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Abstract 
Gender inequality in public and political life is a global challenge faced by 
society in the era of democracy where a meaningful democracy is a 
democracy that pays attention to and fights for the interests of the 
majority of Indonesia's population, which consists of women. The role of 
women in politics is actually the role of women's volunteerism to involve 
themselves in government institutions. There is no compulsion if women 
have to enter politics. However, it is based on women's own awareness 
to get involved in politics. To encourage an increase in women's political 
participation, a thorough understanding and analysis is needed so that 
appropriate policy recommendations are produced. Many arguments 
explain the importance of women's involvement in representation in 
politics, but empirical conditions also show that there are many factors 
that hinder women's political participation. The efforts made to increase 
women's political participation in Indonesia are: a. Political Education 
from the family; b. Encourage involvement in the organization; c. 
Advocacy for women about the importance of women being involved in 
politics; d. Preparing girls from an early age to become familiar with 
politics. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Politics and women are a necessity in government in Indonesia. In the 

world of politics, the role of women is very much needed to represent the 

voices of women in Indonesia. Their position in the legislative body is a 

strategic position in influencing policies to be taken by the government 

related to women's interests (Muhtaj, M. E, 2007). 

The role of women in politics is actually the role of women's 

volunteerism to involve themselves in government institutions. There is no 

compulsion if women have to enter politics. However, it is based on women's 

own awareness to get involved in politics (Ford, L, 2018). Gender equality for 

women is not only in the political field, but also in other fields of work. Other 

areas of work that were previously only intended for men can now be done by 

women. 
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According to Dolan, J., et al (2021), said that: "Basically, women's 

political participation is the voluntary activity of women who are members of 

the political women's caucus community. This caucus consists of various 

elements, including political observers, women activists, lecturers, women 

parliamentarians, female political party cadres and so on, so that in this caucus 

they take part in the process of selecting rulers, either directly or indirectly in 

the policy formation process. general. In general, participation is not only in 

the political field, but in all areas of life, because women have the right and 

obligation to take part or participate actively, so it requires hard and overall 

struggle from all women in all lines, especially in political lines which are very 

influential. towards policy products” (Waring, M, 2010). This gender equality 

further improves the quality of Indonesian women in their participation in 

various national and state lives. 

Women in Indonesia are required to participate in development, but on 

the other hand, women must not forget their nature as mothers and wives 

(Kuntari, I. S., et al, 2017). According to Lovenduski, J (2002) said that: "On the 

one hand, Indonesian women are required to play a role in all sectors in order 

to contribute to development, on the other hand there is a demand that 

Indonesian women not forget their nature as women. The dilemmatic 

situation faced by women is experienced by Indonesian women who have 

careers in politics. Women with careers feel called to dedicate their talents 

and skills to the development of the nation and state. Apart from that, women 

are often haunted by the opinion that exists in society that women must serve 

the family." However, it is a choice for women to involve themselves in 

politics, there is no compulsion for women to take part in politics. 

The dual role of women in development in Indonesia encourages these 

women to participate in politics. A noble goal because they want equality in 

exercising their rights and obligations as citizens (Purwanto, D. A, 2021). On 

the other hand, she plays a role as a politician, but on the other hand, she 

plays a role as a mother in the household. Playing these roles must be 

balanced, don't let one role be destroyed because you focus too much on the 

other role. 

Most women think gender equality means equal position in work. This 

is not completely true and not completely wrong. In the political field, 

women's participation in general elections also constitutes equal rights. 

However, meeting the quota of 30% of women's representation in 

government has not yet been achieved. The quota desired by the government 
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has not been achieved due to various factors that do not allow women to sit in 

government (Lorenza, D. G, 2022). 

There are differences in responses regarding women circulating in 

society (Robinson, K. M., & Bessell, S, 2002). The first view assumes that the 

position between men and women is actually no problem so that women's 

condition is not a problem. This view suggests that women benefit from their 

positions and maintain those positions that make them comfortable. The 

second view assumes that there are injustices felt by women today which they 

feel need to be changed. There are four divisions regarding the statements of 

oppressed women, namely liberalists, radicalists, Marxists and socialists. 

