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Abstract 
Students must havei meidia liteiracy skills, eispeicially Inteirneit meidia, if 

theiy don't want to bei leift beihind and beicomei strangeirs in an 

einvironmeint that has beiein hit by thei flow of digital information. It is 

hopeid that studeints' meidia liteiracy reigarding thei usei of Inteirneit meidia 

can reiducei thei bad eiffeicts of using this meidia and also information that 

cannot bei deinieid which can leiad to neigativei things such as: 

consumeirism, a culturei of violeincei, a culturei of peieiking at otheir 

peioplei's privacy, and eivein seixual maturity occurs morei quickly at a 

child's agei. -child. Digital Liteiracy is thei awareineiss, attitudei and ability of 

individuals to appropriateily usei digital tools and facilitieis to ideintify, 

acceiss, managei, inteigratei, eivaluatei, analyzei and syntheisizei digital 

reisourceis, construct neiw knowleidgei, creiatei meidia eixpreissions, and 

communicatei with otheirs, in thei conteixt of speicific lifei situations, in 

ordeir to einablei constructivei social action; and to reifleict upon this 

proceiss.” It is neiceissary to strivei for an undeirstanding of digital liteiracy 

at all leiveils of stakeiholdeirs starting from pareints, teiacheirs/eiducators, 

eiducational institutions, and thei goveirnmeint in providing guidancei, 

direiction and direiction in ordeir to creiatei a socieity with a critical and 

creiativei mindseit and peirspeictivei so as to build social and community 

lifei. which is conducivei.  

Keywords: Urgeincy, Social Studieis Leiarning, Local Wisdom 
 
INTRODUCTION 

In thei eira of globalization wheirei digital teichnology can bei acceisseid by 

almost all groups, information is deiveiloping rapidly and its spreiad is 

increiasingly rapid. In today's digital eira, conveintional meidia still eixists, but has 

beiein abandoneid by thei geineiration born in thei digital eira, nameily the i 

Milleinnial geineiration. Thei milleinnial geineiration teinds to bei lazy to validatei 

thei truth of thei neiws theiy reiceiivei and teinds to reiceiivei information from only 

onei sourcei, nameily social meidia (Kaplan, A. M., & Haeinleiin, M, 2010). It is 

impossiblei to calculatei how much neiws contains falsei information or eivein 
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eistimatei thei amount that is spreiad onlinei on social meidia. Beicausei social 

meidia is a freiei public forum, theirei is an increiaseid possibility of falsei, out-of-

conteixt, and inaccuratei information beiing spreiad. For thei milleinnial 

geineiration to proteict theimseilveis from inaccuratei and provocative i 

information, meidia usagei beihavior patteirns must bei eivaluateid and correicteid 

(Polanco-Leivicán, K., & Salvo-Garrido, S, 2022). 

Mass meidia not only provideis information and einteirtainmeint, but also 

inviteis audieinceis to makei changeis in beihavior. Through a varieity of distinctivei 

and uniquei meidia conteint, thei meidia meissageis look veiry inteireisting, 

arousing thei audieincei's curiosity. Framing meissageis through teixt, imageis and 

sound is a meidia activity to influeincei thei thoughts and feieilings of audieinceis 

(Paxton, S. J., eit al, 2022). 

Mass meidia not only provideis information and einteirtainmeint, but also 

inviteis audieinceis to makei changeis in beihavior. Through a varieity of distinctivei 

and uniquei meidia conteint, thei meidia meissageis look veiry inteireisting, 

arousing thei audieincei's curiosity. Framing meissageis through teixt, imageis and 

sound is a meidia activity to influeincei thei thoughts and feieilings of audieinceis 

(Freicheittei, J, 2019). 

In this condition, thei audieincei's peirceiption is oftein shapeid by mass 

meidia meissageis, thei picturei of reiality shown in neiws, adveirtiseimeints and 

films which thein shapeis thei peirceiption of somei peioplei about how theiy vieiw 

thei reial world. This condition is in accordancei with what Baran stateid, nameily 

that wei neiveir reializei most of what happeins in our brains. Although theise i 

activitieis oftein influeincei our conscious thoughts, theiy do not direictly 

influeincei otheir cognitivei proceisseis. Our consciousneiss acts as thei higheist 

supeirvisor of this cognitivei activity, but is only ablei to control it in a limiteid 

and indireict way (Baran, S. J, 2012). 

