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Abstract 
This study explores the transformative shifts in urban governance, socioeconomic 
dynamics, and infrastructural development during the tenure of Anies Baswedan 
as the Governor of Jakarta. Through a comprehensive literature review, it 
examines the multifaceted impacts of Baswedan's leadership on Jakarta's urban 
landscape. Baswedan's administration has been marked by ambitious policies 
addressing social inequalities, promoting economic growth, and enhancing 
infrastructure. Initiatives such as the Jakarta Smart City program, the One Million 
Trees Movement, and the Jakarta MRT expansion have sought to modernize 
governance, foster environmental sustainability, and improve the quality of life for 
residents. However, challenges persist in social welfare, economic inclusion, and 
sustainable development, underscoring the complexities of governing a rapidly 
growing megacity. This study contributes to a deeper understanding of urban 
governance paradigms by synthesizing insights from diverse disciplinary 
perspectives. It offers valuable insights into the opportunities and challenges of 
leadership in dynamic urban contexts. 

Keywords: Anies Baswedan, Jakarta, urban governance, socioeconomic dynamics, 

infrastructural overhaul. 

 

Introduction 

The bustling metropolis of Jakarta, Indonesia's most significant capital, is a 

microcosm of rapid urbanization, cultural diversity, and economic dynamism (Rukmana 

& Roitman, 2022). With a population exceeding 10 million and counting, Jakarta serves 

as the nation's political, economic, and cultural nucleus, attracting migrants from across 

the archipelago seeking opportunities and a better way of life (Lappin, 2023). Against 

this backdrop of urban complexity, the leadership of Anies Baswedan has emerged as a 

focal point for discourse, critique, and analysis. 

Anies Baswedan, an esteemed academic, bureaucrat, and politician, assumed 

office as the Governor of Jakarta in October 2017 following a contentious and closely 

contested election (Maswati & Baharuddin, 2021). His tenure marked a significant 

juncture in Jakarta's modern history, characterized by ambitious policy agendas, socio-

political controversies, and divergent visions for the city's future. As a prominent figure 

in Indonesian politics, Baswedan's leadership style, policy decisions, and engagement 
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with Jakarta's myriad challenges have captivated the attention of scholars, 

policymakers, and the general public alike (Anggadwita et al., 2021). 

The leadership of Anies Baswedan in Jakarta represents a significant chapter in 

the city's history, characterized by a complex interplay of urban governance, socio-

economic development, and political dynamics. Baswedan, a prominent academic, 

bureaucrat, and politician, assumed office as the Governor of Jakarta in October 2017 

amidst a highly contested election (Maswati & Baharuddin, 2021). Since then, his tenure 

has been marked by ambitious policy agendas, socio-political controversies, and 

divergent visions for the city's future. 

Against the backdrop of Jakarta's bustling metropolis, Baswedan's governance 

unfolds within the broader framework of urban complexity and dynamism (Rukmana & 

Roitman, 2022). With a population exceeding 10 million, Jakarta serves as Indonesia's 

political, economic, and cultural nucleus, attracting migrants from across the 

archipelago to pursue opportunities and a better quality of life (Lappin, 2023). Within 

this context, Baswedan's leadership style, policy decisions, and engagement with 

Jakarta's myriad challenges have garnered significant attention and scrutiny from 

scholars, policymakers, and the general public (Anggadwita et al., 2021). 

Jakarta's urban governance landscape is characterized by many complexities 

stemming from rapid population growth, inadequate infrastructure, environmental 

degradation, and socio-economic disparities. As the economic engine of Indonesia, 

Jakarta faces the daunting task of reconciling the imperatives of economic growth with 

the pressing need for sustainable development and social equity. Against this backdrop, 

Anies Baswedan assumed office with a mandate to address these entrenched 

challenges and steer the city towards a more inclusive and resilient future (Kusno, 2017; 

Wijayanto et al., 2022). 

Born on May 7, 1969, in Kuningan, West Java, Anies Baswedan is a product of 

Indonesia's esteemed education system, having earned his Bachelor's degree in 

Business Management from Gadjah Mada University, followed by a Master's degree in 

Public Policy from the prestigious Harvard Kennedy School, and a Ph.D. in Political 

Science from the University of Northern Illinois. Before his foray into politics, Baswedan 

enjoyed a distinguished career in academia and public service, serving as Rector of 

Paramadina University and Minister of Education and Culture under President Joko 

Widodo's administration (Sustikarini, 2023). 