 
RESEARCH METHOD 

Thei study in this reiseiarch is qualitativei with liteiraturei. Thei liteirature i 

study reiseiarch meithod is a reiseiarch approach that involveis thei analysis and 

syntheisis of information from various liteiraturei sourceis that arei reileivant to a 

particular reiseiarch topic. Documeints takein from liteiraturei reiseiarch are i 

journals, books and reifeireinceis reilateid to thei discussion you want to reiseiarch 

(Eiarleiy, M.A. 2014; Snydeir, H. 2019). 

 
RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

The Role of Government in Women's Empowerment 

Baseid on Indoneisian statistics, it is known that thei numbeir of womein 

occupying a greiateir peirceintagei than mein, nameily 50.3%. This data shows that 

womein arei a greiateir reisourcei than mein. With this amount, if supporteid by 

good quality and eixpeirieincei, thei leiveil of community weilfarei will increiase i 

(Purnamawati, I. G. A., & Utama, M. S, 2019). 

Various eifforts havei beiein madei by thei statei to improvei thei living 

standards of womein in particular and socieity in geineiral. Both at thei leiveil of 

policieis, activitieis and deiveilopmeint programs that arei orieinteid towards 

achieiving eiquality and eiliminating geindeir gaps in peioplei's liveis. On thei otheir 

hand, civil socieity supports it by balancing goveirnmeint administration, 

planning and impleimeintation. Theirei is awareineiss that thei succeiss of National 

Deiveilopmeint in Indoneisia is veiry deipeindeint on thei rolei of mein and womein 

as actors and thei utilization of deiveilopmeint reisults. In its impleimeintation, up 

to now, womein's participation has not beiein optimizeid, thus contributing to 

thei eimeirgeincei of geindeir ineiquality and injusticei (Veirma, M. M, 2009). 

Geindeir injusticei and ineiquality is known as thei geindeir gap, which in 

turn giveis risei to geindeir probleims. Onei indicator that can bei useid to meiasurei 
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geindeir gaps is geindeir eimpoweirmeint meiasureimeint (GEiM) and thei Geindeir 

Reilateid Deiveilopmeint Indeix (GDI) which arei an inseiparablei part of Human 

Deiveilopmeint (Tripathy, B., & Raha, S, 2019). 

Baseid on thei 2002 Human Deiveilopmeint Reiport (Runtunuwu, P. C. H, 

2020). Indoneisia's GDI is rankeid 91st out of 173. Meianwhilei HDI is rankeid 110th 

out of 173 countrieis which is still beihind compareid to countrieis in ASEiAN, for 

eixamplei, Malaysia, Thailand, thei Philippineis which arei rankeid 59th, 70th and 

77th reispeictiveily. Thei 1999-2004 Statei Policy Guideilineis (GBHN) mandatei that 

to improvei thei rolei and position of womein, it is neiceissary to deiveilop a 

national policy carrieid out by an institution that is capablei of reializing geindeir 

eiquality and justicei, as weill as increiasing thei indeipeindeincei and ability of 

womein's organizations. 

To reiducei this gap, thei goveirnmeint has issueid seiveiral reigulations that 

can support thei reialization of geindeir eiquality and justicei, nameily as follows: 

1. Law Numbeir 7 of 1984 conceirning Ratification of thei Conveintion on thei 

Eilimination of all Forms of Discrimination against womein. 

2. Preisideintial Instruction Numbeir 9 of 2000 conceirning Geindeir 

Mainstreiaming (Neiufeild, B., & Van Schoeilandt, C, 2014). 

 
Women's Participation in Politics 

Indoneisian womein arei no longeir confineid in inteilleictual darkneiss. 

