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Abstract 
This research aims to present the philosophy of materialism ontologically, 
epistemologically and axiologically when it encounters the life and axiology of 
Christian education management in the church, school and family as part of the 
Christian religious education space. The examination of civility, intrinsic self-value 
and inner beauty becomes less relevant when encountering something that is 
reached by the senses. They are located to the extent that they become morals. 
These morals are then examined in materialism as part of the purpose of education, 
especially Christian religious education. This research is a qualitative research with 
data search techniques through secondary sources, namely through recent journals 
as part of current research. The results of the study show the relationship between 
the philosophy of management, education, educational management and 
educational management insofar as it can be reached by the five senses and approves 
its integration with management that does not merely speak in abstract space or 
transcendence. 

Keywords: Consciousness Negation, Critical Examination, Materialism Philosophy, 
Nominalism.  

 
INTRODUCTION  

Philosophy of materialism, as far as the authors are concerned, traces the spirit 

of search in and through the material world, accessible to senses (Andriany et al., 2023; 

Lu & Lu, 2010; Nindi et al., 2022; Rumore, 2016; Saputra et al., 2023; Sinta et al., 2022; 
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Wainarisi, 2021d). Beyond that, materialist philosophers consider philosophy to be 

subordinate, or secondary to the material. Materialism ignores anything metaphysical, 

spiritual, set of ideas, or other immaterial. Materialism philosophy as far as the authors' 

search originated from the results of thought in India called Charvaka which developed 

around the 7th century BCE. Previously, according to Philipus in Sulistya, this philosophy 

developed in Greece in the 5th century BCE through Leukippos and Demoskritos 

(Sulistya, 2019). They both developed and discovered the theory called atomic theory 

which later became known as atomism. 

Earlier, Epikuros had opposed the pursuit of life through materialism, 

considering that hedonism-oriented materials that lead to carnal pleasures can erode 

the values of misery and suffering (Dela et al., 2022; Fitriana et al., 2023; Kurniati et al., 

2023; Magdalena et al., 2022; Manik et al., 2023; Munte, 2022b; Putri et al., 2023; Riska et 

al., 2023). Misery and suffering here is not something that is visible to the naked eye, 

but rather leads to the experience of the subject who prefers it rather than choosing 

hedonistic materialism. If the authors compare Marx's struggle with his dialectical 

material philosophy, that the struggle for equality itself is in the deprivation of materials 

referred to as production, power, and daily necessities in plain sight or that can be 

reached by the five senses (Fuadi, 2015; Marx et al., 2017; Peters, 2019; Stephens, 2015). 

Over time, the authors noticed that in China, Chung Tsai built the power of 

philsat materialism (11th century) as a floor to prioritize science in astrology 

(astronomy), and mathematics (rationalist materialism) (Fan, 2020; Hong et al., 2016). 

In addition to viewing misery and suffering, this materialist philosophy also views 

consciousness as having no connection with the particles of materiality that appear on 

the surface of the world (Angellyna & Tumbol, 2022; Prasetiawati, 2020; M. T. Telhalia, 

2017; T. Telhalia, 2016; T. Telhalia & Natalia, 2021, 2022; Tumbol, 2020; Wainarisi et al., 

2023; Wainarisi & Tumbol, 2022a, 2022b). Consciousness itself doesn't even have 

anything to do with the existence of the world, let alone something mythological. 

Not only in the early centuries of philosophy, but also in the scholastic age 

(materialism is referred to as nominalism), researchers saw that medieval materialism 

philosophy was not in line with the thoughts of philosophers and philosophy that 

developed at that time. The authors quote Sulistya's study that (ancient) materialism 

was previously known as pantheism or/and as hylozoism during the renaissance 

(Sulistya, 2019). During the postmodern or poststructuralist era, materialism was known 

and promoted by philosophers Friedrich Engels, Karl Marx (materialism could animate, 

develop and produce), and Friedrich Lange who emphasized dialectical conversations 

(the movement of matter in space and time to the extent that it becomes a process of 

becoming) around materials that are historical in nature. 

On the other hand, historically (as a search for the holistic intricacies of 

fundamentalist human selfhood), the philosophy of materialism developed by John 

Dewey is better known as the philosophy of naturalism (Price, 2019; Tekerop et al., 2019; 
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Tietenberg & Lewis, 2018). History is an activity space for the formation of an authentic 

self . Or perhaps, according to the authors' frustration, history itself has not previously 

struggled, aspired, or even been static? 

