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Abstract
This literature research examines the role of teachers in building the
character of the younger generation in the era of globalization. The main
focus of this study is to explore various strategies and methods of
character education that can be implied by teachers in the learning
process. Apart from that, this research also aims to assess the
effectiveness of various character learning approaches adopted in
various parts of the world. The method used is literature analysis, where
data and information are collected from various sources such as
academic journals, textbooks and relevant online articles. From this
analysis, it was found that teachers play an important role in forming
moral values, integrity, cooperation, social awareness, and interpersonal
skills, all of which are essential in developing student character. This
research identified several effective techniques used by educators,
including project-based learning, interactive class discussions, and
implementing a fair reward and punishment system. Apart from that, the
integration of character values in all aspects of the curriculum and
extracurricular activities is also emphasized as an important aspect of
character education. In conclusion, teachers act as facilitators and role
models in forming the character of the younger generation. This
research recommends that educational institutions strengthen
professional development programs for teachers, so that they are
equipped with relevant skills, knowledge and methods to effectively
support student character formation. Further research is recommended
to examine the long-term impact of these approaches on student
behavior and academic success.
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INTRODUCTION

In the ever-changing world of education, the role of teachers is not
only limited to teaching subjects in class. Teachers have a big role in forming
the basic character of the younger generation, which is essential in preparing
them to become good and competent citizens in facing the challenges of the
times. Now, more than ever, character formation is very important
considering the many challenges and temptations presented by developments
in technology and information. Character education in schools is the
foundation for equipping students with strong moral values, which they will
use as a compass in everyday life (ullah, 2023).

A teacher plays an important role in identifying and developing the
unique potential that each student has. Through daily interactions, teachers
can recognize students' strengths and weaknesses, and provide support for
their efforts to overcome challenges. Moreover, teachers as role models, their
behavior and way of communicating are often used as references by students
(Annisa, 2022). This shows that teachers are not only tasked with teaching
subject matter, but also as a mirror for students in building strong character
and integrity.

The application of character values in the learning process is very
crucial. Teachers are required to be creative in integrating these values into
each lesson material. This can be done through learning methods that not only
focus on students' academic intelligence but also emotional and social
intelligence, such as empathy, cooperation, honesty and responsibility.
Activities such as group discussions, social projects, and self-reflection are
some effective ways to internalize these important values in students (Islam &
lacob, 2023).

Facing the young generation who are the nation's assets, the task of
building character is a complex task that requires synergy between teachers,
parents and society. Teachers have a strategic role in this momentum, not
only as educators but also as motivators, innovators and facilitators in
students' lives. The success of character education is not only measured by
students' academic achievements, but more than that, how they are able to
apply the values they have learned in real life (Trisnawati & Pandiangan, 2022).
Thus, teachers play an important role in forming a young generation who is
not only intellectually intelligent, but also rich in character and kindness.

The qualifications and professionalism of teachers are key factors in the
success of character development programs. Teacher competence to convey
moral values is not only based on academic ability but also on personal
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integrity and commitment to ethical values. Teachers must actively increase
their knowledge and skills regarding the latest approaches in character
education. Continuous professional training and development is important so
that teachers can implement effective character curricula and adapt to the
changing needs and challenges of their students (Xu, 2023).

Apart from that, a conducive school environment also plays an
important role in supporting teachers' efforts to build student character. The
school must provide a supportive atmosphere, where positive values continue
to be strengthened through school policies, extracurricular activities, and
through good examples set by all teaching and administrative staff (Lubis,
2024). This creates a learning environment that focuses not only on academic
achievement but also on balanced and well-rounded character formation.

The involvement of parents and local communities is also no less
important in supporting teachers' efforts in character education. Effective
character education requires synergy between school, home and the wider
community. Parents act as partners with teachers in instilling and honing
character values at home, while the community can provide wider
opportunities for students to practice these values through various social and
communal activities. Close collaboration between school, home and
community creates a strong support network for student character
development (Aprilianita & Yudiana, 2024).

Considering the importance of this role, a teacher's responsibility in
shaping the character of the younger generation must be seen as a noble and
important mission. Teachers not only produce an intelligent generation, but
also ensure that they grow into individuals who have strong moral and ethical
values (Amalia et al., 2024). Thus, significant investment must continue to be
made in teachers in terms of training, resources and moral support so that
they can carry out their duties to the best of their abilities. Through dedication
and joint efforts, the dream of forming a young generation who is not only
successful academically, but also as people with high integrity, can be realized.

