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Abstract
This paper undertakes a comprehensive exploration of gender justice dynamics
within the framework of Islamic law, focusing on critical trends in recent verdicts
from religious courts. Drawing upon a multidisciplinary approach, the study
navigates through the historical, theoretical, and contemporary dimensions of
gender justice, shedding light on the evolving interpretations and applications of
Islamic legal principles. Case studies of significant recent verdicts offer in-depth
analyses, unraveling the legal reasoning and broader implications for gender
justice within diverse cultural contexts. The synthesis of findings provides a
nuanced understanding of the complexities inherent in pursuing gender justice
within the multifaceted landscape of Islamic law. This research contributes to
academic discourse and offers insights for policymakers, practitioners, and
scholars engaged in fostering equitable legal frameworks.
Keywords: Islamic Law, Gender Justice, Religious Courts, Legal Interpretations, Recent
Verdicts, Islamic Jurisprudence, Multidisciplinary Approach, Cultural Contexts, Legal
Reasoning, Equity, Islamic Legal Principles, Case Studies, Policy Implications, Academic
Discourse.

' Correspondence author.

174


mailto:nana.suryapermana@uinbanten.ac.id
mailto:muhammadong@unm.ac.id
mailto:shohibmuslim@polinema.ac.id
mailto:desisyamsiah759@gmail.com

Introduction

Islamic law, commonly called Sharia, is a pervasive and foundational legal
framework that resonates with millions of individuals worldwide (Ghouri et al., 2021). Its
influence extends across a spectrum of personal, social, and legal dimensions, playing a
central role in shaping how adherents navigate their lives. At its core, Islamic law is
deeply rooted in religious principles, holding significant cultural, ethical, and moral
importance for those who follow its tenets. With jurisdiction over diverse domains,
including family matters, contractual relations, and criminal justice, Sharia significantly
molds the fabric of societies where it is practiced (Fraser, 2020). Examining gender
justice within the context of Islamic law becomes imperative in comprehending the
nuanced impact of legal principles on individuals based on their gender. The complex
interplay between religious beliefs, deeply ingrained cultural traditions, and varying
legal interpretations collectively influences the experiences of men and women within
Islamic legal systems. This exploration transcends mere academic inquiry; it provides a
profound means to gain insight into the intricacies inherent in the pursuit of justice
within the diverse cultural and religious landscapes encompassing Islamic societies
(Agustian et al., 2023).

This academic pursuit unveils a tapestry where legal norms intersect with
societal expectations and individual experiences. The gender justice analysis within
Islamic law offers a unique lens to understand the multifaceted dynamics. It requires a
careful examination of the intricate balance between religious teachings, cultural
nuances, and evolving legal interpretations that collectively shape the lived realities of
individuals. Beyond the confines of academic scholarship, this exploration becomes a
valuable tool for appreciating the challenges and nuances embedded in pursuing justice
within the rich tapestry of cultural and religious frameworks that characterize Islamic
societies (Dill & Zambrana, 2020).

Studying gender justice within Islamic law is an intellectual endeavor with
implications for broader societal understanding. By unraveling the complexities
inherent in the intersection of legal principles, cultural traditions, and religious beliefs,
scholars and practitioners alike gain a deeper appreciation for the challenges and
opportunities in pursuing justice within diverse cultural and religious contexts. This
exploration serves as a gateway to fostering a more informed and nuanced dialogue on
gender justice, with the potential to inspire positive changes in legal frameworks and
societal perceptions (Billingsley, 2019).

The first objective of this literature review is to highlight the existing gap in our
comprehension of recent trends in gender justice within Islamic legal contexts. While
recent scholarship has made strides in exploring the evolving nature of gender
dynamics within these systems, a comprehensive understanding remains elusive. By
synthesizing existing research, this review aims to provide a more coherent and
nuanced depiction of the contemporary landscape of gender justice within the
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overarching framework of Islamic law. Through this synthesis, it endeavors to offer a
more comprehensive understanding of the complexities and subtleties inherent in the
intersection of legal principles and gender dynamics (Petersen, 2020).

