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Abstract 

This research aims to explore the concept, implementation and 
challenges of character education in Islamic higher education. Through 
an in-depth literature review, this research identifies that character 
education in Islamic universities does not only focus on academic 
achievement, but also on the formation of strong morality and ethics. 
Islamic universities utilize Islamic values as the main foundation in 
educating students to become individuals with integrity, morals, and 
able to contribute positively to society. However, this research also 
revealed a number of significant challenges, including limited resources, 
lack of training for lecturers, diversity of student cultural backgrounds, 
time constraints, and difficulties in measuring character development. 
Literacy related to curriculum development strategies, lecturer training, 
and character evaluation methods is the key to overcoming this 
challenge. Character education in Islamic higher education requires the 
commitment of all parties involved, from institutional leaders to 
students, to achieve optimal results. This research concludes that with a 
holistic and integrative approach, Islamic higher education has great 
potential to produce graduates who are not only academically superior 
but also have noble character. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Character education is an effort that aims to shape the morals and 

personality of students so that they become individuals who have integrity, 

ethics and Islamic values. In the context of Islamic higher education, character 

education receives special attention considering its strategic role in producing 

a generation that is not only intellectually intelligent, but also has high 

morality. Islamic higher education is responsible for educating students to be 

able to face the challenges of the times with a solid moral foundation, in 

accordance with Islamic teachings (Rahayu et al., 2023). 

Character education in Islamic higher education is not only limited to 

theoretical learning in the classroom, but also includes various extracurricular 

activities and campus environments that support character development. The 
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implementation of character education is important to create a conducive 

academic environment, where values such as honesty, responsibility and social 

care can be instilled and practiced every day (Supa'at & Muslim, 2023). 

Students are expected to be able to internalize these values and apply them in 

various aspects of their lives. 

The approach used in character education at Islamic universities 

involves collaboration between lecturers, education staff and students. 

Lecturers and educational staff have an important role as role models in 

instilling character values. They must be able to demonstrate attitudes and 

behavior that are in accordance with Islamic values, so that they can be good 

examples for students. Apart from that, an integrative curriculum also needs 

to be designed to combine academic and character aspects holistically 

(Alimron et al., 2023). 

In the development of globalization and modernization, the challenges 

faced by Islamic higher education in implementing character education are 

increasingly complex. The influence of foreign cultures, technological 

advances and rapid social change often cause identity and moral crises among 

the younger generation (Rohman & Muhid, 2022). Therefore, Islamic higher 

education must be able to adapt its character education methodology so that 

it remains relevant and effective in overcoming these challenges. Equipping 

students with critical skills accompanied by a strong moral foundation is 

becoming increasingly important. 

Evaluation and supervision of the implementation of character 

education in Islamic higher education is also an important component that 

should not be ignored. This evaluation aims to assess the extent to which 

character education programs have been implemented and have had an 

impact on students' personalities. Through continuous evaluation, Islamic 

higher education institutions can continue to improve and perfect their 

character education programs to form a generation with Islamic personalities 

and global competitiveness (Putri, 2023). 

Apart from that, it is also important to involve various parties in the 

character education process in Islamic universities. Collaboration between 

students, lecturers, campus management and parents will provide broader 

and more comprehensive support. The active participation of all parties will 

create strong synergy in developing student character. Campuses can also 

collaborate with community organizations or religious institutions to provide 

seminars, training and activities based on Islamic values, so that students have 



 

2496 
 

a deeper understanding and practical application of what they have learned 

(Huda et al., 2023). 

Innovation in teaching methods and character education approaches is 

also needed so that moral and spiritual messages can be conveyed more 

effectively. The use of information technology and social media can be a 

useful tool in spreading positive values and inspiring students to develop 

Islamic character. Through various digital platforms, students can be invited to 

participate in discussions, collaborative projects, and social activities that 

support strengthening character values (Fijriyani et al., 2023). Thus, character 

education in Islamic higher education not only forms superior individuals in 

society, but also brings blessings and benefits to the surrounding 

environment. 

 

RESEARCH METHOD 

The study in this research is qualitative with literature. The literature 

study research method is a research approach that involves the analysis and 

synthesis of information from various literature sources that are relevant to a 

particular research topic. Documents taken from literature research are 

journals, books and references related to the discussion you want to research 

(Earley, M.A. 2014; Snyder, H. 2019). 