RESEARCH METHOD

The study in this research is qualitative with literature. The literature
study research method is a research approach that involves the analysis and
synthesis of information from various literature sources that are relevant to a
particular research topic. Documents taken from literature research are
journals, books and references related to the discussion you want to research
(Earley, M.A. 2014; Snyder, H. 2019).
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RESULT AND DISCUSSION
Character Learning Theory

Character learning is an educational process that aims to form and
strengthen positive values, attitudes and behavior in individuals. Character
learning theory emphasizes the importance of integrating ethical values in the
school curriculum so that it does not only focus on academic achievement but
also on developing students' personalities. This theory is based on the
principle that education is an important tool in character development and the
socialization of applicable social norms. Through character education,
students are taught to internalize values such as honesty, responsibility,
respect and justice, which are important foundations in social life (Ramadhani
etal., 2023).

According to this theory, a supportive learning environment is the key
to forming student character. Schools must create an atmosphere that
supports the development of positive values, through formal lessons as well
as non-formal and informal activities such as extracurricular activities.
Teachers play a central role in this process, not only as transmitters of
knowledge but also as examples and mentors in terms of ethical behavior.
Effective and continuous teacher training is also very important, so that they
can implement character learning strategies that are effective and relevant to
students' needs in the current era (Putri et al., 2024).

Apart from that, character learning theory also emphasizes the role of
family and community in character education. Character learning is not limited
to the school environment but must also involve and receive support from
parents and the wider community. The success of character education
depends greatly on the consistency and continuity of the values taught at
school with those applied at home and in everyday life. With close
collaboration between schools, families and communities, the process of
internalizing values becomes more effective and comprehensive, forming
individuals who are not only academically intelligent but also strong in
character (Rosyid, 2023).

Active involvement of students in the character learning process is also
very important. Character learning theory recognizes that the best character is
cultivated through direct experience and practice, not just through theory or
verbal instructions (Soutter, 2023). Therefore, learning methods that
emphasize experience, such as project-based learning, community service, and
reflective activities, are considered very effective in character formation.
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These methods allow students to apply the values they have learned in real
situations, strengthening their understanding of and commitment to these
values. This kind of experiential learning approach not only helps students
develop the ability to make ethical decisions but also improves their social
skills, empathy, and social awareness.

One of the challenges in implementing character learning theory is the
need to adapt the approach to the local socio-cultural context. The values
instilled through character education must be relevant and in accordance with
local cultural values, thus requiring curriculum and methodology adaptations
that are sensitive to cultural differences. This requires educators to have a
deep understanding of students' socio-cultural backgrounds as well as
flexibility in designing and implementing character learning programs (Rahma
etal., 2022).

Assessment in character education also requires a different approach
from conventional academic assessment. As a more subjective and
multifaceted area, character assessments are often more complex. Regular
assessment of students' character development, whether through observing
daily behavior, self-reflection, or projects and activities that demonstrate the
application of these values, is very important (Rediani et al., 2024). By taking a
holistic and continuous approach to learning and character assessment,
education can contribute not only to the formation of individuals who are
intelligent and skilled but also responsible and empathetic, preparing them to
become productive and ethical members of society.

Methods Used by Teachers in Building Student Character

In an effort to build student character, teachers can apply a number of
diverse and interactive methods. One effective method is through project-
based learning. This approach encourages students to engage in projects that
have real purpose and relevance outside the classroom environment. Through
project-based learning, students not only deepen their academic knowledge
but also develop social competencies such as cooperation, communication,
and leadership. This process naturally stimulates the growth of character traits
such as responsibility, perseverance, and empathy, as students learn to work
together to achieve common goals (Marzec & Depczyriska, 2024).

The second method often used by teachers is the use of stories or
narratives. Stories are a powerful tool for teachers to instill character values.
Through stories, teachers can convey examples of good or bad behavior,
introduce role models that can be imitated, and discuss moral dilemmas or
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ethical situations in a context that students can relate to. Listening, reading,
or participating in story-based role-plays allow students to reflect on these
values and see their implications in real life (Comstock, 2024). Thus, the
narrative approach helps students understand and absorb character values
more deeply.

Character education can also be integrated through community service
activities. This method teaches students about the importance of contributing
to the common good and develops a sense of social responsibility. By
participating in community service activities, students learn to prioritize the
needs of others and develop the ability to collaborate with diverse groups.
These activities not only strengthen values such as empathy and cooperation
but also give students the opportunity to apply their knowledge and skills in
real contexts, thereby increasing their self-confidence and social awareness
(Ali et al., 2022). Through this method, character learning becomes a
memorable life experience and has a long-term impact on students' personal
development.

