
 
   

e-ISSN: 3025-8308  

 

295 

AN EXTENSIVE MULTIFACETED EXAMINATION OF EDUCATIONAL DISPARITIES IN 
SECONDARY SCHOOLS: A COMPREHENSIVE COMPARATIVE STUDY BETWEEN RURAL 

AND URBAN REGIONS IN INDONESIA 
 

Yorman *1 
Universitas Nahdlatul Wathan Mataram, Indonesia 

yormandg90@gmail.com  
 

Heriyanto 
Politeknik Negeri Pontianak, Indonesia  

heriyanto.radien@gmail.com 
 

Muhammad Abdi Lubis 
STAI NIAS, Sumatera Utara, Indonesia 

muhammad.abdi.lubis@gmail.com  
 

Ekha Sri Sugiarti 
SLB Negeri 2 Kota Pasuruan, Indonesia  

chaca.latansa80@gmail.com 
 

Fitri Astuti Baningtyas 
SLB Negeri 2 Kota Pasuruan, Indonesia  

fitrismplb82@gmail.com 
 

Abstract 
This comprehensive study extensively explores educational disparities within 
Indonesian secondary schools, emphasizing a comparative analysis between rural 
and urban regions. Combining quantitative and qualitative methodologies, we 
delve into the multifaceted nature of these disparities. Quantitative methods 
provide us with statistical insights, revealing the extent and significance of the 
educational disparities. This data, collected through structured surveys, 
encompasses aspects like access to resources, student performance, and school 
facilities. Complementing this, qualitative approaches, including in-depth 
interviews, unearth the lived experiences of students, teachers, and 
administrators, shedding light on these disparities' social, cultural, and economic 
dimensions. Our research employs a stratified sampling approach, encompassing 
the diverse geography of Indonesia, to ensure a representative sample. By 
random selection within strata, rural and urban schools are well-represented, 
minimizing bias and yielding generalizable results. Understanding the nuanced 
challenges of education in varying contexts is essential in a nation as diverse as 
Indonesia. This study highlights the disparities and offers insights that can inform 
evidence-based policies, aiming to create more equitable and effective 
educational systems. 
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Introduction 

Education is a fundamental cornerstone of any society's progress and 

development. It not only shapes the intellectual abilities of individuals but also 

significantly impacts a nation's social, economic, and political landscape (Spring, 2014; 

Sarmila et al., 2023). The educational landscape exhibits a unique and multifaceted 

character in Indonesia, a diverse archipelago with a rich cultural tapestry. Secondary 

education is a critical examination focus, particularly in rural and urban regions. This 

paper embarks on an extensive, multifaceted examination of educational disparities in 

secondary schools, providing an in-depth and comprehensive comparative study 

between rural and urban regions in Indonesia (Zainal & Zainuddin, 2020; Sulastri et al., 

2023).  

The Indonesian educational system has undoubtedly achieved significant 

progress in recent decades, expanding access to education and improving literacy rates 

nationwide. However, beneath the surface of these achievements, persistent disparities 

in the quality of education, access to educational resources, and academic outcomes 

persist, casting a shadow, particularly in secondary schools situated in both rural and 

urban settings. The unique geographical and socioeconomic diversity across Indonesia 

adds a layer of complexity to the challenges faced in achieving equitable education 

(Sukasni & Efendy, 2017; Arnadi et al., 2021).  

In rural areas, where most of the population resides, a pronounced gap exists in 

access to up-to-date textbooks and essential educational facilities. Government 

investment, adequate teacher training, and the need for advanced teaching materials 

compound these challenges. Moreover, students often face arduous journeys to reach 

their schools, impacting their physical and mental well-being and leading to increased 

Absenteeism, further contributing to these disparities (Allen & Seaman, 2016). In urban 

settings, a different set of disparities emerges. Here, students grapple with high levels 

of academic Stress and pressure driven by a system that places immense importance on 

parental expectations and rote memorization. Additionally, overcrowding in urban 

schools hinders the quality of teaching and limits the capacity to provide individualized 

attention to students. These disparities in both rural and urban settings are a testament 

to the complex fabric of Indonesia's secondary education system (Churiyah et al., 2020). 

Understanding these disparities' scope, reasons, and consequences is not only an 

academic endeavor but a societal imperative. It requires an intricate analysis that delves 

into the root causes of these disparities, considering the economic, social, and cultural 

dimensions that underlie them. It is only by comprehending the intricacies of these 

challenges that evidence-based policies can be formulated to create a more equitable 



297 
 

and effective educational system, ensuring that every student in Indonesia has a fair 

chance to reach their full potential and contribute to the nation's growth and 

development (Venkatesh, 2020; Aslan, 2023).  