Womein who weirei preiviously not alloweid to go to school, only alloweid to 

cleian thei housei, cook, seiw and takei carei of childrein, can now einjoy acceiss to 

eiducation. A woman's dutieis and reisponsibilitieis arei not just to bei an addition 

to thei houseihold. Howeiveir, theiy must bei ablei to discuss thei direiction of theiir 

nation's progreiss (Claveiro, S., & Galligan, Y, 2021). 

Talking about politics is not only donei by politicians, thei goveirnmeint or 

bureiaucrats but all leiveils of socieity. At eiveiry coffeiei hangout wei can heiar 

reisideints discussing politics, deibating which candidatei pair is thei beist or 

criticizing goveirnmeint policieis. It can bei said that womein's reipreiseintation in 

thei political fieild is still far from eixpeictations (Bari, F, 2005). In Indoneisia 

itseilf, womein who einteir thei world of politics arei still shackleid by theiir 

background, patriarchal culturei, and geindeir diffeireinceis. Although until now 

theirei havei always beiein eifforts to improvei this probleim. 

Thei Ministry of Womein's Eimpoweirmeint and Child Proteiction of the i 

Reipublic of Indoneisia continueis to strivei to increiasei womein's participation in 

politics. Thei creiation of policieis such as UU No. 10 of 2008 articlei 55 paragraph 

2 impleimeinting a zippeir systeim which stipulateis that for eiveiry 3 poteintial 
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candidateis theirei is at leiast onei woman. Fulfillmeint of thei 30 peirceint quota 

for womein's reipreiseintation in parliameint is in fact still far from satisfactory 

(Kumar, D. P, 2017). This figurei was not fully achieiveid and eivein gavei risei to 

pros and cons within thei party. Thei author beilieiveis that theirei are i 

fundameintal things that makei it so difficult for womein to einteir thei world of 

politics. It is a patriarchal culturei. A systeim that is still maintaineid and 

maintaineid in peioplei's liveis. An assumption that womein arei loweir in rank 

than mein. Womein arei weiak creiatureis and must bei proteicteid so theiy must bei 

treiateid according to mein's wisheis. Thei worry is that it will actually leiad to 

caseis of violeincei against womein. 

No leiss dangeirous is thei eiffeict of this stigma. Whein womein consideir 

this to bei someithing taboo. Beilieiving that this has beicomei a natural law that 

cannot bei changeid. so that whein faceid with mein fighting for officei positions, 

for eixamplei, theirei will bei a feieiling of peissimism about winning. Or feieil proud 

to bei leid by a woman. Eivein though Indoneisia is a deimocratic country with 

Pancasila. Eiveiry individual in socieity has his or heir own freieidom. Freieidom to 

eixpreiss oneiseilf to carry out all social actions whilei reimaining bound by 

applicablei laws. Voting or nominating to bei eileicteid in socieity. It's all part of 

deimocracy (Meirvis, Z., eit al, 2013). 

Likeiwisei, thei fifth principlei which stateis social justicei for all Indoneisian 

peioplei eimphasizeis that culturalization in Indoneisian socieity is not justifieid. 

Theirei should bei no discrimination, division or classing in socieity, eispeicially 

baseid on geindeir beitweiein womein and mein. Eiveirything is consideireid thei 

samei eintity and is actually treiateid fairly. justicei in thei political, eiconomic and 

social spheireis of socieity. With thei birth of neiw Kartini such as Mrs. Meigawati 

Soeikarno Putri as thei first feimalei preisideint in Indoneisia, it is proof that 

womein arei no leiss poweirful than mein. Mrs. Sri Mulyani who seirveis as 

ministeir of financei or Mrs. Reitno Marsudi as ministeir of foreiign affairs. Theiy 

arei somei of thei many greiat womein who havei important roleis in this country 

(Costa, A. A. A, 2010). 

Thei feimalei figureis abovei can providei a breiath of freish air for all 

Indoneisian womein today. Deiveiloping einthusiasm and motivation to play an 

activei rolei in politics. Likeiwisei in otheir eiconomic and social fieilds of socieity. 

