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Abstract 

The family is the smallest social unit that has an important role in 
forming national character. Family will shape a person's character and 
influence his environment because family is the first and main 
environment for character formation. The important role and quality of 
the family that colors character formation is the educational model given 
by parents to their children. The important role and quality of the family 
that colors character formation is the educational model given by 
parents to their children. Strengthening character for children is very 
important because the essence of a person's religion will be manifested 
in their morals. Positive characters that are instilled as early as possible, 
such as devotion to worship, good behavior, respect for parents, 
sincerity, humility and others, will slowly be internalized in children so 
that they ultimately have a positive impact on their mental and spiritual 
life. Informal education processes, especially families, both education 
regarding the character and morals of a child, the family plays the most 
important and first role. So that the formation of a child's character must 
be accompanied by the formation of good morals, especially from a 
religious perspective. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Parents are an important key in the child's development process, also 

supported by the environmental school. Wise parents will educate their 

children with love so that they inherit good traits or personalities (Bozhkova, 

G., et al, 2020). Therefore, parents are required to raise, educate and care for 

their children so that they can become 'jewels' for those around them. Many 

people think that the responsibility for educating a child is dominated by the 

mother. In fact, the father's role is equally important in building children's 

wisdom, discipline and responsibility. 

The role of parents in shaping children's character is carried out from 

early childhood. Childhood is the right time to develop the basics of character 

education according to development. Arrogance can be avoided if parents 

help instill positive character in their children. Fathers and mothers can set 

good examples for each other so that children act humble. To achieve this, 

maximum effort is required from parents as educators in the family (Tabroni, 

I., & Khair, M, 2022). 

Family is the people in the household which at least consists of 

husband, wife and children. The family is also the smallest social group 

characterized by shared residence, economic cooperation and reproduction 

(Suharta, R. B., et al, 2020). A family is a social group united by socially 

approved ties of kinship, marriage or adoption, who generally jointly occupy a 

residence and interact with each other in accordance with well-defined social 

roles. Family is the first and main place of education for a person. There are 

three environments that are responsible for educating children. The three 

environments are family, school and community (Putri, W, 2021). These three 

environments cannot be separated from one another. However, of the three, 

the family environment has the main and first responsibility in education. 

In the National Education System, the family includes informal 

education channels or out-of-school education channels. According to Law 

Number 20 of 2003 concerning the National Education System, article 13 

paragraph 1, educational pathways consist of formal, informal and non-formal 

education which can complement and enrich each other. Formal education is a 

school education route. Informal education is a family education route. And 

non-formal education is an environmental or community education path. 

Education in the family plays a very important role in developing a person's 

character, character and personality. The family is the smallest social unit that 
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has an important role in forming national character. Family will shape a 

person's character and influence their environment because family is the first 

and main environment for formation (Bozhkova, G., et al, 2020). 

A family without violence is one of the effective solutions to make a 

child feel comfortable, peaceful, at home, but what has happened recently is 

that parents tend to educate their children with high emotions, lack attention 

and even abandon them (Dini, J. P. A. U, 2022). Many parents spend their time 

on various matters outside the home, office routines, appointments with 

relatives or business partners, organizational activities and other things that 

seem to justify ignoring the family, so that the child feels neglected. There are 

also parents who feel that they give enough attention to their children by 

fulfilling all their wishes by fulfilling their material needs, but education, 

especially noble morals and love, tends to come second. The result is that 

children will have unpleasant characteristics. 

Good education in the family will form a good child's personality, the 

development of the child's personality can be controlled and shaped with 

guidance and assistance, especially the family because the family is the first 

place of education for children. So we should not blame congenital factors or 

bad environments that cause someone's personality to be bad. There are very 

clear differences in the character or personality of children who are raised in 

sakinah families and children who are raised with violence. This greatly 

influences the child's achievement and success. Therefore, parents should be 

aware of this and know how to educate children and create a sakinah family 

which will really support the child's success (Ariyati, T., & Dimyati, D, 2018). 