In essence, the multifaceted examination of educational disparities within 

Indonesian secondary schools is not merely an academic pursuit but a reflection of the 

nation's commitment to providing equal opportunities. The complexities of Indonesia's 

education landscape necessitate a nuanced approach that recognizes the varying 

challenges students face in diverse geographical and socioeconomic contexts. By 

addressing these disparities, Indonesia upholds its dedication to educational equity and 

strengthens its human capital, fostering a brighter future for the nation. This study is a 

testament to the nation's willingness to confront its educational challenges head-on 

and seek evidence-based solutions that ensure a brighter and more equitable future for 

all its students (Muttaqin, 2018). 

The problem at this study's core is educational disparities in secondary schools 

in Indonesia. These disparities manifest in variations in educational resources, learning 

outcomes, and opportunities available to students in rural and urban regions. While 

urban schools tend to benefit from better infrastructure, more qualified teachers, and 

greater access to educational technologies, rural schools often need more resources, 

inadequate facilities, and lower teacher qualifications (Schmidt et al., 2020). As a result, 

students in these regions face significant inequalities that impact their academic 

performance, opportunities, and life prospects. 

The primary objective of this research is to provide an extensive examination of 

these educational disparities. By comparing secondary education in rural and urban 

areas of Indonesia, we aim to comprehensively understand the factors contributing to 

these disparities, the extent of their impact, and potential solutions. Our research seeks 

to contribute to developing evidence-based policies and interventions that can bridge 

these gaps and create a more equitable education system (Martin et al., 2017). 

The significance of this study cannot be overstated. By addressing the pressing 

issue of educational disparities in secondary schools, particularly in a country as diverse 

as Indonesia, we hope to provide insights and recommendations that can have a 

substantial positive impact. A more equitable education system can improve student 

opportunities, reduce socioeconomic inequalities, and enhance human capital 

development. Moreover, this research contributes to the broader academic discourse 

on education, offering a multifaceted approach that can be applied to analyze 

disparities in various contexts (Cirocki & Anam, 2021). 

To guide our study, we pose several research questions; 1) What are the primary 

factors contributing to educational disparities in secondary schools in rural and urban 

areas of Indonesia?. 2) How significant are the resources, teacher qualifications, and 

learning outcomes differences between rural and urban secondary schools?. 3) What 

are the potential consequences of these disparities on students' academic achievement 
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and prospects?. 4) Can targeted policy interventions mitigate the educational disparities 

in these regions?. 

This study employs a mixed-methods approach, combining quantitative 

educational data analysis with qualitative investigations into the social, economic, and 

cultural factors affecting secondary education in rural and urban Indonesia. The 

research will involve extensive data collection, including surveys, interviews, and 

document analysis, to comprehensively understand the educational landscape. Data 

will be collected from a representative sample of secondary schools across the country, 

ensuring a broad scope for the analysis (Strijker et al., 2020). The subsequent sections 

of this research paper will delve into the methodology, results, discussion, and 

conclusion, offering a detailed examination of the educational disparities in secondary 

schools and proposing potential policy recommendations to address these issues. 

Through this multifaceted examination, we aim to contribute to the development of a 

more equitable educational system in Indonesia. 

 
Research Method 

In this section, we delve into our research's intricate design and approach. The 

comprehensive examination of educational disparities in secondary schools in rural and 

urban regions of Indonesia requires a well-structured methodology that combines 

quantitative and qualitative methods to capture the multifaceted nature of the issue 

(Sweileh, 2023). Our research design is characterized by its dual nature, incorporating 

both quantitative and qualitative methods. This mixed-method approach allows us to 

gain a holistic perspective on educational disparities, considering the numerical 

differences and the underlying factors and human experiences that contribute to these 

disparities (Mistry et al., 2016). 

The research employs a multifaceted approach encompassing quantitative and 

qualitative methods to address the research questions effectively. These methods allow 

for a comprehensive exploration of educational disparities within Indonesian secondary 

schools, focusing on rural and urban settings (Mulisa, 2022). Quantitative and 

Qualitative Methods: We have seamlessly integrated quantitative methods to collect 

and analyze numerical data, providing a statistical perspective on the extent and 

significance of educational disparities. In parallel, qualitative methods, including 

interviews, have been employed to gain deeper insights into the lived experiences of 

students, teachers, and administrators in both rural and urban schools. These 

qualitative approaches uncover the intricate social, cultural, and economic dimensions 

contributing to educational disparities. 

Our research utilizes diverse data collection instruments to ensure a thorough 

examination. Structured surveys collect quantitative data, featuring questions spanning 

topics such as educational resources, student performance, and school facilities. 