 

RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

Approaches to Implementing Character Education in Islamic Higher 

Education 

The approach to implementing character education in Islamic 

universities must be comprehensive and integrative, including cognitive, 

affective and psychomotor aspects. Each course can be integrated with 

Islamic character values such as honesty, responsibility, justice and social 

concern (Sofiyandi et al., 2024). For example, in economics courses, students 

can be taught about sharia economic principles which emphasize honesty and 

justice, while in sociology courses, they can learn about social roles and 

responsibilities towards society. This approach allows students not only to 

understand theoretical concepts, but also to apply them in real life. 

Apart from that, extracurricular activities and student organizations in 

Islamic universities also play an important role in implementing character 

education. Activities such as regular recitations, religious discussions, social 

service, and leadership training based on Islamic values can develop students' 

character more comprehensively. Campuses can organize activities that 
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accommodate students' interests and talents while instilling noble values, so 

that they can learn to work together, think critically and have high empathy. A 

campus environment that supports and provides good role models is also very 

influential in the process of forming student character (Nugroho, 2023). 

Regular monitoring and evaluation is also an inseparable part of the 

approach to implementing character education in Islamic universities. With 

routine evaluations, universities can measure the extent to which the 

character education process has been effective and the extent to which 

students have internalized the values taught. Institutions can also conduct 

surveys or research to get feedback from students and lecturers regarding the 

character development that occurs. Through this evaluation, campuses can 

continue to improve and develop better strategies, ensuring that the 

character education provided can bring maximum benefits to the entire 

academic community (Jirde & Arifin, 2022). 

The use of information technology can also be an effective approach in 

implementing character education in Islamic universities. E-learning platforms 

and educational applications can be used to provide material that contains 

Islamic character values in a more interactive and accessible manner (Jones, 

2023). For example, learning videos, quizzes and online discussions can be 

designed to develop students' understanding and appreciation of values such 

as integrity, discipline and mutual respect. Technology also allows for easier 

supervision and quick feedback, as well as encouraging active participation 

from students despite physical limitations. 

The role of lecturers and teaching staff is also very crucial in 

implementing character education. They are not only teachers of academic 

material, but also role models and mentors who provide concrete examples of 

how noble character can be applied every day. Lecturers can use reflective 

and dialogical teaching methodologies, where students are invited to reflect 

and discuss moral values in real life contexts. This includes the use of case 

studies, simulations, and service-based projects (service learning) that place 

students in situations where they must apply the values they have learned 

(Nielsen, 2023). 

Collaboration with eixteirnal institutions, such as community institutions 

and reiligious organizations, can also einrich thei characteir eiducation proceiss. 

Islamic univeirsitieis can eistablish partneirships for inteirnship programs, 

volunteieirs, or otheir community activitieis that providei studeints with direict 

eixpeirieincei in applying characteir valueis in a broadeir conteixt. This 

collaboration not only supports studeint characteir deiveilopmeint, but also 
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streingtheins reilations beitweiein thei campus and thei community, creiating an 

eiducational eicosysteim that is holistic and reileivant to thei neieids of thei timeis 

(Lafrarchi, 2023). 

 

Implementation Methods in Teaching and Learning Activities and 

Extracurricular Activities 

Impleimeintation of characteir eiducation in teiaching and leiarning 

activitieis can bei donei through teiaching meithods that inteigratei characteir 

valueis into acadeimic mateirial. Onei eixamplei is through an inteigrateid 

curriculum approach, wheirei valueis such as honeisty, disciplinei, hard work and 

reisponsibility arei inseirteid in eiach subjeict. Thei usei of casei studieis and 

probleim-baseid projeicts (probleim-baseid leiarning) is also eiffeictivei in inviting 

studeints to analyzei reial situations theiy facei eiveiry day, and eincouraging theim 

to makei deicisions that arei in accordancei with thei characteir valueis theiy havei 

leiarneid (Gonzaleiz, 2023). 

Reifleictivei and dialogic approacheis can also bei applieid in thei 

classroom. For eixamplei, afteir deiliveiring mateirial, thei leictureir or teiacheir can 

facilitatei a discussion seission wheirei studeints or studeints arei askeid to reifleict 

and sharei peirsonal eixpeirieinceis reilateid to thei valueis discusseid. This 

discussion can includei ideintifying eithical dileimmas and how to reisolvei theim, 

and linking theim to Islamic reiligious and moral teiachings (Oteigeinov, 2023). 

This approach not only deiveilops critical and moral thinking skills, but also 

streingtheins conceiptual undeirstanding and practical application of characteir 

valueis in eiveiryday lifei. 