Baswedan's ascension to the governorship of Jakarta marked a significant 

departure from his academic and bureaucratic roots, thrusting him into the tumultuous 

arena of Indonesian politics. Positioned as a progressive and reform-minded leader, 

Baswedan's vision for Jakarta prioritized social justice, environmental sustainability, and 

citizen empowerment. His campaign platform resonated with Jakarta's marginalized 

communities, promising to address the city's most pressing issues, including flooding, 

traffic congestion, and housing affordability (Hamid, 2019). 
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Since assuming office, Anies Baswedan has embarked on an ambitious agenda to 

reshape Jakarta's urban landscape and address the entrenched inequities that plague 

the city (Roberts et al., 2019). Central to his governance approach is the concept of 

"smart urbanism," which seeks to harness technology, innovation, and community 

participation to foster sustainable development and improve the quality of life for 

Jakarta's residents (Alavibelmana & Fazekas, 2018). Initiatives such as the Jakarta Smart 

City program and the One Million Trees Movement exemplify Baswedan's commitment 

to leveraging technology and environmental stewardship to tackle urban challenges. 

Moreover, Baswedan's administration has prioritized infrastructure 

development as a cornerstone of Jakarta's future growth and resilience (Voumik & 

Sultana, 2022). The Jakarta MRT expansion project, initiated under his tenure, aims to 

alleviate traffic congestion and enhance mobility for millions of commuters navigating 

the city's congested thoroughfares. Similarly, efforts to revitalize Jakarta's waterfront 

areas and rehabilitate its riverbanks underscore Baswedan's commitment to reclaiming 

public spaces and promoting environmental sustainability. 

However, Baswedan's governance has been subject to controversy and criticism. 

His decision to suspend the Jakarta Bay reclamation project, a flagship initiative of his 

predecessor, drew ire from developers and investors, raising questions about the 

continuity of urban development policies under his administration (Caragliu & Del Bo, 

2022). Additionally, Baswedan's handling of the COVID-19 pandemic has come under 

scrutiny, with critics accusing him of mismanagement and insufficient support for 

vulnerable communities impacted by the crisis (Harvey, 2012). 

In conclusion, Anies Baswedan's leadership in Jakarta is pivotal in the city's 

evolution as a global metropolis. His tenure has been characterized by a blend of 

ambitious policy initiatives, socio-economic reforms, and political challenges, 

underscoring the complexities of urban governance in an era of rapid urbanization and 

global uncertainty. As Jakarta continues to grapple with the legacies of its past and the 

imperatives of its future, the legacy of Anies Baswedan's governance will undoubtedly 

shape the city's trajectory for years to come, serving as a testament to the enduring 

quest for progress, prosperity, and social justice in the urban landscape (Roberts et al., 

2019). 

 

Methodology 

The literature review methodology adopted for this study entails a systematic 

and comprehensive approach to identifying, evaluating, and synthesizing existing 

research and scholarship about the governance, policies, and impacts of Anies 

Baswedan's leadership in Jakarta (Farhan & Faisal, 2021; Taufik et al., 2023). Drawing 

upon established principles of academic inquiry and scholarly rigor, the methodology 

encompasses several critical components to ensure the review process's reliability, 

validity, and comprehensiveness. 
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Central to the methodology is a structured search strategy designed to access 

diverse scholarly sources, including peer-reviewed journals, academic publications, 

government reports, and reputable online databases (Nasir et al., 2021; Andrea, 2015). 

By employing a combination of keywords, Boolean operators, and controlled 

vocabulary terms relevant to the study topic, the search strategy aims to maximize the 

retrieval of relevant literature while minimizing the risk of bias or omission. 

In addition to keyword-based searches, the methodology incorporates a 

purposive sampling approach to identify seminal works, landmark studies, and critical 

theoretical frameworks that have shaped the discourse on urban governance, socio-

economic development, and political dynamics in Jakarta (Hidayati et al., 2019; 

Anggadwita et al., 2021). This selective sampling strategy includes foundational texts 

and authoritative sources that provide foundational insights and theoretical 

underpinnings relevant to the study objectives. 