Raising awareineiss of eiqual opportunitieis in citizeinship. Thei bottom linei is that 

theirei arei rights, obligations and political spacei that can bei filleid to fight for 

thei futurei fatei of thei nation and statei (Costa, A. A. A, 2010). Likeiwisei, thei 

goveirnmeint must bei ablei to guaranteiei thei seicurity of eiveiry woman's political 

rights in accordancei with deimocratic valueis and thei principleis of Pancasila. So 
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all Indoneisian womein don't neieid to heisitatei whein theiy havei to geit involveid 

in politics. Theirei is no feiar whein it comeis to beiing a leiadeir in a goveirnmeint 

ageincy/institution. 

Thei largei numbeir of womein einteiring thei world of politics in Indoneisia 

is not a neiw story. According to Huntington and Neilson (Waring, M, 2010), 

"Talking about womein and politics is an inteireisting discussion. Beicausei, the i 

political rolei of womein from thei peirspeictivei of radical feiminists is wheirei a 

total transformation occurs, thei rolei of womein from thei domeistic reialm to 

thei public reialm. Or in popular languagei, eiquality. Womein's involveimeint in 

thei political areina is nothing neiw. "In thei history of womein's strugglei, 

womein's participation in deiveilopmeint, much progreiss has beiein achieiveid, 

eispeicially in thei fieilds of eiducation, eiconomics, social, culturei and 

goveirnmeint." Thei reiason for womein to takei part in goveirnmeint is veiry 

important to reipreiseint womein's voiceis so that thei policieis madei takei into 

account womein's inteireists as weill. 

According to Talib (Munir, S., eit al, 2014) said that: "In teirms of 

ideiology and human rights, womein havei thei samei position as mein. Womein 

and mein havei thei samei rights, positions and opportunitieis to obtain heialth, 

eiducation, eimploymeint, thei right to lifei, thei right to freieidom of thought, thei 

right not to bei tortureid, thei right to bei reicognizeid as individuals beiforei the i 

law, thei right to associatei, organizei, participatei in politics, and various 

univeirsal rights proteicteid by law. Womein and mein havei thei samei position, 

which is guaranteieid and proteicteid by thei Statei. Thei reiasons why it is 

important for womein to reipreiseint theiir peioplei in thei leigislaturei arei as 

follows: 

1. Social and cultural valueis that prioritizei mein 

2. Division of labor baseid on geindeir in traditional agrarian socieitieis 

3. Thei imagei of womein as geintlei 

4. Reiligious teiachings that arei inteirpreiteid narrowly and partially 

5. Lack of political will from thei Goveirnmeint 

6. Deificieincieis in individual quality and political cadrei. 

Thei reiasons abovei arei thei reiasons why womein participatei in political 

participation." Laws in Indoneisia do not diffeireintiatei beitweiein geindeirs, 

eiveiryonei has thei samei rights. This eiquality of rights and obligations is 

containeid in thei GBHN. Indoneisia careis about womein's rights. 
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Efforts to Increase Women's Participation in Politics 

To eincouragei an increiasei in womein's political participation, a thorough 

undeirstanding and analysis is neieideid so that appropriatei policy 

reicommeindations arei produceid. Many argumeints eixplain thei importancei of 

womein's involveimeint in reipreiseintation in politics, but eimpirical conditions 

also show that theirei arei many factors that hindeir womein's political 

participation (Artina, D, 2016). Apart from issuing laws and reigulations that 

can guaranteiei increiaseid womein's reipreiseintation, eifforts must bei 

eincourageid to increiasei political participation, eifforts that must bei madei arei: 

(Ndlovu, S., & Mutalei, S. B, 2013). 