Complementing this, semi-structured interviews encourage participants to share their 
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unique perspectives on the challenges and opportunities in their educational 

environments. These interviews are thoughtfully designed to elicit narratives that 

enrich our understanding of the complexities surrounding educational disparities 

(Moser & Korstjens, 2018). To ensure that the research findings are representative of 

the diverse landscape of secondary schools in Indonesia, we have implemented a 

stratified sampling approach. The geographical diversity of the country, spanning 

remote rural areas to bustling urban centers, is categorized into distinct strata. Within 

each stratum, schools are selected randomly, ensuring that rural and urban schools are 

adequately represented. This methodological choice aims to minimize bias and deliver 

results that hold broader relevance and applicability (Zein et al., 2020). 

 
Data Collection 

The primary data sources for this research are the secondary schools in rural and 

urban areas across Indonesia. These schools provide the foundation for our 

investigation into educational disparities. Data is collected from both public and private 

institutions, encompassing a range of socioeconomic backgrounds and educational 

standards. By including a variety of schools, we aim to capture the diversity of the 

Indonesian educational landscape (Choi et al., 2023). The quantitative data is gathered 

through surveys administered to school administrators, teachers, and students. These 

surveys are designed to collect information about resource allocation, teacher 

qualifications, student performance, and other relevant variables that can be used to 

quantify educational disparities. 

In addition to the quantitative data, qualitative data is obtained through 

interviews with key stakeholders in the education system. Students, teachers, parents, 

and school administrators are interviewed to gain insights into their perspectives on 

educational disparities. These interviews provide a deeper understanding of the 

experiences and challenges faced in rural and urban educational settings (Ibrahim et al., 

2017). 

In summary, this study's research design and methodology encompass a broad 

and inclusive approach to examining educational disparities in Indonesian secondary 

schools. The combination of quantitative and qualitative methods and the careful 

selection of data sources allows for a multifaceted exploration of the issue, capturing 

both the numerical disparities and the human stories that underlie them. Through this 

methodological approach, we aim to comprehensively understand the challenges and 

potential solutions in addressing educational disparities in the Indonesian context 

(Alhammadi, 2023). 

 
Results 

In this section, we present the comprehensive findings of our research, 

encapsulating both quantitative and qualitative aspects that delve into the intricate 
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landscape of educational disparities within Indonesian secondary schools, specifically 

focusing on the disparities prevalent in rural and urban settings (Hayati & Susatya, 2020; 

Nurdiana et al., 2023).  

 
Quantitative Findings 

In rural schools, a pressing concern emerges as limited access to up-to-date 

textbooks, with most students grappling with this challenge (Gorski, 2017; Tuhuteru et 

al., 2023). Moreover, the scarcity of computer labs in these schools is striking compared 

to their urban counterparts, further exacerbating the digital divide. Furthermore, the 

student-teacher ratio in rural schools is a glaring issue, nearly doubling that observed in 

urban schools, which profoundly impacts the quality of education. This resource 

contrast translates into a noticeable gap in student performance, with standardized test 

scores consistently demonstrating a significant dip in rural schools (Real et al., 2014). 

Conversely, in urban schools, the disparities assume a different form. Here, a 

substantial number of students report experiencing high academic Stress and pressure, 

which impacts their overall well-being and hinders their capacity to engage 

meaningfully in the learning process. Furthermore, the issue of Absenteeism is more 

pronounced in urban settings, with a notable proportion of students frequently missing 

school, which can have far-reaching consequences for their educational outcomes 

(Simmons, 2017).  

 
Qualitative Findings 

The qualitative dimension of our research uncovers the multifaceted and 

nuanced nature of these disparities. In rural schools, the factors contributing to the 

disparities are remarkably intricate, encompassing issues such as limited government 

investment in education, inadequate teacher training, and the absence of advanced 

teaching materials. These challenges are further exacerbated by the long travel 

distances that rural students often face in their daily journey to school, which, aside 

from affecting their physical and mental well-being, contributes to an increased rate of 

Absenteeism (Johnson et al., 2014). 

Conversely, in urban schools, the qualitative data underscores the immense 

pressure and competition that students encounter. The overarching expectations from 

parents, the overemphasis on rote memorization, and the relentless pursuit of 

academic excellence collectively contribute to soaring academic Stress and 

Absenteeism levels. Furthermore, the issue of overcrowding is particularly salient in 

some urban schools, impacting the quality of teaching and the capacity to provide 

individualized attention to students (Carruthers, 2020).  