Furthermore, the methodology embraces a multi-disciplinary perspective, 

drawing upon insights and perspectives from diverse fields such as political science, 

urban studies, public administration, sociology, and economics (Norris & Inglehart, 

2019). By synthesizing findings from disparate disciplines, the review offers a holistic 

understanding of the complex interplay of factors influencing governance and policy 

outcomes under Baswedan's leadership. 

To enhance the methodological rigor and transparency of the literature review 

process, established criteria for inclusion and exclusion are applied to screen and 

evaluate potential sources (Tranfield et al., 2003). These criteria may include relevance 

to the study topic, publication currency, scholarly rigor, methodological robustness, and 

geographical focus. By adhering to predefined criteria, the methodology seeks to 

ensure the selection of high-quality, authoritative sources that contribute substantively 

to the review's objectives. 

Upon the completion of data collection, the methodology incorporates 

systematic procedures for organizing, categorizing, and synthesizing the retrieved 

literature (Booth et al., 2016). This involves using thematic coding, content analysis, and 

comparative analysis techniques to identify recurrent themes, theoretical frameworks, 

empirical findings, and divergent perspectives across the selected sources. Through this 

iterative data synthesis and interpretation process, the methodology aims to generate 

rich insights into the governance dynamics, policy trajectories, and socio-economic 

impacts associated with Baswedan's leadership in Jakarta. 

The data sources for the literature review encompass a diverse array of scholarly 

publications, government reports, policy documents, and reputable online databases 

(Sassen, 2018; Roy, 2011; Tallon, 2020; Brenner, 2018; Ong, 2006; Schmid, 2018; 

Goonewardena, 2018; Brenner & Schmid, 2015). The selection of data sources is guided 

by the overarching objective of capturing a comprehensive and nuanced understanding 

of the governance, policies, and impacts of Anies Baswedan's leadership in Jakarta. Key 
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sources include peer-reviewed journals from political science, urban studies, public 

administration, sociology, and economics. These journals provide a wealth of empirical 

research, theoretical frameworks, and critical analyses relevant to the study topic, 

offering insights into the complex dynamics of urban governance, socio-economic 

development, and political transitions in Jakarta. 

In addition to academic publications, government reports and policy documents 

issued by municipal authorities, research institutes, and international organizations 

constitute essential data sources (Roy, 2011; Tallon, 2020). These documents offer 

valuable information on policy initiatives, development strategies, and governance 

reforms implemented under Baswedan's administration, providing empirical evidence 

and official perspectives on critical issues shaping Jakarta's urban landscape. 

Furthermore, the data sources include reputable online databases such as Google 

Scholar, JSTOR, Scopus, and ProQuest, which facilitate access to a vast repository of 

scholarly literature and grey literature relevant to the study topic (Brenner, 2018; 

Schmid, 2018; Goonewardena, 2018). The use of online databases enables 

comprehensive searches across multiple disciplines and publication types, ensuring the 

inclusion of diverse perspectives and methodologies in the literature review. 

To supplement the primary data sources, the methodology also incorporates 

secondary sources such as news articles, opinion pieces, and think tank reports 

(Brenner & Schmid, 2015). While these sources may need more scholarly rigor of peer-

reviewed publications, they provide valuable insights into public discourse, media 

narratives, and popular perceptions surrounding Baswedan's governance and policy 

decisions in Jakarta. Overall, the data source selection process is guided by the 

principles of inclusivity, diversity, and relevance, carefully considering the credibility, 

reliability, and currency of the selected sources. By drawing upon a wide range of data 

sources, the methodology aims to triangulate findings, validate claims, and enrich the 

analysis of Baswedan's leadership in Jakarta with multiple perspectives and sources of 

evidence. 

The literature review's data analysis and interpretation process involves a 

systematic and iterative approach to synthesizing, analyzing, and interpreting the 

findings derived from the selected sources. This process encompasses several key 

stages, each aimed at generating insights, identifying patterns, and drawing meaningful 

conclusions about the governance, policies, and impacts of Anies Baswedan's 

leadership in Jakarta (Turgut, 2021). 