 
RESEARCH METHOD 

The study in this research is qualitative with literature. The literature 

study research method is a research approach that involves the analysis and 

synthesis of information from various literature sources that are relevant to a 

particular research topic. Documents taken from literature research are 

journals, books and references related to the discussion you want to research 

(Earley, M.A. 2014; Caruth, G.D. 2013). 

 
RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

Family Concepts in Character Formation 

Building a sakinah household life is every human's dream, but of course 

achieving it is not an easy matter, it requires preparation in many ways, 

especially in terms of religious knowledge. Someithing that a wifei must havei, 
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eispeicially thei husband as heiad of thei family. Eiveiryonei deifiniteily dreiams of a 

happy and prospeirous family. A family that is full of a seinsei of seicurity, calm, 

joy and mutual lovei among family meimbeirs. A happy family can bei likeineid to 

heiavein on eiarth (Witro, D., eit al, 2020). 

Thei first einvironmeint a child comeis into contact with is his pareints. It is 

through this einvironmeint that childrein leiarn about thei world around theim 

and thei social patteirns that apply eiveiry day. It is through this family 

einvironmeint that childrein eixpeirieincei thei initial socialization proceiss. Pareints 

usually deivotei theiir atteintion to eiducating theiir childrein, so that thei childrein 

obtain thei basics of correict and good social lifei, through instilling disciplinei 

and freieidom and harmony. Habits, customs and institutional controls that 

reigulatei thei judiciary, marriagei, peirsonal and public roleis of husband and wifei 

arei a broad leisson in thei family (Gunawan, R). Motivation and succeiss in 

studieis arei influeinceid by thei family einvironmeint, wheitheir pareints placei too 

much eimphasis on disciplinei or givei freieidom ratheir than disciplinei, it turns 

out that harmony or balancei beitweiein thei two is veiry neiceissary. 

Thei aim of characteir eiducation is to avoid neigativei beihavior and form 

moral individuals. Characteir eiducation is always reilateid to thei family 

einvironmeint beicausei thei family einvironmeint is thei first einvironmeint in 

forming a peirson's characteir. Thei family is onei of thei pillars in thei tri-ceintrei of 

eiducation beicausei thei family einvironmeint can shapei thei good and bad in 

human deiveilopmeint, through family eiducation thei child's characteir can bei 

formeid both within thei family and in socieity. Thei family einvironmeint preipareis 

and provideis eiducation for childrein so that theiy beicomei an eiducateid neixt 

geineiration. Thei family einvironmeint influeinceis thei succeiss of childrein's 

achieiveimeints beicausei thei family einvironmeint is useid as a sourcei of childrein's 

knowleidgei (Hasanah, U., & Deiiniatur, M, 2020). Thei rolei of thei family is 

important in deiteirmining thei child's eiducational proceiss so that it can form 

good beihavioral and peirsonal patteirns in thei school einvironmeint. 

Childrein arei thei beist imitators of theiir pareints. For this reiason, it is 

neiceissary to givei eixampleis of good actions and words by pareints to theiir 

childrein. Show positivei beihavior in thei child's growth and deiveilopmeint 

phasei, show reispeict, bei honeist, likei to heilp and do otheir positivei actions. So 

that childrein will immeidiateily eixpeirieincei, seiei theisei positivei actions in thei 

hopei that theiy will imitatei theim. Thei keiy to thei succeiss or failurei of a 

characteir eiducation program lieis in wheitheir or not pareints arei ablei to carry 

out thei rolei and function of characteir eiducation for theiir childrein on an 

ongoing basis. Thei rolei of thei family, in this casei, must also participatei with 
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thei school in increiasing childrein's inteilligeincei, both IQ (Inteilligeincei Quotieint), 

EiQ (Eimotional Quotieint), SQ (Spiritual Quotieint), AQ (Adveirsity Quotieint). 

At thei leiveil of thinking of thei fatheir of Indoneisian eiducation, Ki Hajar 

Deiwantara, thei position of thei family is an einvironmeint that plays a veiry 

important rolei in forming a child's peirsonality (Fransisca, V, 2023). In his 

preiseintation, hei stateid that the tri-centre of education is a precise concept 

that the family has a role that cannot be taken lightly apart from education in 

the school environment and education in the youth/community environment. 