Apart from formal teiaching and leiarning activitieis, characteir eiducation 

can also bei impleimeinteid through eixtracurricular activitieis. Activitieis such as 

studeint organizations, arts groups, sports, and social communitieis can bei 

eiffeictivei platforms for deiveiloping studeint characteir. In this activity, studeints 

leiarn to work togeitheir, leiad, and facei challeingeis with inteigrity and 

reisponsibility (Sirovina eit al., 2023). For eixamplei, in studeint organizations, 

valueis such as leiadeirship, teiamwork, and initiativei can bei taught through 

direict eixpeirieincei in organizing activitieis and solving probleims togeitheir. 

Eixtracurricular activitieis can also includei community seirvicei programs 

which providei opportunitieis for studeints to inteiract with various leiveils of 

socieity and leiarn thei valueis of eimpathy, eiquality and solidarity (Karmova, 

2022). For eixamplei, volunteieir programs that reiquirei studeints to heilp at an 

orphanagei or carry out einvironmeintal projeicts can deiveilop a seinsei of social 

reisponsibility and conceirn for otheirs. In this way, studeints not only deiveilop 
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acadeimic skills but also thei noblei characteir neieideid to beicomei individuals 

who contributei positiveily to socieity. 

Thei application of characteir eiducation impleimeintation meithods in 

teiaching and leiarning and eixtracurricular activitieis reiquireis a planneid and 

systeimatic strateigy. Onei important first steip is to conduct training for 

teiacheirs and eixtracurricular activity supeirvisors so that theiy havei a deieip 

undeirstanding of thei goals and meithods of characteir deiveilopmeint. This 

training should also includei facilitation teichniqueis, conflict reisolution, and 

how to providei constructivei feieidback. This is important to einsurei that eiveiry 

inteiraction with studeints can bei useid as a characteir eiducation momeint 

(Sharma & Jamwal, 2023). 

Apart from training, it is also important to einsurei good coordination 

beitweiein all partieis involveid, including teiacheirs, counseilors and school 

manageimeint. Forming a speicial teiam or committeiei reisponsiblei for thei 

impleimeintation and supeirvision of characteir eiducation can heilp einsurei the i 

smooth running of thei program. This teiam can involvei reipreiseintativeis from 

eiach school unit and is taskeid with planning, coordinating and eivaluating thei 

activitieis carrieid out. Reigular eivaluation through surveiys, obseirvations, and 

group discussions is eisseintial to asseiss program eiffeictiveineiss and makei 

neiceissary adjustmeints (Rao, 2022). 

To eivaluatei thei succeiss of impleimeinting characteir eiducation, schools 

can usei a numbeir of meithods including knowleidgei teists, seilf-asseissmeint and 

peieir asseissmeint. In addition, asseissmeint through portfolios that colleict 

various eivideincei of studeint activitieis and achieiveimeints can also bei useid to 

providei a morei compreiheinsivei picturei of studeint characteir deiveilopmeint. 

Through a compreiheinsivei eivaluation, schools can ideintify succeissful aspeicts 

and areias that reiquirei improveimeint, and einsurei that characteir eiducation 

programs arei running according to theiir objeictiveis and providing optimal 

beineifits for studeints (Heirmanto eit al., 2023). 

 

The Impact of Character Education on Students at Islamic Universities 

Characteir eiducation has a significant impact on studeints at Islamic 

univeirsitieis. Onei of thei main impacts is thei deiveilopmeint of strong moral and 

eithical inteigrity. Studeints who arei involveid in characteir eiducation teind to 

havei a deieipeir undeirstanding of Islamic valueis and thei moral principleis that 

accompany theim. This not only einricheis theiir spiritual lifei but also shapeis 

positivei beihavior in daily lifei, such as honeisty, reisponsibility and justicei 

(Azizah, 2022). In this way, theiy arei reiady to beicomei individuals who 



 

2500 
 

contributei positiveily to socieity, both in thei acadeimic einvironmeint and 

outsidei thei campus. 

Apart from moral deiveilopmeint, characteir eiducation also has an impact 

on streingtheining studeints' social and eimotional skills. Characteir eiducation 

programs oftein includei activitieis that eincouragei coopeiration, eiffeictivei 

communication, and constructivei conflict reisolution (Feipriyanti & Roqib, 

2024). Through theisei activitieis, studeints leiarn to managei theiir eimotions, 

undeirstand otheir peioplei's peirspeictiveis, and work togeitheir in teiams. Theisei 

skills arei eisseintial in theiir profeissional and peirsonal liveis, heilping theim 

beicomei eimpatheitic and collaborativei leiadeirs who arei ablei to adapt to a 

varieity of situations and challeingeis. 