The initial data analysis stage involves organizing and categorizing the retrieved 

literature according to thematic dimensions relevant to the study objectives. Thematic 

coding techniques are employed to identify recurrent themes, concepts, and theoretical 

frameworks across the selected sources, allowing for systematically exploring key 

issues and research questions (Amir et al., 2023). 
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Following the establishment of thematic categories, the data analysis proceeds 

with a detailed examination of individual sources to extract relevant information, 

empirical evidence, and theoretical insights about Baswedan's governance and policy 

initiatives in Jakarta (Brenner & Schmid, 2015). This involves close reading, 

summarization, and critical appraisal of the selected literature, focusing on identifying 

key arguments, methodological approaches, and empirical findings. 

As the data analysis progresses, comparative analysis techniques are employed 

to identify patterns, contrasts, and divergent perspectives across the selected sources 

(Harvey, 1989). This comparative approach enables the identification of commonalities 

and differences in the portrayal of Baswedan's leadership, policy outcomes, and socio-

economic impacts, facilitating a nuanced understanding of the complexities inherent in 

Jakarta's urban governance landscape. 

Furthermore, the data analysis incorporates a critical lens to evaluate the 

empirical research's strengths, limitations, implications, theoretical frameworks, and 

policy prescriptions identified in the literature (Roberts et al., 2019). This involves 

assessing the methodological rigor, theoretical coherence, and empirical validity of the 

selected sources and considering the broader socio-political context in which 

Baswedan's governance unfolds. 

Ultimately, the data analysis and interpretation process culminates in 

synthesizing findings, generating insights, and formulating conclusions regarding the 

governance, policies, and impacts of Anies Baswedan's leadership in Jakarta (Turgut, 

2021). By triangulating evidence, reconciling divergent perspectives, and 

contextualizing findings within the broader theoretical and empirical literature, the 

methodology offers a robust, nuanced, and empirically grounded analysis of 

Baswedan's governance legacy in Jakarta. 

 
Findings 

Analysis of Public Policies Implemented by Anies Baswedan 

Anies Baswedan's tenure as the Governor of Jakarta has been marked by a series 

of ambitious public policies addressing the city's pressing challenges and fostering 

sustainable development. A comprehensive analysis of these policies reveals a 

multifaceted approach encompassing urban planning, environmental sustainability, 

social welfare, and economic development. 

One key policy initiative Baswedan introduced is the Jakarta Smart City program, 

which leverages technology and data-driven solutions to enhance efficiency, 

transparency, and citizen engagement in municipal governance (Aisyah et al., 2024). 

Integrating digital platforms, such as mobile applications and online portals, the 

program seeks to improve service delivery, optimize resource allocation, and empower 

citizens to participate in decision-making. 
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Additionally, Baswedan has prioritized environmental sustainability through 

initiatives such as the One Million Trees Movement, which aims to mitigate air pollution, 

combat deforestation, and enhance green spaces in Jakarta (Nugroho et al., 2022). By 

mobilizing community volunteers, government agencies, and private sector partners, 

the movement has made significant strides in expanding Jakarta's urban forest cover 

and promoting ecological resilience in the face of climate change. 

Furthermore, Baswedan has championed policies to address housing 

affordability and social inequality in Jakarta (Elmedni, 2018). Initiatives such as the 

Jakarta Affordable Housing Program and the KJP Plus social assistance scheme aim to 

provide affordable housing options and financial support to low-income households, 

thereby reducing socio-economic disparities and enhancing social cohesion in the city 

(Gan et al., 2017). 

Overall, the analysis highlights Baswedan's commitment to implementing 

innovative and inclusive policies that address the diverse needs of Jakarta's residents 

while promoting sustainable development and social justice (Rohe, 2017). Despite 

challenges and criticisms, his leadership has significantly impacted the city's governance 

landscape and set a precedent for future urban development initiatives in Jakarta and 

beyond. 

 

Evaluation of Social and Economic Policy Impacts in Jakarta 

Implementing Anies Baswedan's social and economic policies has had a 

discernible impact on the quality of life and socio-economic well-being of Jakarta's 

residents (Rulandari et al., 2022; Satrio et al., 2023). A comprehensive evaluation of 

these policy impacts reveals successes and challenges in addressing the city's 

entrenched inequalities and promoting inclusive growth (King et al., 2017). 