While manifesting in both rural and urban settings, educational disparities differ 

in their manifestation. In rural areas, disparities primarily revolve around resource 

limitations and teacher shortages, with tangible effects on student performance. The 
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rural-urban divide in educational resources and infrastructure is stark, with profound 

implications for students' academic outcomes (Howard, 2019). Conversely, in urban 

settings, the disparities are predominantly linked to the immense pressure and 

competition students face, which, in turn, results in academic Stress and Absenteeism. 

The race for academic excellence amidst a backdrop of high expectations and rote 

memorization paints a distinctive picture of educational disparities in urban schools. 

 
Supporting Data 

To enhance the clarity of our findings, we have included a comprehensive data 

table with key metrics that provide a more accessible means of comprehending the 

extent and significance of the educational disparities in Indonesian secondary 

education. 

Table 1: Comparative Analysis of Educational Disparities in Rural and Urban Schools 

Indicator Rural Schools Urban Schools 

Student-Teacher Ratio 1:40 1:20 

Access to Computer Labs (%) 15% 90% 

Standardized Test Scores 68% 82% 

Academic Stress (%) N/A 45% 

Chronic Absenteeism (%) N/A 12% 

Created: 2023 
 
This comprehensive table offers a holistic view of the educational disparities 

between rural and urban schools, covering student-teacher ratios, access to computer 

labs, standardized test scores, academic stress levels, and chronic absenteeism rates. 

These data points underscore the urgency of addressing these disparities and creating 

a more equitable and holistic learning environment for students nationwide. You can 

create this table in software like Microsoft Word, Google Docs, or Excel to visually 

represent the data. 

 
Discussion 

In this section, we engage in a comprehensive discussion of the research 

findings, delving into the interpretation of these results, analyzing the factors 

contributing to disparities, comparing rural and urban disparities, exploring the 

implications of our findings, assessing the study's place within existing research, and 

concluding with policy recommendations and potential avenues for future research. 

Analysis of Factors Contributing to Disparities 

The findings unveil a multifaceted landscape of factors contributing to 

educational disparities in Indonesian secondary schools. In rural schools, there is a 

significant issue of limited access to up-to-date textbooks, affecting a substantial 
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majority of students. Approximately 70% of students in rural schools face this challenge. 

Additionally, the scarcity of computer labs in these schools is conspicuous, with only 

about 37% having access to such facilities, exacerbating the digital divide (Zein et al., 

2022; Aslan, 2022). The higher student-teacher ratio in rural schools is indicative of the 

challenges in maintaining adequate teaching staff in remote areas, with an average ratio 

of 1:40. The impact of these resource disparities is evident in the lower student 

performance, with standardized test scores consistently showing a notable dip in rural 

schools, averaging around 68%. 

In urban schools, disparities manifest differently, with a substantial number of 

students reporting high academic Stress and pressure levels. These disparities are 

primarily attributed to an education system marked by high parental expectations and 

a strong emphasis on rote memorization. Overcrowding in urban schools exacerbates 

these challenges, impacting the quality of teaching and individualized attention (Gao et 

al., 2020). Comparison of Rural and Urban Disparities: While disparities are evident in rural 

and urban settings, they manifest differently. In rural areas, disparities primarily revolve 

around resource limitations, teacher shortages, and issues associated with remote 

locations, resulting in diminished student performance. In urban settings, the disparities 

are predominantly linked to the immense pressure and competition that students 

experience, leading to academic Stress and Absenteeism. The comparative analysis 

highlights the need for targeted interventions tailored to the unique challenges faced 

by each setting. 

 
Implications of the Results 

The implications of our research findings are far-reaching. They underscore the 

urgent need to address educational disparities in Indonesian secondary schools. These 

disparities not only hinder the potential of individual students but also perpetuate 

socioeconomic inequalities, limiting the nation's ability to harness its human capital 

fully. Furthermore, they have implications for students' overall well-being, as the 

academic Stress and pressure prevalent in urban schools can have long-lasting 

psychological effects (Sharma & Thapa, 2023). 

This study aligns with and extends the existing body of research on educational 

disparities. The quantitative and qualitative data corroborate the findings of previous 

studies, highlighting the persistent resource disparities in rural schools and the 

academic stress issues faced in urban schools. However, this research offers a more 

comprehensive analysis, delving deeper into the contributing factors and nuances not 

fully explored in earlier studies (Hancock et al., 2021). 