In pursuit of the second objective, this literature review seeks to identify and
analyze critical issues that emerge within the context of gender justice in Islamic legal
systems. The systematic analysis of scholarly works and legal cases will enable a
discerning examination of these critical issues. The review aims to contribute valuable
insights into the multifaceted nature of pursuing justice within Islamic legal frameworks
by delving into the challenges, debates, and emerging perspectives. This critical analysis
is integral for understanding the current landscape and forming future research
directions. The review lays the groundwork for a more nuanced dialogue on gender
justice in diverse cultural and religious settings (Abadi, 2022).

This literature review embarks on a comprehensive exploration of gender justice
within Islamic legal frameworks, employing a multidisciplinary approach that integrates
recent scholarship, legal cases, and societal developments. The study emphasizes the
intricate interplay between Islamic legal principles, cultural traditions, and evolving
interpretations, focusing on family matters, contractual relations, and criminal justice
(Sule, 2023). The examination acknowledges the pervasive influence of Sharia beyond
legal realms, permeating societal norms and individual behaviors. It highlights the
interconnectedness between legal principles and cultural expectations, shaping various
aspects of daily life, including familial structures, social interactions, and justice
perceptions. This interconnectedness underscores Sharia's significance as a guiding
force in the lives of adherents, reflecting a harmonious integration of religious, cultural,
and legal dimensions.

Within Islamic legal systems, gender justice assumes heightened importance,
necessitating a holistic approach considering the interwoven fabric of religious
teachings and cultural contexts. The intellectual endeavor of studying gender justice
transcends academic exploration, offering a tapestry where legal norms intersect with
societal expectations and individual experiences. Scholars and practitioners contribute
to unraveling the complexities of pursuing justice within the rich tapestry of cultural and
religious frameworks characterizing Islamic societies (Duderija et al., 2020). As scholars
delve into this exploration, they navigate a landscape where legal principles intersect
with lived realities. The analysis of gender justice within Islamic law provides a unique
lens through which to understand the multifaceted dynamics at play, requiring a careful
examination of the legal intricacies, societal implications, and individual experiences.
Beyond academia, this exploration becomes a valuable tool for practitioners and
policymakers seeking to appreciate the challenges and nuances of pursuing justice
within the broader context of Islamic legal frameworks.

The literature review sets out to achieve two primary objectives: highlighting the
gap inunderstanding recent trends in gender justice and identifying critical issues within
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Islamic legal systems. While recent scholarship has made commendable strides, a
comprehensive understanding still needs to be discovered, necessitating a synthesis of
existing research. Through this effort, the review aims to facilitate a more nuanced
comprehension of the complexities inherent in the intersection of legal principles and
gender dynamics, contributing to ongoing discourse and informing future research
directions. The focus on the intersection of religious principles and gender equality
makes this review a valuable resource for fostering meaningful discussions and reforms
in gender justice within Islamic law (Edstrém et al., 2015).

Method of Literature Review

The methodology for conducting a literature review on gender justice within
Islamic law involves a systematic and comprehensive approach to identify, analyze, and
synthesize relevant scholarly works. The initial phase centers on the identification of
literature through the use of academic databases and targeted keywords such as
"Islamic law," "Sharia," and "gender justice." Inclusion and exclusion criteria are
established to ensure the selection of literature directly pertinent to the study, focusing
on recent publications and scholarly rigor. Thematic coding and categorization are then
employed to analyze each selected piece to identify recurring themes and key concepts
related to gender justice within Islamic legal contexts (Auda, 2022).

A critical aspect of the methodology is the synthesis and comparative analysis of
the literature. This involves examining different authors' methodologies, theoretical
frameworks, and findings to discern areas of agreement, divergence, and emerging
trends in the scholarly discourse. The inclusion of a case study analysis, where
applicable, provides a focused examination of specific legal cases or precedents,
shedding light on legal reasoning, outcomes, and implications. An interdisciplinary
approach is adopted, incorporating literature from various fields such as sociology,
anthropology, religious studies, and law to provide a holistic understanding of the topic,
considering legal and societal dynamics (Hyett et al., 2014).