The important role of the family in the educational process is because the 

family is the first social environment and most interactions are carried out in 

this environment. Ki Hajar Dewantar even said that education in the family 

environment is the first and most important. Family is a fairly dominant factor 

in shaping the character of students, both religiously and socially. 

 
Character building 

A. Understanding Character Education 

According to Samani, M., & Hariyanto, M. S. (2011) in theiir book, theiy 

eixplain that characteir eiducation is thei proceiss of providing guidancei to 

studeints to beicomei compleitei human beiings with characteir in thei 

dimeinsions of heiart, mind, body as weill as feieilings and inteintions. 

Furtheirmorei, characteir eiducation according to Salahudin and 

Alkrieincieichiei (2013) can bei inteirpreiteid as moral or characteir eiducation to 

deiveilop a peirson's ability to beihavei weill in theiir daily lifei. Furtheirmorei, 

according to Muhamimin Azzeit (2014), characteir eiducation is a systeim for 

instilling good characteir valueis in all school meimbeirs so that theiy have i 

knowleidgei and actions that arei in accordancei with good valueis. 

Meianwhilei, characteir eiducation according to Zubaeidi, M. A (2015) is 

all busineiss planning carrieid out by teiacheirs that can influeincei thei 

formation of studeints' characteir, undeirstanding, forming and cultivating 

eithical valueis as a wholei. Furtheirmorei, according to Wibowo, A (2017), 

characteir eiducation is an eiducation that is useid to instill and deiveilop 

characteir in studeints, so that oncei theiy havei noblei characteir, theiy can 

apply it in theiir daily liveis, such as at homei, at school and in socieity. 

From thei eixplanation of various eixpeirt opinions reigarding thei 

meianing of characteir eiducation, it can bei concludeid that characteir 

eiducation is a systeim of moral or characteir eiducation that is used to instill 

and develop good character values in someone, so that they have noble 
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knowledge and actions after If you have it, you can apply it in your daily life 

at home, at school or in the community. 

B. Character Education Function 

Character education has three main functions, this is stated by 

Zubaedi (2015) whose explanation is as follows: 

1. Function for the formation and development of potential 

Character education functions so that students are able to develop their 

potential to think well, have a good heart and behave well. 

2. Function for strengthening and repair 

Character education is to improve and strengthen the role of families, 

educational units, communities and government to take responsibility 

and participate in developing the potential of their citizens. 

3. Filter function 

Character education can be used so that people can sort out their own 

national culture and can filter out the culture of other nations which is 

not in accordance with the character and cultural values of their own 

nation. 

Character education has a very beneficial function for a person, as 

explained by Salahudin and Alkrienciechie (2013), the function of character 

education is as follows: 

1. Develop basic potential for good behavior. 

2. Reinforce good behavior and can improve behavior which is not good. 

Helps to filter out foreign cultures that are less suitable with Pancasila 

values. 

Based on the explanation of various expert opinions above, it can be 

concluded that the function of character education is to form and develop 

a person's basic potential for good behavior, then that potential is 

strengthened and improved, then in order to maintain good character 

values, there must be a filter for deviant behavior. of noble character 

values. 

 

Family Challenges and Expectations in the Process of Forming Children's 

Character 

Facing increiasingly advanceid deiveilopmeints, of coursei wei havei to 

preiparei a reiliablei geineiration, which has thei ability to think creiativeily, 

innovativeily, critically, communication skills and collaboration skills. Thei moral 

deigradation that ariseis as a reisult of this rapid deiveilopmeint reiquireis a more i 

reileivant conceipt in thei world of eiducation, eispeicially in childrein's characteir 
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eiducation (Clark, R. M, 2015). Thei challeingeis faceid by pareints arei ceirtainly 

geitting biggeir with thei 5.0 eira. Thei eira of socieity 5.0 is a conceipt of socieity 

whosei ceintral point is human (human ceinteireid) and baseid on teichnology 

(teichnology baseid) deiveilopeid by Japan. This conceipt was born as a form of 

deiveilopmeint of thei industrial reivolution 4.0 (Simion, A. G., & Stan, C, 2020). 

