscapes and changing consumption patterns, highlight the 

significance of information dissemination in contemporary democratic processes. 

Voter participation trends, explored through a global lens, uncover variations 

influenced by socioeconomic factors, educational disparities, and cultural influences. 

The synthesis of these trends contributes to a comprehensive analysis of civic 

engagement, providing valuable insights into the factors mobilizing or deterring citizens 

from participating in the democratic process. 

The lasting impact of presidential elections on government structures, illustrated 

through charts and tables, sheds light on power dynamics and governance efficiency. 

By visualizing these structural changes, the research enhances our understanding of 

how election outcomes reverberate through legislative bodies and executive powers. 

In conclusion, this study not only deepens our understanding of Indonesia's 

democratic journey but also contributes valuable insights to the broader discourse on 

global presidential election dynamics. The visual representations employed in this 

research are powerful tools for conveying complex information, fostering accessibility, 

and facilitating the application of findings beyond national boundaries. As we navigate 

the intricate dynamics of presidential elections, the study paves the way for future 

research inquiries, offering a roadmap for continued exploration into the multifaceted 

realm of democratic governance. 
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