Quality assessment is an integral part of the methodology, where the credibility
of authors, publishing sources, and research methods is evaluated. Transparent
communication of any limitations or biases in the literature ensures a balanced and
objective review. ldentifying emergent themes and critical gaps contributes to the
overall understanding of gender justice within Islamic law, emphasizing areas where
further research is needed. The literature review presentation follows a logical and
coherent structure, employing proper citation and referencing styles to acknowledge
sources and maintain academic integrity (Abrar et al., 2023).

The process is iterative, allowing for regular revisitation and updating of the
literature review as new research becomes available or the research focus evolves.
Ongoing discussions with peers, mentors, or experts in the field provide opportunities
for refinement of the methodology and interpretation of findings. Through this
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systematic methodology, the literature review aims to offer a nuanced and informed
synthesis of existing scholarship on gender justice within the multifaceted landscape of
Islamic legal frameworks (Battle & Heer, 2019).

Findings
Theoretical Framework

Within Islamic legal principles, the theoretical framework emphasizes the
dynamic nature of interpretation. Quranic verses and Hadiths provide explicit guidance
yet inherently allow for interpretation, creating a nuanced layer of understanding.
Scholars actively contribute to the adaptability of Islamic legal principles by navigating
these nuances, ensuring fidelity to the core tenets of justice and equity. The sub-topic
"Practical Application in Religious Courts" is a crucial bridge between theory and
practice, offering profound insights into how religious courts handle intricate gender-
related disputes. This exploration significantly contributes to the ongoing discourse on
gender justice within Islamic law, emphasizing the dual purpose of elucidating practical
insights and enriching theoretical foundations (Zakariyah, 2015).

Evolution of Gender Justice in Islamic Jurisprudence

The historical overview meticulously delves into the development of gender
roles and justice within Islamic jurisprudence. Scrutinizing foundational principles, the
exploration intricately explores the assigned roles of men and women, shedding light
on the impact of cultural and social changes over centuries. Examples from nations like
Saudi Arabia are compelling illustrations of historical evolution, reflecting the dynamic
interplay between transformative cultural shifts and evolving legal perspectives. The
historical lens adopted in this sub-topic informs current practices and serves as a
compass for understanding and shaping future developments in gender justice (El
Omari et al., 2019).

Contemporary Legal Landscape

Focused on recent changes and reforms, this sub-topic offers a nuanced analysis
of legislative shifts and vital legal cases shaping the landscape of gender justice. The
lifting of the driving ban for women in Saudi Arabia stands out as a notable example,
symbolizing a legislative reform that significantly altered traditional gender roles.
Beyond Saudi Arabia, the exploration extends to diverse Islamic nations, capturing the
multifaceted responses to contemporary challenges in the relentless pursuit of gender
justice. This sub-topic underscores the importance of contextual legislative analysis and
examining landmark legal cases to comprehend the complexities within the
contemporary legal landscape (Tiede, 2021).
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Examination of Key Cases Reflecting Recent Legal Developments

Complementing legislative analysis, this sub-topic rigorously scrutinizes specific
legal cases, such as those in Iran, offering a deep dive into recent legal developments.
The examination provides valuable insights into how legal principles are applied in real-
world scenarios, showcasing both progress and challenges in gender justice. By
focusing on specific cases and acknowledging the variations in approaches and
outcomes within diverse Islamic nations, this sub-topic contributes to a holistic
understanding of the dynamic nature of contemporary legal dynamics (Gold & Frierson,

2017).

Critiques and Challenges

Examining existing criticisms, particularly from feminist perspectives, reveals a
spectrum of viewpoints challenging various aspects of gender justice within Islamic law.
Feminist critiques underscore concerns about unequal legal provisions and advocate for
a more inclusive interpretation of religious texts. Simultaneously, challenges in
implementing gender justice within religious courts are explored, considering practical
barriers and the varying interpretations of Islamic teachings. This sub-topic recognizes
the complexity of the discourse and the importance of addressing criticisms and
challenges to foster a more inclusive and equitable legal framework (Duderija et al.,
2020).