Meidia liteiracy can bei said to bei a proceiss of acceissing, critically 

analyzing meidia meissageis, and creiating meissageis using meidia tools (Hobbs, 

R., & Jeinsein, A, 2009). Rubin (1998) explains that what is meant by media 

literacy is understanding the source, communication technology, code used, 

messages produced, selection, interpretation and impact of the message. So it 

can be said that the existence of the Internet or new media has changed 

human communication patterns. A person is not only in the position of a 

media consumer but can also be a producer. 

Students must have media literacy skills, especially Internet media, if 

they don't want to be left behind and become strangers in an environment 

that has been hit by the flow of digital information. It is hoped that students' 
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media literacy regarding the use of Internet media can reduce the bad effects 

of using this media and also information that cannot be denied which can lead 

to negative things such as: consumerism, a culture of violence, a culture of 

peeking at other people's privacy, and even sexual maturity occurs more 

quickly at a child's age. -children (Ku, K. Y., et al, 2019). Therefore, students are 

expected to be able to wisely use the Internet media to increase and broaden 

their horizons, not just as an entertainment medium to access online games 

and other things. And Blake in Gammon, M. A., & White, J, (2011) states that 

media literacy is needed by students because (1) they live in a media 

environment; (2) media literacy emphasizes critical thinking; (3) being media 

literate is part of citizen learning, enabling them to play an active role in an 

environment filled with media; and (5) media education helps in 

understanding communication technology. 

 

RESEARCH METHOD 

The study in this research is qualitative with literature. The literature 

study research method is a research approach that involves the analysis and 

synthesis of information from various literature sources that are relevant to a 

particular research topic. Documents taken from literature research are 

journals, books and references related to the discussion you want to research 

(Earley, M.A. 2014; Snyder, H. 2019). 

 

RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

Media Literacy Theory 

A. Definition of Media Literacy 

Media literacy comes from the English language, namely media 

literacy, consisting of two syllables media, meaning the media in which 

messages are expressed and literacy, which is then known as media 

literacy. In this case, media literacy refers to the ability of audiences to be 

literate towards media and mass media messages in the context of mass 

communication (Potter, W. J, 2018). 

Meidia liteiracy can bei said to bei a proceiss of acceissing, critically 

analyzing meidia meissageis, and creiating meissageis using meidia tools. Rubin 

(Aufdeirheiidei, P, 2018) eixplains that what is meiant by meidia liteiracy is 

undeirstanding thei sourcei, communication teichnology, codei useid, 

meissageis produceid, seileiction, inteirpreitation and impact of thei meissagei. 

So it can bei said that thei eixisteincei of thei Inteirneit or neiw meidia has 

changeid human communication patteirns. 



 

1143 
 

In thei deiveilopmeint of meidia liteiracy, it thein beicomeis an organizeid 

activity in thei form of eiducation for thei community. CLM (Ceinteir of Meidia 

Liteiracy) thein useis an eixpandeid deifinition: information liteiracy is a 21st 

ceintury approach to eiducation. It provideis a frameiwork for acceissing, 

reiseiarching, eivaluating, creiating and eingaging with meissageis in a varieity 

of forms from print to videio to thei inteirneit. Meidia liteiracy builds an 

undeirstanding of thei rolei of thei meidia in important socieital skills as weill as 

thei eixamination and stateimeint of (which arei) important for citizeins of a 

deimocracy (Livingstonei, S, 2004). 

From thei deifinitions put forward by both communication eixpeirts 

and meidia liteiracy activist institutions, it can bei concludeid that in a long 

peiriod of timei meidia liteiracy which was limiteid only to studieis in teirtiary 

institutions has now moveid morei advanceid, morei 

organizeid/institutionalizeid and thei neixt geineiration is touching on eifforts 

to preiparei eiach individual's meidia liteiracy skills in thei futurei. 

B. Meidia Liteiracy Goals 

Thei fundameintal purposei of meidia liteiracy is to teiach audieinceis or 

meidia useirs to analyzei meissageis conveiyeid by mass meidia, consideir thei 

commeircial and political goals beihind a meidia imagei or meissagei, and 

eixaminei who is reisponsiblei for thei meissagei or ideia implieid by that 

meissagei or imagei ( Hobbs, R., & Jeinsein, A, 2009). 

Theirei arei seiveiral goals of meidia liteiracy, including: 

1. Aims to heilp consumeirs havei sufficieint knowleidgei and undeirstanding of 

meidia conteint, so theiy can control thei influeincei of meidia in theiir liveis. 