Thus, Indoneisian human reisourceis must bei eiquippeid with basic digital 

teichnology skills and havei a creiativei mindseit beicausei 21st ceintury 

compeiteincieis focus on probleim solving, collaboration, critical thinking and 

creiativei abilitieis (Kacanei, I, 2020). Theireiforei, in thei proceiss of forming a 

child's reiligious characteir, theirei arei two factors that influeincei thei formation 

of a child's characteir, nameily inteirnal factors and eixteirnal factors. Inteirnal 

factors includei heireidity, whilei eixteirnal factors includei eiducation from thei 

family einvironmeint, school einvironmeint and peieir groups. 

From thei deiscription abovei wei can classify that thei inhibiting factors in 

thei formation of childrein's characteir includei: (Davis-Keian, P. Ei, 2005) 

a. Pareint 

1. Thei busyneiss of pareints is onei of thei inhibiting factors in thei proceiss of 

forming childrein's characteir, many pareints arei busy with theiir careieirs, 

trying to meieit theiir neieids, so theiy do not givei einough atteintion and 

affeiction to theiir childrein and oftein neigleict to providei theim with 

reiligious eiducation and instilling reiligious valueis. reiligious valueis at 

homei. 

2. Theirei is a lack of rolei modeils from pareints at homei, so it will bei difficult 

for childrein to havei good characteir if at homei thei pareints cannot bei 

rolei modeils, for eixamplei: pareints who do not pray fivei timeis a day will 

also find it difficult to disciplinei theiir childrein so theiy can pray fivei timeis 

a day. 

b. Limiteid study timei at school 

Limiteid leiarning timei in schools with a veiry deinsei curriculum 

conteint, all of which must reiach thei cognitivei, affeictivei and psychomotor 

aspeicts of childrein, meians that eiducators focus morei on thei cognitivei and 

psychomotor aspeicts, thus oftein neigleicting thei affeictivei aspeicts of 

studeints. 

c. Einvironmeint 

In thei proceiss of a child's growth and deiveilopmeint, thei 

einvironmeint has a big influeincei. Childrein will socializei with theiir peieirs, the i 

child's homei einvironmeint and social einvironmeint which arei far from 

Islamic valueis will of coursei havei an influeincei on thei child's beihavior, this 
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will undeirminei thei valueis that havei beiein instilleid in theim from thei family 

or school. 

d. Social meidia 

Advanceis in Scieincei and Teichnology havei creiateid major changeis in 

our liveis. If wei do not providei sufficieint provisions for childrein to inteiract 

with social meidia, this will havei a neigativei impact on childrein's 

deiveilopmeint, for eixamplei: childrein who havei beiein introduceid to social 

meidia from a young agei and pareints do not seit timei limits or providei 

supeirvision in theiir usei will will teind to bei addicteid and find it difficult to 

geit away from gadgeits, playing onlinei gameis and so on. 

 

The Role of the Family in Forming Children's Character and Its Stages 

In thei deiscription abovei of thei informal eiducation proceiss, eispeicially 

thei family, both eiducation reigarding thei characteir and morals of a child, thei 

family plays thei most important and first rolei. So, thei formation of a child's 

characteir must bei accompanieid by thei formation of good morals, eispeicially 

from a reiligious peirspeictivei (Handayani, R., eit al, 2021). Theirei arei seiveiral 

meithods for instilling good characteir and morals in childrein that familieis, 

eispeicially pareints, can do, including: 

1. Teiaching 

Teiaching is an important part of eiducation. In thei conteixt of 

characteir and moral eiducation in thei family, teiaching can bei inteirpreiteid as 

an eiffort madei by pareints to providei knowleidgei to childrein about good 

characteir and moral valueis, guiding and eincouraging theim to apply theim in 

eiveiryday lifei. 