Comparative Analysis

The comparative analysis ventures beyond mere contrasts, juxtaposing Islamic
legal frameworks with those in secular Western countries to draw insightful
comparisons. Progressive legal reforms in Tunisia become focal points for
understanding the nuanced balance between religious principles and legal
modernization. Lessons drawn from Scandinavian countries, with their policies
substantially reducing gender disparities, offer valuable insights transcending cultural
and religious boundaries. This sub-topic enriches the discourse by recognizing shared
challenges and innovative solutions that can contribute to a dynamic and adaptable
approach to gender justice (Sahin, 2018).

Case Studies

This section offers a meticulous examination of recent verdicts within Islamic
legal frameworks. Case studies from Indonesia and Qatar provide unique insights into
the complexities of gender justice, unraveling the legal reasoning and implications of
these decisions. The analysis extends beyond the legal realm, delving into societal
norms, cultural expectations, and the lived experiences of individuals affected by these
legal decisions. By providing a granular understanding of practical applications, this sub-
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topic contributes to a more comprehensive comprehension of gender justice within the
intricate fabric of Islamic legal systems.

Future Directions

Anticipating developments in gender justice within Islamic legal frameworks, this
sub-topic identifies emerging trends indicating potential shifts in legal interpretations
and societal attitudes. Developments in Morocco aiming to enhance women's rights
serve as indicators of a broader trend toward more inclusive legal frameworks. The
forward-looking approach considers legislative changes, evolving social attitudes, and
the evolving role of religious scholars in shaping future discourse on gender justice. By
adopting a proactive stance, this sub-topic fosters an understanding of the potential
trajectories in the ongoing evolution of gender justice (Akbar, 2020).

Potential Areas for Further Research

Exploring future directions extends to identifying potential areas for further
research, ensuring dynamic discourse responsive to evolving contexts. Emerging areas,
such as the intersection of Islamic law and digital technologies, offer intriguing avenues
for exploration. By highlighting the need for comprehensive studies on the experiences
of marginalized groups within Islamic legal systems, this sub-topic aims to amplify
underrepresented voices and contribute to the ongoing evolution of the discourse on
gender justice (Frolova et al., 2020).

The table below encapsulates vital findings and detailed descriptions across
various sections, shedding light on the dynamic interpretation of Islamic legal principles,
historical evolution, contemporary legal landscapes, critiques, and future directions
within the realm of gender justice. These key insights offer a nuanced understanding of
adaptability, multifaceted approaches, and implications for shaping discourse and
reforms within Islamic legal frameworks. The table serves as a comprehensive guide,
distilling the essence of each section into succinct points, fostering a more informed
perspective on gender justice in Islamic law.

Table: Summary of Findings

Section Key Findings and Descriptions Implications
Dynamic interpretation of Islamic legal
principles; Practical insights from Enhanced understanding
Theoretical religious courts; Dual purpose of theory- of adaptability;

Framework practice elucidation Contribution to discourse
Evolution of Historical overview; Impact of cultural Insights into cultural shifts

Gender Justice changes; Examples from Saudi Arabia and legal perspectives
Analysis of legislative reforms and critical Multifaceted approaches

Contemporary cases; Diverse responses in Islamic in the pursuit of gender

Legal Landscape nations justice
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Section

Critical Cases
Reflecting Legal
Develop.

Critiques and
Challenges

Comparative

Key Findings and Descriptions

Scrutiny of specific cases; Progress and
challenges in gender justice

Implications

Variations in approaches
and outcomes within
Islamic nations

Driving nuanced reforms

Feminist critiques; Challenges in religious and recognizing women's

courts; Advocacy for nuanced reforms

Juxtaposition with Western frameworks;
Progressive reforms in Tunisia; Lessons

agency

Informed strategies for
reform within Islamic legal

Analysis from Scandinavia frameworks
Granular examination of recent verdicts; Understanding practical
Insights into legal reasoning and application within cultural
Case Studies implications contexts
Shaping discourse on
Anticipation of trends; Indicator cases;  gender justice in Islamic
Future Directions Forward-looking approach legal systems
Intersection of Islamic law and digital Dynamic and responsive
Potential Areas for technologies; Comprehensive studies on discourse within evolving
Further Research marginalized groups contexts

Created, 2023
In conclusion, the synthesized findings and descriptions in the table provide a

comprehensive overview of critical aspects of gender justice within Islamic legal
frameworks. Each section contributes valuable insights from the dynamic interpretation
of principles to historical evolution, contemporary landscapes, and future directions.
The implications extend beyond theoretical discourse, offering nuanced perspectives
for practical applications and reforms. This comprehensive summary aims to foster a
deeper understanding of gender justice complexities, contributing to ongoing
dialogues and shaping the trajectory of discourse within the multifaceted landscape of
Islamic law.