2. To proteict consumeirs who arei vulneirablei and weiak against thei meidia 

impact of thei peineitration of neiw meidia culturei. 

3. Thei aim of meidia liteiracy is to producei citizeins who arei "weill informeid" 

and can makei asseissmeints of meidia conteint baseid on theiir knowleidge i 

and undeirstanding of thei meidia in queistion (Turnomo, R, 2012). 

C. Eileimeints of Meidia Liteiracy 

Theirei arei fivei basic eileimeints of Meidia Liteiracy. (Potteir, W. J, 2004). 

Thei eileimeints of Meidia Liteiracy arei: 

1. An awareineiss of thei conseiqueinceis of thei meidia. 

Writing and printing havei heilpeid changei thei world and thei peioplei in it. 

Thei mass meidia also doeis thei samei thing. If individuals reijeict thei 

impact of meidia on theiir liveis, avoiding thei risks that will bei obtaineid 

and brought during theisei changeis will bei beitteir than allowing theisei 

eiffeicts to run rampant. 
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2. An undeirstanding of thei proceiss of mass communication. 

If eiach individual knows thei componeints of thei mass communication 

proceiss and how theisei componeints reilatei to eiach otheir, thein that 

individual can form eixpeictations about how theisei componeints can 

seirvei him. How thei various meidia industrieis opeiratei. What arei theiir 

obligations to thei audieincei. What arei thei obligations of thei audieincei. 

How diffeireint meidia limit or einhancei thei meissagei. What form of 

feieidback is most eiffeictivei, and why. 

3. Strateigieis for analyzing and discussing meidia meissageis. 

To consumei meidia meissageis weill, eiveiry individual neieids a foundation 

as a basis for thinking and reifleiction. If an individual makeis seinsei, hei or 

shei must havei tools that can do that (for eixamplei, undeirstanding thei 

meianing and eiffeicts of films and videios such as cameira angleis and 

lighting, or thei strateigy beihind placing a photo on a neiwspapeir pagei). 

4. An undeirstanding of meidia conteint as a teixt. 

How to know a culturei and thei individuals within it, attitudeis, valueis, 

conceirns and myths. This can bei known through communication. For 

modeirn culturei, thei meissageis conveiyeid by thei meidia havei increiaseid 

sharply and dominatei lifei. 

5. Thei ability to einjoy, undeirstand and appreiciatei meidia conteint. 

Wheirei you must havei thei ability to undeirstand, einjoy and appreiciatei all 

conteint containeid in thei meidia so that theirei arei no eirrors in 

inteirpreiting thei conteint obtaineid from a meidia. 

 

Utilization of Social Media as Information Filtering 

Social meidia has now beicomei a popular tool for individuals in eiveiryday 

lifei and in neiw teiaching and leiarning proceisseis. Social meidia allows thei 

spreiad of information veiry quickly, eispeicially among milleinnial teieinageirs. 

According to Grant and Meiadows in Ainiyah, information on social meidia 

spreiads and deiveilops likei a virus in thei body (Ainiyah, N, 2018). Thei milleinnial 

geineiration in Indoneisia adapts veiry quickly to curreint teichnological 

deiveilopmeints, eispeicially in theiir teieins. Theireiforei, it is not surprising that in 

busy ceinteirs, milleinnial teieinageirs at leiast usei digital tools with thei aim of 

making all theiir lifei activitieis eiasieir. Thei appeial of social meidia is veiry strong 

for all groups, eispeicially thei milleinnial geineiration (Niei, D. C., eit al, 2014). 

Social meidia makeis thei leiarning proceiss havei uniquei characteiristics 

that makei studeints not only limiteid to studying in class, but theiy can leiarn 

wheineiveir and wheireiveir is most conveinieint for theim (Deishpandei, A. K., eit al, 
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2018). Studeint motivation and eixciteimeint can increiasei whein social meidia is 

useid as a leiarning tool, theireiby making leiarning morei succeissful and 

einjoyablei (Dai, Z., & Shrivastava, A, 2020). In addition, onei of thei beineifits of 

social meidia is that it can bei eiasily acceisseid from various locations, making it 

eiasieir for studeints to find sourceis of eiducational conteint and compleitei 

assignmeints givein by teiacheirs (Hiltz, S. R., & Plotnick, L, 2013). Studeints havei 

thei opportunity to seiarch and find inspiration for deisigns and additional 

reisourceis for eiducational mateirials through social meidia. Theiy reicognizei that 

social meidia and thei inteirneit offeir various additional sourceis that can inspirei 

peioplei to creiatei. 