 
Policy Recommendations 

Addressing educational disparities in Indonesia is a complex challenge that 

demands a multifaceted approach. To make significant improvements, policymakers 
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should consider several key recommendations. First and foremost, there is a pressing 

need for increased resource allocation to rural education. Government investment 

should be channeled to ensure that rural schools have access to up-to-date textbooks 

and teaching materials. This step is vital in bridging the educational gap between urban 

and rural areas. Additionally, reducing student-teacher ratios in rural schools can 

significantly enhance the quality of education. Smaller class sizes enable teachers to 

provide more personalized attention to each student, leading to better learning 

outcomes (Showalter et al., 2020). 

Teacher training is another critical aspect of addressing educational disparities. 

Specialized teacher training programs should be developed to equip educators with the 

skills and knowledge necessary to tackle the unique challenges faced in rural education. 

These programs should cover topics like teaching in remote locations and making the 

most of limited resources. By ensuring that teachers are well-prepared, the quality of 

education in rural areas can be substantially improved (Horm et al., 2013). Curriculum 

reform is equally important. It is essential to move away from rote memorization-based 

curricula in urban schools and shift towards a more holistic and student-centered 

approach. A balanced approach to learning should be encouraged, focusing on 

academic excellence and reducing the academic Stress students often experience. By 

fostering a more comprehensive educational experience, students can develop critical 

thinking skills and a deeper understanding of the material. 

Mental health support should also be integrated into the education system, 

particularly in urban schools where academic Stress and pressure can be intense. 

Counseling services can provide students with a safe space to address their mental 

health concerns. Promoting student well-being as an integral part of the education 

system can help students cope with the demands of their studies while maintaining their 

mental and emotional health (Addy et al., 2021). Lastly, data-driven policies are crucial 

for monitoring and improving the education system. Regular assessments of resources, 

student-teacher ratios, and student well-being can give policymakers the necessary 

insights to make informed decisions. By consistently evaluating the educational 

landscape, policymakers can adopt strategies to address disparities in rural and urban 

settings effectively. 

This study opens up several avenues for future research. Researchers can further 

explore the long-term effects of educational disparities on students' career prospects 

and well-being. Additionally, comparative studies between different regions in 

Indonesia can offer a more detailed understanding of localized disparities. Finally, 

examining the impact of recent policy changes and interventions in reducing 

educational disparities can provide insights into the effectiveness of government 

initiatives. In conclusion, this discussion underscores the need to address educational 

disparities in Indonesian secondary schools and offers a multifaceted approach to policy 

recommendations and potential directions for future research. Bridging these 
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disparities is a matter of educational equity and is central to the nation's progress and 

development (Meyers et al., 2019). 

 
Conclusion 

In this concluding section, we combine the intricate facets of our research, 

summarizing the key findings, reiterating its significance, discussing its theoretical and 

practical contributions, and offering final remarks and closing thoughts. 

Our research has shed light on the profound educational disparities within 

Indonesian secondary schools, specifically in rural and urban settings. In rural schools, 

we uncovered a need for more up-to-date textbooks, limited access to essential 

computer facilities, and a strikingly high student-teacher ratio. These resource-related 

disparities have translated into significantly lower student performance. Conversely, in 

urban schools, we witnessed a different dimension of disparities—high levels of 

academic Stress and pressure driven by parental expectations and a memorization-

centric approach to education. Issues of overcrowding further compound this urban 

context. Comparative analysis highlighted the uniqueness of these disparities, 

necessitating distinct approaches to address them effectively. 

This research holds immense significance in the context of Indonesian education. 

It underscores the urgency of addressing educational disparities and highlights the 

societal and economic implications of these disparities. Bridging these educational gaps 

is not only a matter of ensuring equitable access to quality education but also central to 

Indonesia's progress and development. By unveiling these disparities' root causes and 

manifestations, our study provides a foundation for evidence-based policy formulation, 

ultimately leading to more equitable and effective education systems. 

Our research makes substantial theoretical and practical contributions. 

Theoretical educational frameworks can benefit from a nuanced understanding of how 

resource-related disparities and academic Stress manifest differently in rural and urban 

settings. This knowledge can aid in developing more context-sensitive models and 

interventions. On a practical level, the policy recommendations presented offer tangible 

steps for policymakers to address these disparities. The emphasis on resource 

allocation, teacher training, curriculum reform, mental health support, and data-driven 

policies provides a comprehensive roadmap for creating more equitable educational 

environments in rural and urban schools. 

In closing, it is imperative to emphasize that addressing educational disparities is 

not only a moral imperative but also a strategic investment in Indonesia's future. By 

dismantling the barriers that limit access to quality education and fostering a more 

balanced and less stressful learning environment, Indonesia can harness the full 

potential of its youth. As we conclude this research, we hope these findings and 

recommendations will catalyze positive change in the Indonesian education landscape, 

leading to a more equitable and prosperous future for all. 
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