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Abstract 
This research aims to explore the effectiveness of role playing methods 
in developing language skills in early childhood. Starting from the 
understanding that early childhood is a critical period for language 
development, this research examines various literature that discusses 
the application and results of role playing as an educational method. The 
methodology used includes systematic analysis of data that has been 
published in educational, psychology and linguistics journals. The 
research results show that role playing not only improves children's 
vocabulary, but also syntactic and pragmatic abilities. Children who 
engage in role-playing activities show significant improvements in the 
ability to understand and use language effectively and contextually. In 
addition, this method also supports the development of broader social 
and cognitive skills, which simultaneously strengthens language 
acquisition. This research concludes that role playing is a very useful tool 
in early childhood education, given the broad benefits it offers in the 
development of language and social competence. The implication for 
the early childhood education curriculum is that it is recommended to 
pay more attention to and integrate this method widely in the daily 
learning process. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Language development is one of the crucial aspects in the growth and 

development of early childhood. Good language skills not only enable children 

to communicate effectively, but also play an important role in their cognitive, 

social and emotional development. In early childhood, children are in the 

golden age where their brain development takes place very rapidly (Rokhani, 

2024). Therefore, appropriate stimulation to develop language skills at this 

stage is very important to maximize the child's potential in the future. 

One effective method in developing early childhood language skills is 

the role playing method. This method allows children to engage in fun 

activities while exploring different situations and characters. Through role 

playing, children can practice speaking skills, enrich vocabulary, improve 

understanding of grammar, and develop storytelling abilities (Rokhani, 2024). 
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Apart from that, this method also encourages children to interact with their 

peers, which in turn can improve their social and communication skills. 

The application of role-playing methods in language learning in early 

childhood is in line with the principles of child-centered learning. This method 

allows children to actively participate in the learning process, express 

themselves, and develop their creativity. By creating a fun and stress-free 

learning environment, children can more easily absorb and apply the language 

knowledge they acquire (Rodríguez et al., 2024). 

Even though the role playing method has been proven effective in 

developing children's language skills, its application in the field still faces 

various challenges. Some of the obstacles that are often faced include a lack 

of understanding by educators about how to implement this method 

optimally, limited facilities and infrastructure, and a lack of support from the 

surrounding environment (Rosdiana, 2023). Therefore, systematic and 

sustainable efforts are needed to improve educators' understanding and skills 

in applying role-playing methods, as well as creating an environment that 

supports early childhood language development through this method. 

The role-playing method also supports the development of other 

aspects of language skills, such as story comprehension, use of expressive 

language, and early literacy development. Children who engage in role-playing 

activities tend to have better storytelling skills and a deeper understanding of 

narrative structure (Kane et al., 2023). 

Implementing role-playing methods in early childhood language 

development requires careful planning and support from educators. 

Educators need to design role-play scenarios that are appropriate to the 

child's developmental level, provide the necessary tools and materials, and 

provide constructive guidance and feedback during the play process (Tulasih 

et al., 2022). 

Although the role playing method has been proven effective, there are 

still challenges in its application in early childhood education environments. 

Some of these challenges include limited time and resources, variations in the 

level of language abilities of children in one group, and the need to integrate 

this method with the existing curriculum (Hamzah et al., 2023). 

Therefore, further research is needed to explore effective ways of 

implementing role-playing methods for early childhood language 

development. It is hoped that this research will provide new insights into 

optimal implementation strategies, as well as the long-term impact of this 

method on language development and other aspects of child development. 
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RESEARCH METHOD 

The study in this research is qualitative with literature. The literature 

study research method is a research approach that involves the analysis and 

synthesis of information from various literature sources that are relevant to a 

particular research topic. Documents taken from literature research are 

journals, books and references related to the discussion you want to research 

(Earley, M.A. 2014; Snyder, H. 2019). 

 

RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

The Effectiveness of Role Playing Methods in Developing Early Childhood 

Language Skills 

The role playing method is an effective approach in supporting the 

development of language skills in early childhood. In this activity, children are 

given the opportunity to imitate, act out various characters, and interact in 

various constructed situations, allowing them to practice directly using 

language in real contexts. Through the process of role playing, children can 

develop new vocabulary, understand the concept of appropriate language 

use, and hone their communication skills (Suci et al., 2023). Apart from that, 

this activity also supports the development of active listening skills, where 

children need to pay attention and respond to dialogue presented by their 

peers. 

Role playing also contributes to the sociolinguistic aspects of children's 

language abilities by providing a context for understanding and using 

language in a socially and culturally appropriate manner. Children can learn 

about social rules, such as taking turns speaking, using polite expressions, and 

communicating according to the roles they take. This process provides 

opportunities for children to practice their language skills in a variety of social 

situations, cultivating their sensitivity to the nuances of language and different 

ways of communicating depending on the context or audience. As a result, 

the role playing method not only hones verbal but also non-verbal 

communicative skills, facilitating the development of children's social skills 

(Prima, 2024). 