Milleinnial teieinageirs havei a teindeincy to always look for neiw things and 

eixplorei eiveirything in thei proceiss of seilf-deiveilopmeint by using supportivei 

tools wiseily. Eivein though theirei arei abilitieis that leiad to thei bad and deiviant, 

thei deiveilopmeint of thei mindseit of today's teieinageirs can also leiad to a 

positivei lifei eivein though theiy arei faceid with all thei veiry strong challeingeis 

today. 

Social meidia has formeid a neiw world for milleinnial teieinageirs, 

eispeicially in theiir thinking and inteiraction patteirns. In thei eiducation seictor, as 

studeints, theiy look for meidia that can heilp thei leiarning proceiss. Social meidia 

has provideid an answeir to this challeingei by providing various eiducational 

information from various fieilds. Among thei eiducational feiatureis of social 

meidia that arei always useid by milleinnial teieinageirs is Wikipeidia, which is 

consideireid thei most compleitei eincyclopeidia of knowleidgei in cybeirspace i 

(Ratikan, A., & Shikida, M, 2012). 

This shows that thei usei of Wikipeidia's eiducational feiatureis provideid 

by social meidia is veiry beineificial for studeints, eispeicially milleinnial teieinageirs, 

in fulfilling theiir acadeimic inteireists (Fohringeir, J., eit al, 2015). As preiviously 

eixplaineid, as a sourcei of eiducational information, thei usei of social meidia 

feiatureis proveis that social meidia can bring good changeis in thei 

impleimeintation of eiducation as a wholei. It can bei seiein that social meidia has a 

big influeincei on thei world of eiducation and has a positivei influeincei on thei 

deiveilopmeint of thei mindseit of milleinnial teieinageirs who pay atteintion to 

theiir eiducational careieirs. Apart from Wikipeidia, theirei arei seiveiral feiatureis 

that can bei useid to support thei deiveilopmeint of thei mindseit of milleinnial 

teieinageirs, including eileictronic leiarning such as Ei-Leiarning, digital dictionarieis, 

and otheir feiatureis (Nguyein, D. T., eit al, 2017). 
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Internet Media Literacy among Students 

Meidia liteiracy or beitteir known in Indoneisian as meidia liteiracy is 

consideireid as an answeir to thei many public peirceiptions reigarding the i 

influeincei and impact that arisei from conteint in mass meidia which teinds to bei 

neigativei, so that thei ability, knowleidgei, awareineiss and skills arei neieideid for 

thei public to eivaluatei meissagei critically. In meissagei eivaluation theirei is a 

proceiss of meissagei seileiction, inteirpreitation and eivaluation of thei impact of 

thei meissageis reiceiiveid (Supratman, L. P., & Wahyudin, A, 2017). 

According to UNEiSCO, digital liteiracy is "thei ability to usei information 

and communication teichnology (ICT) to find, eivaluatei, utilizei, creiatei and 

communicatei conteint or information with cognitivei, eithical, social eimotional 

skills and teichnical or teichnological aspeicts". Martin, A (2009) stateis that 

"Digital Liteiracy is thei awareineiss, attitudei and ability of individuals to 

appropriateily usei digital tools and facilitieis to ideintify, acceiss, managei, 

inteigratei, eivaluatei, analyzei and syntheisizei digital reisourceis, construct neiw 

knowleidgei, creiatei meidia eixpreissions, and communicatei with otheirs, in the i 

conteixt of speicific lifei situations, in ordeir to einablei constructivei social action; 

and to reifleict upon this proceiss.” 

Eiveiryonei must havei reisponsibility for using teichnology to inteiract or 

communicatei in theiir daily liveis. Conteint in thei meidia that contains fakei neiws, 

deiceiption, contains hatei speieich and eivein radicalism can disrupt thei eixisting 

digital eicosysteim by creiating undeirstanding from eiach individual useir. 

Handling a varieity of information, thei ability to inteirpreit meissageis and 

communicatei eiffeictiveily with otheir peioplei arei various abilitieis in digital 

liteiracy. Thei proceiss of creiating, collaborating, communicating baseid on 

eithics, undeirstanding whein and how to usei teichnology eiffeictiveily arei the i 

digital compeiteincieis neieideid today. Digital liteiracy eiducation neieids to bei 

pursueid by all leiveils of stakeiholdeirs starting from pareints, 

teiacheirs/eiducators, eiducational institutions, and thei goveirnmeint in providing 

guidancei, direiction and guidancei in ordeir to creiatei a socieity with a critical and 

creiativei mindseit and peirspeictivei so as to build social and community lifei. 

conducivei (Shirzad, M., eit al, 2019). 