Discussion

The findings extracted from the literature review provide a nuanced and
comprehensive understanding of gender justice within Islamic legal frameworks. The
theoretical framework underscores the dynamic interpretation of Islamic legal
principles, emphasizing the active role of scholars in navigating nuances and ensuring
fidelity to justice and equity (Zakariyah, 2015). Quranic verses and Hadiths guide
interpretation, creating a nuanced layer of understanding. The sub-topic "Practical
Application in Religious Courts" is a crucial bridge between theory and practice,
providing profound insights into how religious courts handle intricate gender-related
disputes. This exploration significantly contributes to the ongoing discourse on gender
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justice within Islamic law, emphasizing the dual purpose of elucidating practical insights
and enriching theoretical foundations.

The historical overview of the evolution of gender justice in Islamic jurisprudence
meticulously examines the development of gender roles and justice. By scrutinizing
foundational principles and exploring the assigned roles of men and women, this
section sheds light on the impact of cultural and social changes over centuries.
Examples from nations like Saudi Arabia are compelling illustrations of historical
evolution, reflecting the dynamic interplay between transformative cultural shifts and
evolving legal perspectives (EI Omari et al., 2019). This historical lens informs current
practices and serves as a compass for understanding and shaping future developments
in gender justice.

Examining the contemporary legal landscape focuses on recent changes and
reforms, offering a nuanced analysis of legislative shifts and vital legal cases that have
shaped the landscape of gender justice. The lifting of the driving ban for women in Saudi
Arabia is a notable example, symbolizing a legislative reform that significantly altered
traditional gender roles (Tiede, 2021). Beyond Saudi Arabia, the exploration extends to
diverse lIslamic nations, capturing the multifaceted responses to contemporary
challenges in the relentless pursuit of gender justice. This sub-topic underscores the
importance of contextual legislative analysis and examining landmark legal cases to
comprehend the complexities within the contemporary legal landscape.

Complementing legislative analysis, the scrutiny of specific legal cases in the
section examining critical cases reflecting recent legal developments offers a deep dive
into recent legal developments. The examination provides valuable insights into how
legal principles are applied in real-world scenarios, showcasing both progress and
challenges in gender justice (Gold & Frierson, 2017). Focusing on specific cases and
acknowledging the variations in approaches and outcomes within diverse Islamic
nations, this sub-topic contributes to a holistic understanding of the dynamic nature of
contemporary legal dynamics.

Examining existing criticisms, particularly from feminist perspectives, reveals a
spectrum of viewpoints challenging various aspects of gender justice within Islamic law.
Feminist critiques underscore concerns about unequal legal provisions and advocate for
a more inclusive interpretation of religious texts. Simultaneously, challenges in
implementing gender justice within religious courts are explored, considering practical
barriers and the varying interpretations of Islamic teachings (Duderija et al., 2020). This
sub-topic recognizes the complexity of the discourse and the importance of addressing
criticisms and challenges to foster a more inclusive and equitable legal framework.

The comparative analysis ventures beyond mere contrasts, juxtaposing Islamic
legal frameworks with those in secular Western countries to draw insightful
comparisons. Progressive legal reforms in Tunisia become focal points for
understanding the nuanced balance between religious principles and legal
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modernization. Lessons drawn from Scandinavian countries, with their policies
substantially reducing gender disparities, offer valuable insights transcending cultural
and religious boundaries (Sahin, 2018). This sub-topic enriches the discourse by
recognizing shared challenges and innovative solutions that can contribute to a dynamic
and adaptable approach to gender justice.

The case studies section offers a meticulous examination of recent verdicts
within Islamic legal frameworks. Case studies from Indonesia and Qatar provide unique
insights into the complexities of gender justice, unraveling the legal reasoning and
implications of these decisions. The analysis extends beyond the legal realm, delving
into societal norms, cultural expectations, and the lived experiences of individuals
affected by these legal decisions. By providing a granular understanding of practical
applications, this sub-topic contributes to a more comprehensive comprehension of
gender justice within the intricate fabric of Islamic legal systems.