This anxiety is rooted in the authors' perception that history is written by those 

who are in power, which is more of a brutal hegemonic-materialist practice (Mariani, 

2020, 2022a, 2022b; Sarmauli et al., 2022, 2020; M. T. Sarmauli, n.d., 2020; S. Sarmauli, 

2016; S. Sarmauli & Pransinartha, 2022; Sriekaningsih et al., 2019). Natural philosophy is 

part of the philosophy of materialism, but it is not dialectical (non-dialectical). Santayana 

and John Dewey seemed as if they did not provide a wide segregation between 

materialism and something unreachable by the five senses, namely spirit . Both 

naturalist philosophers, which are also part of the successor of materialism philosophy, 

although matter is the essence or principal in a finality, spirit (mythical materialist) is 

also included in their recognition as part (but not the main part) of materialism 

philosophy. 

Along with the development of science, the philosophy of materialism in the 

world of education is better known in the form of a theory to dissect science by negating 

the spirit of science (Darnita & Triadi, 2022; Pradita & Veronica, 2023; Susanto et al., 2022; 

Triadi, Pongoh, et al., 2022; Triadi, Prihadi, et al., 2022; Veronica, 2022; Wainarisi et al., 

2022b, 2022a, 2023; Wainarisi, 2021a, 2021c, 2021b, 2021d). Disclosure of science whose 

nature as materialism, such as in research studies, is now known as community service, 

which is more about the search and emergence of something material in nature. 

Material itself, apart from being concocted, has also existed before and the subject here 

is only to develop through existing material, even though it was previously lost and not 

traced.  

 
RESEARCH METHODS  

The authors' research is qualitative research with a data search model using 

secondary sources, for example from various journals updated in recent years. The 

researcher synthesizes the narration development, management phenomenon, 

materialism philosophy and education phenomenologically with its various limitations. 

The authors' search for these keywords is important to find an outline while confirming 

previous research as well as seeing a research gap in management studies that are 

traced, peeled, and given meaning with the philosophy of materialism.. 

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION  

Management of Christian Education, Study Programs and Philosophy of Materialism 

Analysis Scripts  

Currently, in Indonesia, Management of Christian Education has become a study 

program in Christian Religious Universities. Its existence is more about equipping 

managerial processes at the school and church levels (if not minded also in the family 
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environment such as the space for Christian religious education). According to the 

authors, the management study program of Christian education in Indonesia has its own 

unique vision and mission according to the measure and context of local culture. 

However, the Palangka Raya State Institute of Christian Religion prioritizes 

management of Christian education towards curriculum design and sustainable 

paradigms.  

For instance, the curriculum is oriented towards the independent curriculum as 

a curriculum that supports driving schools and / or schools that are able to learn 

independently. In addition, the presence of the formulation of learning objectives that 

synergize with the achievement of themes and elements. Christian education 

management also includes summative and formative assessments and project-based 

learning designs oriented towards strengthening the Pancasila learner profile. 

 Researchers observed and traced based on the development of the Christian 

management education study program, the presence of the philosophy of materialism 

was also present and even as far as the multiplication of researchers, the material for 

the development of the study program was more directed towards the philosophy of 

materialism even though the output of the study program did not necessarily prioritize 

something materialist in nature. The authors' thoughts on the philosophy of 

materialism, for example, when talking about the curriculum with the driving school 

program, and independent learning, diversity of practice, strengthening the Pancasila 

profile and the emergence of assessments that lead to summative and formative. 

Although the presence of materialism through a framework that is philosophical in 

nature, certainly not closed to the possibility (or maybe even wide) that the presence of 

other schools of philosophy also participated in it. Idealism, constructivism, 

perennialism and so on, depending on who and what they are centered on. 

 

Analysis/Discussion  

Materialism pertains to education as it influences the outlook, goals, methods, 

content and evaluation of education (Andriany et al., 2023; Keristina et al., 2023; Natalia, 

2020; Nindi et al., 2022; Sinta et al., 2022; Suriani & Betaubun, 2022). According to 

materialism, education refers to the cultivation of human material potential to achieve 

material goals in everyday existence. Education's purpose of education is to increase 

people's capability, opportunity or need to consume material goods as a source of 

success, happiness or well-being in life (Hutapea, n.d.; Hutapea & Yusuf, 2023; Malau, 

2021, 2023; Munte, Natalia, et al., 2023; Prasetiawati, 2020; Rahmelia et al., 2023; 

Rahmelia & Prasetiawati, 2021; Supriatin et al., 2022; Wirawan et al., 2023). Educational 

method means to provide information, amusement, or convincing to learners about 

material goods through the process of socialization, information, or persuasion. 