The methods for building student character mentioned previously must
be supported by a positive and inclusive learning environment, which allows
all of these methods to be implemented effectively. Learning that prioritizes
emotional and social aspects is an important part of creating this kind of
environment. Teachers can utilize small group activities and class discussions
to encourage students to share experiences and opinions (Talakua, 2023). This
helps build respect and understanding between students with diverse
backgrounds, underscoring the importance of diversity and inclusivity in
building character.

Apart from that, constructive and regular feedback from teachers is
very important in the character building process. Positive and constructive
feedback encourages students to continue trying and learn from mistakes
without fear of failure. Teachers can apply techniques such as the "sandwich
method" in providing feedback, where criticism or suggestions for
improvement are surrounded by praise for what has been done well (Azizah et
al., 2024). This approach places mistakes as part of the learning and growth
process, not as the end of effort, and teaches students the importance of
having a positive, solution-oriented mindset.

The role of teachers as role models cannot be ignored. Teachers must
carry out the values they want to instill in students in their daily actions at
school. This example creates real standards of behavior that students can
emulate. Thus, teachers' authenticity, empathy and openness in interacting
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with students are key factors in character building efforts. When students see
these values embodied in their teachers' daily lives, they are more likely to
emulate them in their own behavior (Hafidurrahman et al., 2023).

By combining participatory learning methods, a supportive learning
environment, positive feedback, and teacher example, the process of building
student character can take place naturally and effectively. This creates a
generation that not only excels academically but also has the solid strength of
character to navigate the challenges in their lives (Jaani, 2022).

The Effectiveness of Various Approaches Used by Teachers in the Modern
School Context

In the context of modern schools, teachers face increasingly complex
challenges along with social and technological changes. To achieve
effectiveness in educating the current generation, various approaches have
been implemented by teachers, each with its uniqueness and benefits. Project-
based learning approaches, for example, have demonstrated their
effectiveness in increasing student engagement and promoting deeper
learning (Markelj et al., 2023). Through this method, students are given the
opportunity to explore relevant topics in real life, allowing them to develop
important skills such as problem solving, teamwork, and critical thinking. This
kind of approach supports active learning and equips students with skills
relevant to 21st century needs.

On the other hand, the differentiation learning approach has proven its
effectiveness in addressing the diversity of student learning needs in the
classroom. By adapting teaching strategies, materials, and assessments based
on each student's strengths, interests, and learning styles, this approach
facilitates the achievement of more inclusive learning goals (Riabinina et al.,
2024). This is important in the context of modern schools which are
increasingly dominated by cultural diversity and intellectual abilities.
Implementing this approach shows the teacher's commitment to encouraging
every student to reach their best potential, ensuring that no student is left
behind.

The technological approach in education also cannot be ignored in the
modern context. The use of digital technology in the learning process, such as
learning management systems (LMS), educational applications, and online
collaboration platforms, has become a necessity. Technology supports more
flexible and accessible learning, allowing learning to occur anywhere and at
any time. Moreover, the integration of technology in learning prepares
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students with important digital skills, preparing them for the future (Anitha &
Raju, 2023). However, the effective use of technology in education depends
on proper understanding and implementation by teachers, marking the
importance of ongoing professional development for educators in this digital
era.

The development of interdisciplinary approaches also plays an
important role in improving the effectiveness of teaching in modern schools.
This approach requires students to connect knowledge and skills from
multiple disciplines, allowing them to view problems and solutions from
multiple perspectives. This is especially relevant in an increasingly connected
world, where global issues such as climate change and sustainability require
holistic thinking. Teachers who are able to design and implement learning
activities that facilitate interdisciplinary thinking not only help students
understand the relationships between fields of study, but also foster the
ability to adapt and innovate (Jones et al., 2024).

Socio-emotional learning methods are also increasingly emphasized in
modern education. Aspects of students' emotional well-being and social skills
are now understood as an integral part of academic success. This approach
recognizes that each student has emotional and social uniqueness that can
influence the way they learn. By including emotional intelligence principles in
the curriculum, teachers can help students develop empathy, self-awareness,
and emotional management abilities, all of which are important skills for a
balanced personal and professional life (Aborisade, 2024).