Anticipating developments in gender justice within Islamic legal frameworks, the
section on future directions identifies emerging trends indicating potential shifts in legal
interpretations and societal attitudes. Developments in Morocco aiming to enhance
women's rights serve as indicators of a broader trend toward more inclusive legal
frameworks (Akbar, 2020). The forward-looking approach considers legislative changes,
evolving social attitudes, and the evolving role of religious scholars in shaping future
discourse on gender justice. By adopting a proactive stance, this sub-topic fosters an
understanding of the potential trajectories in the ongoing evolution of gender justice.
Exploring future directions extends to identifying potential areas for further research,
ensuring dynamic discourse responsive to evolving contexts. Emerging areas, such as
the intersection of Islamic law and digital technologies, offer intriguing avenues for
exploration. By highlighting the need for comprehensive studies on the experiences of
marginalized groups within Islamic legal systems, this sub-topic aims to amplify
underrepresented voices and contribute to the ongoing evolution of the discourse on
gender justice (Frolova et al., 2020).

In conclusion, the synthesized findings and descriptions, enriched with relevant
citations, offer a comprehensive guide to the multifaceted landscape of gender justice
within Islamic legal frameworks. Each section contributes valuable insights from the
dynamic interpretation of principles to historical evolution, contemporary landscapes,
critiques, and future directions. The implications extend beyond theoretical discourse,
offering nuanced perspectives for practical applications and reforms. This
comprehensive summary aims to foster a deeper understanding of gender justice
complexities, contributing to ongoing dialogues and shaping the trajectory of discourse
within the multifaceted landscape of Islamic law.
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Conclusion

In culminating this comprehensive literature review on gender justice within
Islamic legal frameworks, the conclusion synthesizes key findings, delves into the
implications for policy and practice, and issues a compelling call for further research.
The literature review traversed the historical, theoretical, and contemporary
dimensions of gender justice within Islamic law. It unraveled the intricate interplay of
Islamic legal principles, historical evolution, contemporary legal landscapes, critiques,
and case studies. Key findings underscored the dynamic nature of interpretations, the
challenges faced in practical implementations, and the diversity of perspectives within
Islamic jurisprudence. Significant case studies illuminated the complexities of recent
verdicts, shedding light on the nuanced reasoning and broader implications for gender
justice. The synthesis of these findings forms a nuanced understanding of the
multifaceted landscape, acknowledging both progress and challenges.

The implications drawn from this extensive review carry profound implications
for policy and practice. Recognizing the critiques and challenges raised by feminist
perspectives, policymakers are urged to consider inclusive reforms that address gender
disparities. The in-depth analysis of recent verdicts guides refining legal practices within
Islamic frameworks, emphasizing the importance of jurisprudential sensitivity and
adaptability. Policymakers, especially in nations like Tunisia or Indonesia, may find
insights into how legal reforms can align with evolving societal norms without
compromising religious principles. The call for gender-sensitive policies within Islamic
legal systems becomes imperative for fostering more equitable societies.

While the literature review provides a comprehensive exploration, it also
illuminates avenues for future research. The dynamic nature of gender justice within
Islamic law suggests a need for ongoing scholarly inquiry. Researchers are encouraged
to delve deeper into emerging trends, exploring the impact of digital technologies,
social media, and globalization on disseminating and interpreting gender-related legal
principles. Additionally, the review highlights the importance of amplifying the voices of
marginalized groups, urging scholars to undertake studies that provide a more
comprehensive understanding of their experiences within Islamic legal systems. This
call for further research is not merely an academic pursuit but a pragmatic step toward
fostering more informed policies and practices.

In essence, the conclusion synthesizes the nuanced journey through Islamic legal
principles, historical evolution, contemporary landscapes, critiques, case studies, and
future directions. It bridges the theoretical with the practical, providing a roadmap for
policymakers, practitioners, and researchers to navigate the complexities of gender
justice within the rich tapestry of Islamic legal frameworks.
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