Educational content is knowledge and skills related to material goods and how to 
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acquire them. Educational assessment measures the learners' level of ownership or 

satisfaction with matter items.  

Materialism correlates with management as materialism influences the outlook, 

the aim, tactics, processes, and outputs of management (Amiani, 2022; Hasan et al., 

2023; Pengky et al., 2023; Siburian et al., 2023). Based on a materialist viewpoint, 

managements process is the management of material resources to achieve material 

goals within the organization (Darnita & Triadi, 2022; Dela et al., 2022; Teriasi et al., 2022; 

Triadi, Prihadi, et al., 2022; Ury et al., 1996; Widyasari, 2021). Management objectives are 

for improving the efficiency, effectiveness, or profitability of the organization in 

producing or providing material goods to customers or stakeholders.  

Strategies of management consist of determining or selecting the material 

goods to be produced or provided by the organization, as well as the means to acquire, 

allocate, or distribute the required material resources (Langi et al., n.d.; Mukuan et al., 

2022; Pongoh, n.d., 2022a, 2022b, 2023; Simanjuntak, 2019; Suratinoyo et al., 2019). 

Management process is to properly manage, coordinate, distribute, or control the 

actions related to the material resources in the organization. Results management 

refers to the measurement of the organization's performance, overall quality, or overall 

satisfaction with those material items which it produces or provides (Munte, 2018, 2023; 

Munte, Saputra, et al., 2023; Munte & Korsina, 2022; Putri et al., 2023; Tekerop et al., 

2019). 

Among other things, materialism can lower the ethics, morals, or integrity of 

employees or organizations, if employees or organizations commit dishonest, unfair, or 

immoral acts to obtain or retain monetary gains (Saputra et al., 2023; Seruyanti et al., 

2023; Sihombing, 2015, 2019, 2022; Wainarisi et al., 2023; Wainarisi, 2021d, 2021c, 2021a; 

Wainarisi et al., 2022b; Wainarisi & Tumbol, 2022a). Those actions may violate the 

prevailing laws, customs, or societal norms or values. 

Additionally, the authors found based on recent research that a materialist 

philosophy might decrease coordination or cooperation and communication between 

employees if employees consciously compete unhealthily or less productively to obtain 

or maintain material goods. Such competition may produce conflict, strain, or animosity 

between workers or across the organization (Munte, 2022a; Wulan, 2005; Wulan & 

Sanjaya, 2022).   

Materialism often relates to consumptive behavior, which refers to behavior 

based on the desire to acquire, possess, or use material possessions as signs of status, 

prestige, or wealth (Merdiasi, 2022; Merdiasi & Kristiani, 2021; Nugrahhu et al., 2023; 

Pradita, 2021; Pradita & Veronica, 2023; Sulistyowati et al., 2021; Susila & Pradita, 2022; 

Utami, 2022). It is also often criticized as a world-view that downplays or ignores non-

material things that exist in reality, such as faith, values, morals, or reality's past. 

Christian education management through the lens of materialism marks the reality of 
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the end of evaluation and the results of management work itself when it encounters 

concrete results through the achievement of the five senses despite its complexity. 

 
CONCLUSION 

Based on the authors' exploration of the philosophy of materialism that works 

across disciplines including Christian education management, the philosophy of 

materialism traces non-material substances such as something that is invisible. Angels, 

spirits and something that is in the air, for example. Uncanny reality is ultimately shifted 

from something that is unreachable with the senses to something that is visible. Thus, 

materialism in the Christian education management space basically denies the 

participation of ideas, absurdity, immaterial perception, and consciousness. According 

to the philosophy of materialism, they are considered as part of or in the location of sub-

parts of the real reality. 

Curriculum context, education management, learning strategies, and church 

governance of schools and families are important insofar as they are beyond the 

detection of the senses. However, Christianity contains management, and the 

management of Christian education itself lacks alignment with the participation of the 

spirit, something invisible or mysterious.  
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