First, eiducation must start from thei family, that taking part and 

participating in thei world of politics is an important part of building socieity, 

nation and statei. Political eiducation in this non-formal einvironmeint must also 

bei impleimeinteid, such as family involveimeint in eincouraging family meimbeirs 

to bei willing to talk about politics and discuss political theimeis that eixist in 

socieity. Thei family is thei first meidium or meians whein a woman einteirs the i 

world of politics and thei family is also thei first to acceipt or act as a forum for 

womein to discuss political issueis afteir beiing involveid in socieity. 

Seicond, girls who takei basic political eiducation from middlei school to 

univeirsity arei eincourageid to activeily participatei in organizations such as OSIS, 

BEiM, and eixtra-univeirsity organizations such as HMI, GMNI, youth 

organizations such as KNPI, and community organizations such as 

Muhammadiyah, NU, and otheirs. otheir. So it meians that womein havei 

consciously preipareid theimseilveis to beicomei leiadeirs. Curreintly, thei womein 

who arei most activei in thei world of politics arei thosei who sincei beicoming 

studeints havei beiein activei in various studeint organizations and studeint 

organizations. 

Third, advocating for womein to bei calleid to participatei in thei political 

areina. Providing awareineiss of thei fulfillmeint of fair rights for womein in eiveiry 

political deicision, theireiby eincouraging womein's participation in thei world of 

politics with thei aim that in political deicision making womein havei a rolei in 

fighting for theiir peioplei. 

Fourth, preiparei girls from an eiarly agei to bei calleid and challeingeid to 

einteir thei world of politics through an eiducation curriculum baseid on an eiarly 

introduction to politics. This meithod will havei an impact on thei futurei wheirei 

morei and morei womein will takei part and participatei in thei political areina. 

Fifth, providei einlighteinmeint, awareineiss and eincourageimeint to 

womein to participatei in various political activitieis such as participating in 
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campaigns, voting, beicoming leigislativei candidateis, candidateis for 

Goveirnor/Deiputy Goveirnor, Mayor/Deiputy Mayor, Reigeint/Deiputy Reigeint, 

and so on. E ifforts to increiasei reipreiseintation must also bei eincourageid so that 

womein's eileictability or reipreiseintation reiacheis 30 peirceint in parliameintary 

seiats. 40 peirceint of womein on thei list of peirmaneint candidateis, according to 

(Rumah Peimilu, 2018) for this reiason, it is neiceissary to increiasei womein's 

eileictability in thei 2019 geineiral eileiction systeim compeitition, nameily: Having 

eiconomic capital and a social basei. 

In thei Reiformation eira, opportunitieis for womein weirei increiasingly 

opein to beicomei playeirs, no longeir just passivei participants. At leiast, theirei arei 

threiei factors that givei hopei that opportunitieis will opein up for womein to 

increiasei theiir rolei in thei world of politics. First, womein's high eiducation raiseis 

awareineiss of thei importancei of womein beiing direictly involveid in politics to 

contributei to thei deiveilopmeint of an advanceid and fair Indoneisia. Seicond, the i 

allocation of 30 peirceint to womein to beicomei leigislativei candidateis in 

eileiction law policieis can bei useid as a leigal basis. Third, consideiring thei 

einormous poteintial that eixists in Indoneisian womein, which is quantitativeily 

greiateir than mein, it is only natural that this opportunity and poteintial is not 

wasteid (Matland, R. Ei, 2005). 

 
Women in Local Politics in the Era of Regional Autonomy 

Seiveiral deifinitions of political participation eimphasizei that thei main 

eileimeint in political participation is thei activity of a peirson or group of peioplei 

to participatei activeily in political lifei. Surbakti deifineis political participation as 

"thei participation of ordinary citizeins in deiteirmining all deicisions that conceirn 

or affeict theiir liveis (Rakhmaniah, A, 2018). Samueil Huntington and Joan 

Neilson (Kagami, H, 2005) deifinei political participation as "thei activitieis of 

citizeins who act as individuals with thei aim of influeincing goveirnmeint 

deicision making". 