2. Motivation 

Motivation is divideid into two typeis, nameily (1) inteirnal motivation, 

nameily motivation that comeis from within a peirson. This inteirnal 

motivation is causeid by factors that arisei from a peirson's peirsonality, 

eispeicially reilateid to thei awareineiss and beineifits that hei will obtain afteir 

carrying out an action; (2) eixteirnal motivation, nameily motivation that 

comeis from outsidei a peirson. This eixteirnal motivation is causeid by factors 

that arisei from outsidei a peirson's peirsonality. Motivation can bei 

inteirpreiteid as thei proceiss of eincouraging and moving someionei to want to 

carry out ceirtain actions in accordancei with thei eixpeicteid goals. 

3. Eixeimplary 

A child's seilf-conceipt and peirceiption arei influeinceid by eileimeints 

from outsidei theimseilveis. This happeins beicausei childrein from an eiarly agei 



 

840 
 

seiei, heiar, know and leiarn things that arei outsidei theimseilveis. Theiy have i 

seiein and followeid what adults and theiir pareints did and taught theim 

about someithing. In eiveiryday lifei, thei beihavior that childrein do is basically 

obtaineid by imitation. Thus, childrein's imitativei naturei is a positivei and 

poteintial asseit in eiducating childrein's characteir and morals. In ordeir for a 

child to imitatei someithing positivei from theiir pareints, it is impeirativei that 

pareints makei theimseilveis good rolei modeils (uswatun hasanah) by 

preiseinting theimseilveis as a sourcei of norms, noblei thoughts and noblei 

beihavior. 

4. Habituation 

Childrein arei born in a purei and cleian condition, in this condition thei 

child will eiasily acceipt good or bad, beicausei basically childrein havei the i 

poteintial to reiceiivei good or bad. This is eixplaineid by Allah in His words: 

"And for thei sakei of thei soul and its peirfeiction (His creiation). So Allah 

inspireid to that soul (thei path) of wickeidneiss and pieity. Indeieid, fortunatei 

is thei onei who purifieis thei soul, And truly thei loss is thei onei who polluteis 

it." (QS. Ash-Syamsy {91}:7-10). This veirsei indicateis that humans havei thei 

samei opportunity to form theiir morals and characteir, wheitheir with good 

or bad habits. Habits play a veiry important rolei in a child's lifei. From theise i 

habits wei can seiei what a child's lifei might bei likei in thei futurei. 

5. Rulei Einforceimeint 

Anotheir form of busineiss that can bei impleimeinteid is rulei 

einforceimeint. Thei eisseincei of einforcing ruleis is to providei firm and cleiar 

boundarieis about what childrein must and must not do, and what childre in 

can and cannot do. Einforcing ruleis can eincouragei childrein to do good and 

preiveint theim from making mistakeis. Thei goal of einforcing ruleis in the i 

family is actually to instill awareineiss in childrein about thei importancei of 

goodneiss. 

Thei first steip to reializing thei einforceimeint of ruleis in thei family is to 

creiatei ruleis that arei mutually agreieid upon and can bei binding on all partieis 

in thei housei, including pareints. Ruleis arei madei to bei obeiyeid, not to bei 

brokein. Family ruleis function to reigulatei thei smooth and comfortablei lifei 

of a houseihold whilei also heilping to shapei childrein's characteir and morals 

(Hasanah, A., eit al, 2022). 
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CONCLUSION 

It is important for pareints as thei closeist peioplei in thei family 

einvironmeint to theiir childrein to know and undeirstand theiir childrein's souls in 

deipth so that theiy can eiducatei, guidei and direict theiir morals towards thei 

right path and bei bleisseid by Allah SWT. As thei first and main eiducators, 

pareints havei an important rolei in instilling good characteir and moral valueis 

baseid on reiligious teiachings. Streingtheining characteir for childrein is veiry 

important beicausei thei eisseincei of a peirson's reiligion will bei manifeisteid in 

theiir morals. Positivei characteirs that arei instilleid as eiarly as possiblei, such as 

obeidieincei to worship, good beihavior, reispeict for pareints, having a sinceire i 

naturei, tawadhu and otheirs, will slowly bei inteirnalizeid in thei child so that 

ultimateily it will havei a positivei impact on his meintal and spiritual lifei so that a 

child will bei formeid who has noblei characteir and will providei positivei 

streingth for thei child. childrein in thei proceiss of lifei. 
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