Ultimately, the effectiveness of the role-playing method in developing 

early childhood language skills is clearly visible in their ability to communicate 

more effectively, use language creatively and expressively, and understand 

the complexity of language use in diverse social contexts. This ability is an 

important prerequisite for children's future academic success, especially in 

reading and writing (Khayati, 2024). By stimulating language development 
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through role-playing activities, children gain a strong foundation in early 

literacy that is ready to take them to higher levels of learning with sufficient 

confidence and competence. 

Apart from the benefits mentioned above, the role playing method also 

plays an important role in supporting children's cognitive and emotional 

development. In role playing, children learn to solve problems, make 

decisions, and think critically about the situations they face. Challenges 

simulated in role-play scenarios invite children to use their imagination and 

logic to navigate various conditions. This process indirectly stimulates their 

cognitive development, making them more adaptive and innovative in finding 

solutions. Furthermore, by acting out other people's roles, children also 

develop empathy and sensitivity to other people's feelings. They learn to 

understand different perspectives, which is not only important in social 

development, but also in implementing appropriate and empathetic language 

use (Li et al., 2022). 

The impact of the role playing method on language development 

cannot be separated from the role of companions, especially educators and 

parents. In the educational context, teachers have a vital role in creating a 

supportive and linguistically challenging environment. Teachers can design 

role-play scenarios that are not only engaging, but also stimulate children to 

use and develop their language skills. Educators can be actively involved, 

provide good language models, enrich children's vocabulary, and provide 

constructive feedback. At home, parents can apply similar principles, using 

simple role-playing activities as part of daily interactions to grow children's 

language skills (Safitri, 2023). 

Thus, the effectiveness of the role-playing method in developing 

language skills in early childhood depends on the understanding that this 

game is not just an activity to fill free time, but rather is a rich learning tool. A 

language-rich environment and supportive social interactions, both at school 

and at home, will maximize the potential of role-playing methods. This entire 

process supports not only language development, but also the holistic growth 

of children, preparing them not only in the academic realm but also in broader 

social and life skills (Ahmadova, 2022). 

 

The Effect of Role Playing Methods on Increasing Early Childhood Vocabulary 

The role playing method is a learning technique that is very effective in 

increasing the vocabulary of young children. Through role play, children are 

given the opportunity to explore various roles in real or imaginary life, which 
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helps them to practice using new words in diverse contexts. These activities 

create a language-rich learning environment, where children can engage in 

two-way communication with their peers and teachers. This interaction 

process not only deepens their understanding of words that are already in 

their vocabulary, but also introduces new words that they may have never 

heard before (Lenhart & Lingel, 2023). By using these new words in fun play 

situations, children are more likely to remember and understand their use. 

Furthermore, the role playing method also provides a relevant and 

significant context for the use of these new words. Children not only hear or 

repeat these words in abstract situations, but they use the language in 

contexts that have meaning for them (Alharizeh & Khasawneh, 2022). For 

example, when children play the role of doctor, they use words such as 

“stethoscope,” “injection,” and “patient,” which increases their 

understanding of the world around them and how to interact with others. 

Presenting words in a meaningful context like this helps children make a 

stronger mental connection with them, which greatly supports their 

vocabulary development. 

The role playing method encourages children to be more active in using 

language, which is an important factor in the learning process. By engaging in 

rich talk and dialogue during role-play sessions, children have the opportunity 

to experiment with language in a supportive and pressure-free environment. 

This activity not only improves their vocabulary, but also their confidence in 

using the language to communicate. When children feel comfortable 

expressing themselves and making mistakes, they are in a better position to 

learn and adopt new vocabulary. Thus, the role-playing method not only 

expands young children's vocabulary but also forms a strong foundation for 

their long-term language development (Kennedy & McLoughlin, 2022). 

The use of role-playing methods in early childhood education also 

provides further benefits that go beyond simply increasing vocabulary. 

Through role-playing activities, children develop a variety of important social 

and emotional skills. They learn about empathy and perspective taking, having 

to think and act according to the roles they take on. This helps them to 

understand and appreciate individual differences, which is important in 

developing respect and cooperation with others (Novalina et al., 2024). 

Additionally, role playing offers opportunities for children to express 

themselves, manage emotions, and overcome shyness or reluctance to speak. 

These skills are very important in supporting the development of children's 

communication skills, which are the basis for all subsequent learning. 
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Role-playing activities also promote creativity and critical thinking. 

Young children often use their imaginations to create complex play scenarios, 

incorporating new vocabulary and concepts they are learning. This creative 

process not only improves their understanding of the language, but also 

triggers the development of their problem-solving and critical thinking skills. 