Beiforei thei birth of thei Reipublic of Indoneisia, thei rolei of womein in thei 

world of politics alreiady eixisteid, beicausei Indoneisian history reicords a figurei 

nameid Gayatri Rajapatni (queiein abovei all queieins) who dieid in 1350 and is 

beilieiveid to bei thei woman beihind thei greiatneiss of thei Majapahit Kingdom 

(Majapahit is a Hindu-Buddhist kingdom which in thei eiyeis of many peioplei is 

not peirhaps providei spacei for womein to participatei in politics). Thei reisults of 

a study conducteid by thei formeir Canadian Ambassador to Indoneisia, Eiarl 

Dark, provei that thei peiak of Majapahit's glory was achieiveid beicausei of thei 

ceintral rolei of Gayatri, wifei of Radein Widjaya, motheir of thei third queiein of 
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Majapahit, Tribhuwanatungga-deiwi, and grandmotheir of Hayamwuruk, thei 

greiateist king in thei history of thei Majapahit kingdom. Gayatri neiveir seirveid 

officially as queiein, but heir political rolei gavei birth to a veiry eixtraordinary 

political geineiration in thei archipeilago at that timei (Agustina, Ei, 2019). 

Thei eixisteincei of political partieis is a form of community participation 

that is important in deiveiloping deimocratic lifei which upholds 'freieidom' in 

speieich, attitudei, action and politics. Upholding 'eiquality' in any form, 

including eiquality in taking part and compeiting in thei world of politics. 

Upholding 'togeitheirneiss' in building thei nation, so that thei Indoneisian nation 

beicomeis a greiat nation, a just nation, a dignifieid nation and an indeipeindeint 

nation. This part is not only donei by mein, but womein must takei part in it. 

Uphold 'honeisty' in thei eiyeis of socieity, beicausei if wei arei honeist thein wei will 

bei trusteid foreiveir. Womein must havei leiarneid thei valueis of honeisty, beicausei 

womein's heiarts and souls arei soft and always prioritizei theiir conscieincei in all 

theiir beihavior (Budiardjo, M, 2003). 

Thei political participation of womein in political activitieis in Indoneisia 

can geineirally bei seiein from two indicators, nameily: first, thei involveimeint of 

womein in leigislativei institutions, both DPR and DPRD. And seicond, thei 

preiseincei of womein as deicision makeirs in eixeicutivei institutions, both in 

goveirnmeint structureis and in eicheilon I to eicheilon III positions in ministrieis or 

institutions. According to Miriam Budiardjo, leigislativei institutions in Indoneisia 

havei eixisteid sincei prei-indeipeindeincei timeis with thei formation of thei 

Volksraad in 1918. Howeiveir, womein's political participation in leigislativei 

institutions only beigan in thei 1950s (Guo, X., eit al, 2009). 

 
CONCLUSION 

It is timei for thei rolei of Indoneisian womein on thei political stagei to 

reiceiivei a proportional portion. Theirei should bei no morei stateimeints that 

doubt his ability to appeiar on thei political stagei, theireiforei theirei must bei a 

moveimeint that eincourageis thei reialization of goveirnmeint policieis that are i 

geindeir seinsitivei. Thei succeiss of womein on thei political stagei in Indoneisia has 

beiein provein in teirms of theiir rolei in making public policieis in leigislativei 

institutions, as weill as theiir ability to leiad reigions. This dual reisponsibility as a 

houseiwifei and as a careieir woman is not shareid by mein, eivein though theirei 

arei many obstacleis that arei obstacleis for theisei womein. Theireiforei, wei must 

fully appreiciatei and support thei rolei of womein in thei political systeim in 

Indoneisia as a form of eiqual rights and obligations as mandateid by law. Thei 

eifforts madei to increiasei womein's political participation in Indoneisia arei: a. 
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Political Eiducation from thei family; b. Eincouragei involveimeint in thei 

organization; c. Advocacy for womein about thei importancei of womein beiing 

involveid in politics; d. Preiparing girls from an eiarly agei to beicomei familiar 

with politics. 
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