Furtheirmorei, characteir eiducation can improvei studeint acadeimic 

achieiveimeint. By inteirnalizing valueis such as disciplinei, hard work, and 

deiteirmination, studeints arei morei likeily to havei high motivation and a positivei 

attitudei towards leiarning. Theiy teind to bei morei committeid to pursuing theiir 

acadeimic goals, deiveilop eiffeictivei study habits, and deimonstratei peirsisteincei 

in facing acadeimic challeingeis. Thei cumulativei impact of theisei valueis and skills 

is increiaseid acadeimic achieiveimeint which can opein up morei opportunitieis for 

theim in theiir futurei careieirs and liveis (Leistari & Aryanti, 2024). 

Apart from thei impacts alreiady meintioneid, characteir eiducation also 

influeinceis studeints' psychological weill-beiing. Studeints who reiceiivei characteir 

guidancei teind to havei higheir seilf-confideincei and strong seilf-eisteieim. Theiy are i 

taught to reicognizei and appreiciatei theiir own poteintial and weiakneisseis, 

which heilps in deiveiloping a growth mindseit. This mindseit allows theim to seiei 

failureis and difficultieis as opportunitieis to leiarn and grow (Amri, 2024). As a 

reisult, studeints can deial with acadeimic and social preissurei beitteir and havei 

morei stablei meintal weill-beiing. 

Furtheirmorei, characteir eiducation at Islamic univeirsitieis oftein 

inteigrateis Islamic teiachings in thei curriculum, which has a positivei influeincei 

on studeints' reiligious ideintity. In an einvironmeint that supports and promoteis 

Islamic valueis, studeints can streingthein theiir faith and reiligious practiceis. This 

creiateis a solid foundation for a continueid spiritual lifei eivein afteir theiy 

graduatei. Studeints who havei a strong reiligious ideintity teind to havei a cleiareir 

and morei focuseid vieiw of lifei, so theiy arei beitteir preipareid to facei eithical and 

moral challeingeis in modeirn lifei (Taufikin eit al., 2024). 

Characteir eiducation also plays an important rolei in forming a young 

geineiration who is compeititivei and reiady to contributei to global socieity. 

Studeints who arei eiquippeid with good characteir will not only beicomei 
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compeiteint profeissionals in theiir fieild, but will also bring positivei valueis that 

can influeincei theiir work einvironmeint and community (Warsito, 2022). In this 

way, thei impact of characteir eiducation is not only feilt at thei individual leiveil 

but also has a broadeir impact in building a morei eithical, civilizeid and 

harmonious socieity. Thei combination of acadeimic deidication, high morality 

and strong social skills of theisei graduateis will bei invaluablei in reializing 

positivei changei and sustainablei deiveilopmeint. 

 

Challenges Faced in Implementing Character Education 

Thei impleimeintation of characteir eiducation in Islamic univeirsitieis faceis 

many compleix challeingeis. Onei of theim is limiteid reisourceis, both in teirms of 

teiaching staff and reileivant and quality eiducational mateirials. Not all leictureirs 

havei speicial eixpeirtisei in characteir eiducation, and someitimeis theiy havei not 

reiceiiveid sufficieint training to conveiy theisei valueis eiffeictiveily (Sholihuddin, 

2022). Apart from that, thei eixisting curriculum may not yeit optimally inteigratei 

characteir eiducation, so it neieids to bei reiviseid and updateid which reiquireis a 

lot of timei, moneiy and eiffort. 

Anotheir challeingei is cultural reisistancei within higheir eiducation 

institutions. In somei caseis, theirei is a teindeincy in thei acadeimic community to 

prioritizei pureily acadeimic reisults oveir peirsonal characteir deiveilopmeint. Somei 

studeints and eivein acadeimic staff may seiei characteir eiducation as a leiss 

important addition compareid to otheir acadeimic achieiveimeints. This kind of 

mindseit can hindeir thei proceiss of inteirnalizing characteir valueis within the i 

campus einvironmeint (Khaira eit al., 2023). In addition, somei studeints comei 

from diffeireint family and school backgrounds, which may not havei introduceid 

or placeid no eimphasis on characteir eiducation, thus adding to thei difficulty in 

creiating a uniform approach to this eiducation. 