On the social front, initiatives such as the KJP Plus program have succeeded in 

providing targeted assistance to vulnerable populations, including low-income families, 

senior citizens, and persons with disabilities (Rulandari et al., 2022). By providing cash 

transfers, healthcare benefits, and educational support, the program has helped 

alleviate poverty, improve access to essential services, and enhance social protection 

for marginalized groups in Jakarta (Rulandari et al., 2022). 

Similarly, efforts to expand affordable housing options through the Jakarta 

Affordable Housing Program have positively increased housing affordability and 

reduced homelessness among low-income households (King et al., 2017). By 

incentivizing private sector investment in affordable housing projects and providing 

subsidized mortgages to eligible beneficiaries, the program has contributed to the 

expansion of decent and affordable housing options for Jakarta's urban poor (King et 

al., 2017; Widyaningsih & Van den Broeck, 2021). 

However, despite these achievements, challenges persist in ensuring equitable 

access to social services and economic opportunities for all residents of Jakarta (Satrio 
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et al., 2023). Issues such as inadequate infrastructure, limited job prospects, and spatial 

segregation continue to hinder the realization of inclusive growth and social cohesion 

in the city (Satrio et al., 2023; Sugeng et al., 2019). Moreover, the COVID-19 pandemic 

has exacerbated pre-existing socio-economic disparities, underscoring the need for 

targeted interventions to support vulnerable communities and build resilience against 

future crises (Rulandari et al., 2022). 

 
Comparison of Infrastructure Performance Before and After Anies Baswedan's 

Leadership 

The infrastructure performance analysis before and after Anies Baswedan's 

leadership reveals notable changes in Jakarta's built environment, transportation 

systems, and urban amenities (Salim et al., 2019). While baseline data on infrastructure 

indicators may vary depending on the timeframe and sources, a qualitative comparison 

can shed light on the trajectory of infrastructure development under Baswedan's 

administration (Amir et al., 2022). 

Before Baswedan's tenure, Jakarta faced significant challenges regarding traffic 

congestion, inadequate public transportation, and environmental degradation (Salim et 

al., 2019). The city's infrastructure was characterized by bottlenecks, inefficiencies, and 

limited capacity to accommodate the needs of a growing population (Amir et al., 2022). 

Road networks were congested, public transit systems were underutilized, and 

environmental degradation threatened public health and quality of life (Salim et al., 

2019). 

However, under Baswedan's leadership, efforts to enhance infrastructure 

performance and improve urban mobility have been prioritized through initiatives such 

as the Jakarta MRT expansion project and the revitalization of waterfront areas (Salim 

et al., 2019). The Jakarta MRT, inaugurated in 2019, has significantly expanded the city's 

mass transit network, providing commuters with a faster, more efficient alternative to 

private vehicles and alleviating pressure on congested roads (Salim et al., 2019). 

Moreover, investments in environmental sustainability, such as the rehabilitation 

of riverbanks and the creation of green spaces, have contributed to improving Jakarta's 

livability and ecological resilience (Kumar et al., 2023). By reclaiming public spaces, 

promoting pedestrian-friendly environments, and integrating green infrastructure into 

urban development plans, Baswedan's administration has sought to create a more 

sustainable and people-centric city (Kumar et al., 2023). 

In conclusion, implementing public policies under Anies Baswedan's leadership 

has had a discernible impact on Jakarta's social, economic, and infrastructural landscape 

(Sustikarini, 2023). While significant strides have been made in addressing key 

challenges and fostering inclusive development, persistent inequalities and structural 

barriers remain (Dzaki & Eriend, 2023). Moving forward, sustained efforts to address 

these challenges, coupled with strategic investments in infrastructure, social welfare, 
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and environmental sustainability, will be essential to realizing Jakarta's full potential as 

a vibrant, inclusive, and resilient metropolis. 