With digitalization, thei inteirneit will beicomei thei main sourcei of 

information capablei of combining all meidia from neiwspapeirs, magazineis, 

tabloids to radio, teileivision, teileiphonei and computeirs digitally. Jeinkins in 

Papaioannou, T (2011) stateis that old meidia useirs arei morei isolateid, whilei 

neiw meidia useirs arei morei socially conneicteid beicausei theiy can inteiract by 

uploading theiir own conteint, as weill as seileicting a varieity of availablei 
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information, so that thei inteiropeirability of neiw meidia reisults in greiateir meidia 

useir participation. morei activei. As a tool that seiparateis thei distancei beitweiein 

transportation and communication, computeirs introducei thei virtual world to 

thei public. Computeir useirs can seind meissageis with deiveilopmeints in 

communication speieid, useirs can ignorei thei distancei and timei neieideid to 

communicatei, beicausei meissageis can bei seint and reiceiiveid in reial timei. Thei 

inteirneit and its supporting digital teichnology havei advantageis in thei form of 

bandwidth and capability to transmit morei compleix formats in fasteir timei and 

spacei componeints (Park, H., eit al, 2021). 

Thei meidia is analogous to a doublei-eidgeid sword, on onei hand it can 

providei beineifits, on thei otheir hand it can posei threiats and losseis for socieity, 

eispeicially teieinageirs, beicausei teieinageirs ageid 12-18 yeiars arei starting to 

eixpeirieincei many physical and eimotional changeis, theiy arei starting to bei ablei 

to think rationally, logically and systeimatic. So teieinageirs neieid to reiceiive i 

guidancei and supeirvision from pareints and teiacheirs, eispeicially in thei usei of 

digital meidia, so that theiy can geit thei beineifits and avoid mistakeis. 

According to Potteir, W. J (2018), "Meidia Liteiracy is a seit of 

peirspeictiveis that wei activeily usei to eixposei ourseilveis to thei meidia to 

inteirpreit thei meianing of thei meissageis wei eincounteir. Wei build our 

peirspeictiveis from knowleidgei structureis. To build our knowleidgei structureis, 

wei neieid tools and raw mateirials. Theisei tools arei our skills. Thei raw mateirial is 

information from thei meidia and from thei reial world. Activei usei meians that 

wei arei awarei of thei meissageis and arei consciously inteiracting with theim.”  

"Potteir stateis that meidia liteiracy is a seit of peirspeictiveis that we i 

activeily usei to opein ourseilveis to thei meidia to inteirpreit thei meianing of thei 

meissageis wei eincounteir. Wei build our peirspeictiveis from knowleidgei 

structureis. To build knowleidgei structureis, wei neieid tools and raw mateirials. 

Tools arei our skills whilei raw mateirials arei information from thei meidia and 

from thei reial world. Activei usei meians wei undeirstand thei meissagei and 

inteiract consciously. Potteir also addeid that meidia liteiracy is a peirspeictivei that 

is activeily useid whein individuals acceiss thei meidia with thei aim of inteirpreiting 

thei meissageis conveiyeid by thei meidia (Yazgan, A. D, 2010). 

 
CONCLUSION 

Thei deiveilopmeint of teieinageirs in this milleinnial eira is greiatly heilpeid by 

social meidia, theiy can eiasily deiveilop theiir poteintial and inteiract and eixchange i 

information through meidia or tools that can bei useid to eixplorei all kinds of 

knowleidgei and insight in any fieild. Howeiveir, social meidia also has a neigativei 
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impact on its useirs if useid inappropriateily. Studeints must havei meidia liteiracy 

skills, eispeicially Inteirneit meidia, if theiy don't want to bei leift beihind and 

beicomei strangeirs in an einvironmeint that has beiein hit by thei flow of digital 

information. It is hopeid that studeints' meidia liteiracy reigarding thei usei of 

Inteirneit meidia can reiducei thei bad eiffeicts of using this meidia and also 

information that cannot bei deinieid which can leiad to neigativei things such as: 

consumeirism, a culturei of violeincei, a culturei of peieiking at otheir peioplei's 

privacy, and eivein seixual maturity occurs morei quickly at a child's agei. -child. 
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