These aspects together help to form the basis for the success of subsequent 

learning activities, including in the academic field (Sellavia & Fradana, 2024). 

Thus, the role playing method is a very valuable tool in early childhood 

education, not only in terms of increasing vocabulary, but also in developing 

interpersonal and cognitive skills. When children are given the opportunity to 

role play in a supportive environment, they not only learn new words, but also 

develop a strong foundation for success in various aspects of life. Therefore, it 

is important for educators and parents to integrate role-playing methods into 

children's daily activities, in order to support their holistic development (Ismail 

et al., 2024). 

 

The Role Playing Method can Improve Speaking and Storytelling Skills in 

Early Age Children 

The role playing method can be a very effective tool in improving 

speaking and storytelling abilities in young children. Through this activity, 

children are invited to explore certain characters, which requires them to 

communicate the character's thoughts and feelings using words. These kinds 

of activities give children the opportunity to practice new vocabulary in a 

meaningful context, allowing them to better understand the use and nuances 

of those words (Azir eit al., 2024). Additionally, in rolei playing, childrein arei 

oftein faceid with situations wheirei theiy havei to reispond spontaneiously, which 

eincourageis improvisational speiaking skills and thei ability to articulatei theiir 

thoughts in a cleiar and structureid manneir. 

Whein participating in rolei play, childrein also deiveilop storyteilling skills. 

Theiy leiarn how to structurei narrativeis, deiveilop thei fivei seinseis, and deiveilop 

conflict and reisolution in thei storieis theiy play. This creiativei proceiss not only 

improveis theiir undeirstanding of thei languagei and vocabulary, but also 

teiacheis theim about story structurei and narrativei eileimeints. This is veiry 

important beicausei it heilps childrein to organizei thoughts and information in a 

logical way, improveis theiir undeirstanding of veirbal and visual teixts, and 

increiaseis theiir ability to communicatei eiffeictiveily and creiativeily (Eifeindi, 2023). 

Rolei playing also creiateis a supportivei and fun einvironmeint for childrein 

to eixpeirimeint with languagei. In this safei and supportivei seitting, childrein feieil 
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freieir to takei risks in using neiw words and compleix seinteincei structureis, 

without feiar of judgmeint. Thei fun and freieidom of rolei playing makeis thei 

leiarning proceiss morei inteireisting, motivateis childrein to continuei 

participating and, in turn, improveis theiir speiaking and storyteilling skills (Nair 

& Yunus, 2022). Thus, thei rolei-playing meithod not only honeis childrein's veirbal 

and communication skills but also einricheis theiir imagination and creiativity. 

Thei inteigration of rolei-playing meithods in eiarly childhood eiducation 

oftein involveis collaboration beitweiein peieirs, which provideis additional 

opportunitieis for social deiveilopmeint in addition to languagei skills. Childrein 

leiarn to listein to eiach otheir, takei turns, and reispeict diffeireint vieiws and ideias. 

This forms thei basis of eiffeictivei communication skills, which includei not just 

speiaking, but also activei listeining. Theiy also leiarn about ways to reisolvei 

conflict and neigotiatei in thei rolei-playing proceiss, all whilei building languagei 

skills. Theisei acquireid inteirpeirsonal skills can thein bei applieid in reial lifei 

situations, making childrein beitteir ablei to inteiract and communicatei with 

otheirs outsidei thei playroom (Ahmada & Munawaroh, 2022). 

As for teiacheirs and pareints, it is important to facilitatei rolei play in a 

way that supports and inspireis childrein. Theiy arei thei oneis who preiparei 

inteireisting sceinarios, costumeis and props to heilp childrein einteir an 

imaginativei world. Thei sceinarios should bei deisigneid to includei neiw 

vocabulary and challeinging conceipts, and to eincouragei childrein to eixplorei a 

varieity of social and eimotional roleis. With wisei direiction, post-rolei play 

reifleiction seissions can also bei deiveilopeid, wheirei childrein arei eincourageid to 

discuss what theiy feilt and leiarneid, providing furtheir opportunitieis for theim to 

proceiss and conveiy theiir eixpeirieinceis in words (Wardani & Novita, 2023). 

Through rolei playing, young childrein not only leiarn to speiak and teill 

storieis beitteir; theiy also deiveilop social and eimotional skills, creiativity, and 

eimpathy. Theiy gain thei ability to vieiw thei world from otheir peioplei's 

peirspeictiveis, which is veiry important in deiveiloping inteirpeirsonal and 

intrapeirsonal inteilligeincei (Supriyani eit al., 2023). Thus, through this fun but 

strateigic meithod, childrein arei direicteid to grow into communicators who arei 

not only compeiteint but also full of consideiration and creiativity in conveiying 

theiir thoughts and storieis. 