 

 

Table 1: Policy Impacts in Jakarta under Anies Baswedan's Leadership 

Policy Initiative Impact 

Jakarta Smart City 
Program 

Improved efficiency, transparency, and citizen engagement in 
municipal governance 

One Million Trees 
Movement 

Mitigated air pollution, combat deforestation, and enhanced 
green spaces in Jakarta 

Jakarta Affordable 
Housing Program 

Increased housing affordability and reduced homelessness 
among low-income households 

KJP Plus Social 
Assistance Scheme 

Alleviated poverty, improved access to essential services, and 
enhanced social protection 

Jakarta MRT Expansion 
Project 

Expanded mass transit network, improved urban mobility, and 
reduced traffic congestion 

Revitalization of 
Waterfront Areas 

Created pedestrian-friendly environments, reclaimed public 
spaces, and promoted environmental sustainability 

Created, 2024 

 
Successes and Challenges in Anies Baswedan's Governance  

In the realm of social changes, Baswedan's administration in Jakarta has been 

characterized by commendable efforts to address inequalities and enhance social 

welfare through various initiatives (Farhan & Faisal, 2021). Notably, programs like the 

KJP Plus social assistance scheme and affordable housing programs have played a 

significant role in providing tangible support to vulnerable populations and improving 

their access to essential services and housing options (Farhan & Faisal, 2021; Kennedy, 

2022). However, challenges persist in ensuring the equitable distribution of social 

benefits, particularly in marginalized communities and informal settlements where 

access to services remains limited (Kennedy, 2022; Silver, 2016). 

Economically, Jakarta has witnessed positive developments under Baswedan's 

leadership, with policies promoting entrepreneurship, innovation, and job creation 

(Farhan & Faisal, 2021; Kurniawan & Cahyadi, 2019). Initiatives such as the Jakarta Smart 

City program, which leverages technology to stimulate economic growth, have 

enhanced the city's competitiveness (Farhan & Faisal, 2021; Setiawan & Tomsa, 2022). 

However, challenges persist, particularly regarding informal employment and income 

inequality, necessitating targeted interventions to foster inclusive economic 

development (Kurniawan & Cahyadi, 2019; Setiawan & Tomsa, 2022). 

Regarding infrastructural changes, Baswedan's governance agenda has 

prioritized substantial investments in transportation and environmental sustainability 
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(Silver, 2021). Projects such as the Jakarta MRT expansion and waterfront revitalization 

have significantly improved urban mobility and livability in the city (Silver, 2021; 

Kennedy, 2022). Nonetheless, funding constraints and environmental degradation 

remain prominent, highlighting the importance of sustainable infrastructure planning 

and management for Jakarta's future growth (Silver, 2021; Ngin, 2022). 

Table 2: Successes and Challenges in Anies Baswedan's Governance 

Category Successes Challenges 

Social Welfare 

Implementation of social assistance 
programs like the KJP Plus scheme and 

affordable housing initiatives, improving 
access to essential services and housing 

options 

Ensuring equitable distribution 
of social benefits, particularly in 
marginalized communities and 

informal settlements 

Economic 
Changes 

Promotion of entrepreneurship and 
innovation through initiatives like the 

Jakarta Smart City program, enhancing 
economic growth and competitiveness 

Addressing informal 
employment and income 

inequality, fostering inclusive 
economic development 

Infrastructural 
Changes 

Investments in infrastructure projects 
such as the Jakarta MRT expansion and 

waterfront revitalization, improving 
urban mobility and livability 

Overcoming funding 
constraints and environmental 

degradation, ensuring 
sustainable infrastructure 

planning and management 

Created, 2024 

 
Discussion 

Analyzing Anies Baswedan's governance in Jakarta presents a nuanced picture 

of successes and challenges across various policy domains. This discussion delves into 

the findings, drawing insights from the provided data and highlighting critical aspects 

of Baswedan's leadership. Anies Baswedan's tenure as the Governor of Jakarta has 

been characterized by ambitious public policies addressing the city's pressing 

challenges and fostering sustainable development. These policies encompass urban 

planning, environmental sustainability, social welfare, and economic development. The 

Jakarta Smart City program is a flagship initiative leveraging technology and data-driven 

solutions to enhance municipal governance efficiency, transparency, and citizen 

engagement. The program's integration of digital platforms, such as mobile 

applications and online portals, has improved service delivery and empowered citizens 

in decision-making processes (Aisyah et al., 2024). 