It is important to understand that no one approach guarantees
educational success for every student; rather, the effectiveness of educational
approaches lies in the adaptation and integration of each method to suit the
context and needs of students. Accordingly, effective teachers have
recognized the importance of being reflective educators, continually assessing
and adapting their teaching methods to ensure that the learning they facilitate
is relevant, engaging, and meaningful. In an ever-changing environment,
teachers' ability to innovate and adapt to the needs of their students is one of
the main keys to future educational success (Ferriswara et al., 2024).

Strategies for Increasing the Role of Teachers in Character Development of
the Young Generation

To increase the role of teachers in developing the character of the
younger generation, there are several important strategies that can be
implemented. One of the main strategies is through the integration of
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character values in all aspects of learning. Teachers can start by identifying the
core values they want to instill in students, such as integrity, empathy,
responsibility and respect (Aceska, 2023). After that, these values can be
integrated into daily lessons, not only through learning materials, but also
through teaching methods, such as discussion approaches, case studies, and
group projects that encourage collaboration, critical thinking, and problem
solving. In this way, character development becomes an inseparable part of
the learning experience, enabling students to apply these values in their daily
activities.

Implementing role models is another key strategy. Teachers have a
significant role as role models for students, and their behavior and attitudes
are often modeled by students. By being a good role model, teachers can
strengthen character development among students. This means, apart from
teaching good values, teachers also need to demonstrate these values
through everyday actions. For example, teachers who show honesty,
perseverance, and respect in daily interactions with students and colleagues,
indirectly teach students the importance of these values through concrete
actions (Antika & Supriyadi, 2022). Thus, students not only learn about the
value of books or lectures, but also through observation and imitation of
authoritative figures in their lives.

Furthermore, positive reinforcement and constructive feedback are
also important strategies in character development. Recognition and praise
for good behavior can motivate students to continue to demonstrate these
positive values. Teachers must create a supportive classroom environment,
where every student feels valued and given the opportunity to grow. When
students show progress in good behavior or decision making, teachers should
acknowledge and celebrate it, while negative behavior is addressed in a way
that educates and leads to understanding and improvement. This approach
not only helps students develop self-confidence and self-esteem, but also
instills an understanding that mistakes are part of the learning process and
character growth (Akhmad, 2024).

Apart from that, character education can also be strengthened through
involvement in extracurricular activities. Teachers can use this activity as a
platform to develop leadership, teamwork and social responsibility. Activities
such as scouts, debate clubs, and humanities projects allow students to apply
the values they have learned in reallife situations, deepen their
understanding, and hone their interpersonal skills. The teacher's active
involvement in this activity also provides the opportunity to provide direct
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guidance and see student character growth outside the classroom. Teachers
must provide support and guidance in this activity by emphasizing the
importance of sportsmanship, integrity and commitment (Arjana et al., 2022).

It is also important to remember that families and communities have an
important role in developing the character of the younger generation.
Therefore, teachers must strive to build partnerships with parents and
stakeholders in the community. This can be done through parent and teacher
meetings, workshops, and community projects involving students. This kind of
collaboration ensures that character-building efforts begun at school are
continued and strengthened at home and in the community. This forms an
ecosystem that supports character education, where the younger generation
receives consistent confirmation of the importance of socially respected
values (Suyono et al., 2022).

Teachers must continue to educate themselves on the latest and most
effective character development techniques. This may include participation in
professional training, educational seminars, and independent research. By
updating their approaches and adopting best practices in character education,
teachers can remain relevant and effective in meeting the changing challenges
and needs of young people. Success in developing the character of the
younger generation lies in the teacher's ability to adapt, innovate, and
implement new strategies that motivate and inspire students to become
individuals with high integrity and contribute positively to society (Fitriana,
2024).

CONCLUSION

Teachers play an important and influential role in developing and
shaping students' character and moral values. They not only act as educators,
but also as role models that the younger generation can emulate. Through the
application of various innovative and creative educational methods in the
classroom, such as discussions, stories, group projects, and case-based
learning, teachers can instill positive character values such as integrity,
empathy, responsibility, and cooperation. Through involvement in
extracurricular activities, teachers can develop students' leadership,
teamwork and social responsibility abilities, which are an important part of
character education. Collaboration between teachers, parents and
communities is key in ensuring that the character values instilled at school are
reinforced in students' homes and environments. For the effectiveness of
character development, it is very important for teachers to continue to update
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knowledge and character development techniques through professional
training and continuing education. Thus, teachers have a crucial role in
forming the character of the younger generation. They help educate and
inspire students to grow into individuals with high integrity, responsibility, and
ready to contribute positively to society. Success in character education not
only creates an academically educated generation but also strengthens the
moral and social foundations for the future of society.
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