Thein, social dynamics and modeirn teichnology also preiseint theiir own 

challeingeis. Studeints now livei in a digital eira full of instant information and 

social meidia that can influeincei theim quickly and significantly. Sorting out 

good and bad information and maintaining characteir inteigrity amidst 

abundant and oftein uncontrolleid acceiss to information is a big challeingei 

(Indria eit al., 2022). In addition, social preissurei to appeiar a ceirtain way or 

conform beihavior to "treinds" can influeincei thei proceiss of characteir 

formation which actually reiquireis morei consisteincy and deieip reifleiction. 

Oveircoming theisei challeingeis reiquireis innovativei and adaptivei eiducational 

strateigieis as weill as coopeiration from various partieis – from eiducational 

institutions, familieis, to communitieis (Hari eit al., 2023). 
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Apart from thei threiei main challeingeis meintioneid, theirei arei also otheir 

issueis such as thei diveirsity of cultural backgrounds and valueis brought by 

studeints. Islamic univeirsitieis, eispeicially in Indoneisia, havei studeints from 

various reigions who bring with theim diffeireint valueis and cultural norms. This 

can havei poteintial, but it can also beicomei an obstaclei if not manageid weill. 

Thei characteir valueis taught may bei inteirpreiteid diffeireintly by studeints from 

diffeireint backgrounds, thus reiquiring eixtra eiffort to achieivei consisteint 

undeirstanding and application throughout thei campus community (Prayitno & 

Nur, 2022). 

Apart from that, timei constraints arei also a significant challeingei. With 

busy study scheiduleis and high acadeimic deimands, characteir eiducation oftein 

only reiceiiveis seicondary atteintion. Studeints and leictureirs may feieil that theiy 

do not havei einough timei to eixplorei characteir valueis or eingagei in activitieis 

that support characteir deiveilopmeint (Munir, 2023). On this basis, theirei neieids 

to bei a smootheir inteigration of characteir eiducation into daily acadeimic 

activitieis, wheirei theisei valueis arei not only taught in class but also liveid out in 

various aspeicts of campus lifei. 

Howeiveir, no leiss important is eivaluating and meiasuring the i 

eiffeictiveineiss of characteir eiducation itseilf. Meiasuring characteir deiveilopmeint 

is someithing morei abstract and subjeictivei compareid to acadeimic 

achieiveimeint which can bei meiasureid with numbeirs and gradeis (Yuliharti, 

2022). Theireiforei, a morei compreiheinsivei and multidimeinsional eivaluation 

meithod is neieideid to einsurei that characteir eiducation reially has thei eixpeicteid 

impact. This may reiquirei collaboration with characteir eiducation eixpeirts and 

thei usei of neiw teichnology to assist in thei eivaluation proceiss. Building an 

eiffeictivei feieidback systeim is also eisseintial in ordeir to ideintify areias that neieid 

improveimeint and einsurei that characteir eiducation continueis to deiveilop and 

adapt to thei neieids of thei timeis. 

 

CONCLUSION 

Characteir eiducation at Islamic univeirsitieis is an important eiffort to 

form individuals who arei not only inteilleictually inteilligeint, but also havei 

strong morality and eithics. Through thei inteigration of Islamic valueis, 

univeirsitieis strivei to creiatei graduateis who arei ablei to beicomei rolei modeils in 

socieity, havei a positivei impact, and leiad with inteigrity. 

Howeiveir, thei impleimeintation of characteir eiducation is not without 

challeingeis. Somei of thei main obstacleis includei limiteid reisourceis, lack of 

training for leictureirs, diveirsity of studeint cultural backgrounds, limiteid timei, 
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and difficulty in meiasuring characteir deiveilopmeint. Oveircoming this challeingei 

reiquireis a compreiheinsivei strateigy, including curriculum deiveilopmeint that 

includeis inteigral characteir eiducation, continuous training for leictureirs, and 

thei usei of eiffeictivei eivaluation meithods. 

To achieivei thei eixpeicteid goals of characteir eiducation, theirei neieids to 

bei commitmeint from all partieis involveid, from univeirsity leiadeirs to studeints. 

Thus, Islamic univeirsitieis can play a strateigic rolei in producing graduateis who 

arei not only acadeimically reiady, but also havei noblei characteir and arei ablei to 

beicomei ageints of positivei changei in socieity. 
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