Furthermore, Baswedan's emphasis on environmental sustainability is evident 

through initiatives like the One Million Trees Movement, which aims to mitigate air 

pollution, combat deforestation, and enhance green spaces in Jakarta (Nugroho et al., 

2022). This grassroots movement, mobilizing community volunteers, government 

agencies, and private sector partners, has made significant strides in expanding 
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Jakarta's urban forest cover and promoting ecological resilience in the face of climate 

change. In addressing social welfare, Baswedan championed policies to tackle housing 

affordability and social inequality in Jakarta (Elmedni, 2018). The Jakarta Affordable 

Housing Program and the KJP Plus social assistance scheme have provided affordable 

housing options and financial support to low-income households, reducing socio-

economic disparities and enhancing social cohesion in the city (Gan et al., 2017). 

Economically, Jakarta experienced positive developments under Baswedan's 

leadership, with policies promoting entrepreneurship, innovation, and job creation 

(Farhan & Faisal, 2021; Kurniawan & Cahyadi, 2019). In particular, the Jakarta Smart City 

program played a pivotal role in stimulating economic growth and enhancing the city's 

competitiveness through technological advancements (Farhan & Faisal, 2021; Setiawan 

& Tomsa, 2022). However, challenges persisted, especially concerning informal 

employment and income inequality, underscoring the need for targeted interventions 

to foster inclusive economic development (Kurniawan & Cahyadi, 2019; Setiawan & 

Tomsa, 2022). 

Infrastructural changes were also a focal point of Baswedan's governance 

agenda, with substantial investments in transportation and environmental 

sustainability (Silver, 2021). Projects such as the Jakarta MRT expansion and waterfront 

revitalization significantly improved urban mobility and livability in the city (Silver, 2021; 

Kennedy, 2022). Despite these achievements, funding constraints and environmental 

degradation remained prominent challenges, emphasizing the importance of 

sustainable infrastructure planning and management for Jakarta's future growth 

(Silver, 2021; Ngin, 2022). 

The findings underscore Anies Baswedan's commitment to implementing 

innovative and inclusive policies to address Jakarta's complex challenges. While 

significant strides have been made across various policy domains, persistent inequalities 

and structural barriers highlight the ongoing need for targeted interventions and 

sustainable development strategies. Baswedan's leadership sets a precedent for future 

urban development initiatives in Jakarta and beyond, emphasizing the importance of 

holistic approaches to governance that prioritize sustainability, social welfare, and 

economic prosperity. 

 
Conclusion 

The literature review has comprehensively analyzed the governance, policies, 

and impacts of Anies Baswedan's leadership in Jakarta. It has elucidated the 

multifaceted nature of urban governance, highlighting the interplay between social, 

economic, and infrastructural dynamics in shaping the city's trajectory. Baswedan's 

tenure has witnessed commendable efforts to address social inequalities, promote 

economic growth, and enhance infrastructure, resulting in tangible improvements in 

the quality of life for Jakarta's residents. However, persistent challenges remain in social 
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welfare, economic inclusion, and sustainable development, underscoring the 

complexities of governing a rapidly growing metropolis. 

The literature review findings have significant implications for understanding 

Anies Baswedan's leadership in Jakarta. They highlight his proactive approach to 

governance, characterized by a mix of progressive policies, innovative solutions, and 

collaborative initiatives. Baswedan's emphasis on social welfare, economic 

development, and environmental sustainability reflects a holistic vision for Jakarta's 

future, grounded in inclusivity, resilience, and sustainability principles. However, the 

challenges faced by his administration, particularly in addressing entrenched 

inequalities and navigating complex urban dynamics, underscore the need for strategic 

leadership, effective governance mechanisms, and sustained efforts to overcome 

obstacles and realize policy objectives. 

The literature review has identified several avenues for further research on Anies 

Baswedan's leadership in Jakarta. Future studies could delve deeper into specific policy 

areas, such as housing affordability, transportation, or environmental sustainability, to 

assess the long-term impacts and effectiveness of Baswedan's initiatives. Moreover, 

comparative analyses with other cities or regions could provide valuable insights into 

the transferability of policies and governance models in diverse urban contexts. Studies 

exploring public perceptions, stakeholder perspectives, and institutional dynamics 

could enrich our understanding of the socio-political factors shaping governance 

outcomes under Baswedan's leadership. Overall, the literature review has laid the 

groundwork for continued inquiry into urban governance and leadership complexities 

in Jakarta, offering opportunities for further research and scholarly exploration. 
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