 

The Impact of Applying the Role Playing Method on the Understanding and 

Use of Grammar in Early Childhood 

Thei application of rolei playing meithods in eiarly childhood eiducation 

has a significant impact on thei undeirstanding and usei of grammar. Through 
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rolei playing, childrein arei givein thei opportunity to simulatei various lifei 

sceinarios, allowing theim to usei words and seinteincei structureis in reial 

conteixts. This heilps in streingtheining theiir undeirstanding of correict grammar 

and improveis theiir linguistic inteilligeincei. During rolei play, childrein oftein havei 

to reispond spontaneiously to theiir frieinds, forcing theim to think and speiak 

with correict grammar so that thei meissagei can bei cleiarly undeirstood by 

otheirs (Harahap eit al., 2022). 

Furtheirmorei, this meithod also facilitateis reipeitition which plays an 

important rolei in grammar leiarning. In rolei-playing activitieis, dialoguei is oftein 

reipeiateid, eiitheir through preiparation beiforei playing or spontaneiity during 

inteiraction. This reipeitition heilps childrein inteirnalizei languagei structureis and 

ruleis, which, in turn, streingtheins theiir ability to usei grammar correictly 

(Khunaifi & Supriyadi, 2023). For eixamplei, in a rolei as a doctor, childrein will 

leiarn how to usei veirbs, adveirbs and objeicts correictly in asking about 

symptoms or eixplaining treiatmeint to theiir 'patieints', so that without reializing 

it theiy arei practicing using correict grammar. 

Furtheirmorei, rolei playing also eincourageis childrein to bei morei creiativei 

in using languagei. By taking on diffeireint roleis, childrein arei challeingeid to think 

about how a particular characteir would speiak, including choosing appropriatei 

vocabulary and creiating eiffeictivei seinteinceis. This creiativity not only increiaseis 

theiir ability to imaginei, but also eincourageis a deieipeir undeirstanding of thei 

nuanceis of languagei and how grammar can changei according to conteixt. 

Childrein leiarn that grammar is not just a fixeid rulei, but a fleixiblei and dynamic 

tool that can bei adapteid to achieivei eiffeictivei communication (Rosmitha & 

Ammar, 2022). 

Thei involveimeint of pareints and eiducators in thei rolei-playing proceiss 

also plays an important rolei in maximizing grammar leiarning outcomeis. This 

activei involveimeint from adults can providei speicial guidancei that heilps 

childrein undeirstand thei correict way to construct seinteinceis and usei languagei 

appropriateily. Pareints and teiacheirs can direict thei gamei so that it contains 

situations that eincouragei childrein to practicei ceirtain grammar (Butarbutar, 

2023). For eixamplei, theiy can deisign sceinarios that reiquirei thei usei of past or 

futurei teinseis, or includei morei compleix phraseis and seinteincei structureis that 

challeingei childrein to eixpand theiir undeirstanding of languagei. 

Apart from that, constructivei feieidback during and afteir rolei-playing 

seissions is veiry vital. Childrein who reiceiivei eixplanations for why a phrasei or 

seinteincei is said a ceirtain way can deiveilop a beitteir undeirstanding of 

grammar. Appropriatei reisponseis from adults also stimulatei childrein's 
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motivation and curiosity about languagei, eincouraging theim to eixpeirimeint 

with thei way theiy speiak. This heilps in forming a positivei attitudei towards 

languagei leiarning that will carry theim throughout theiir acadeimic and social 

lifei (Burhanudin eit al., 2024). 

Continuous reiinforceimeint at homei and in thei eiducational einvironmeint 

is keiy in cultivating good grammar skills in childrein. Continuous practicei 

outsidei of rolei-playing seissions einsureis that childrein not only geit useid to 

using grammar in play conteixts but also in eiveiryday activitieis (Yanti eit al., 

2023). Thus, this inteigration of formal leiarning and reial practical eixpeirieince i 

creiateis a supportivei einvironmeint for childrein to honei and sharpein theiir usei 

of grammar in a natural and sustainablei way. 

 

CONCLUSION 

Eifforts to deiveilop eiarly childhood languagei skills through rolei-playing 

meithods arei an eiffeictivei teichniquei that inteigrateis leiarning with fun. This 

meithod taps into childrein's imagination and creiativity, giving theim thei 

opportunity to communicatei in a varieity of situations deisigneid to improvei 

undeirstanding and appropriatei usei of grammar. With activei support from 

pareints and eiducators, childrein can reiceiivei guidancei and feieidback that 

allows theim to leiarn and improvei theiir languagei structureis. Continuous 

practicei, both during rolei play and in eiveiryday lifei, streingtheins theiir languagei 

skills. This creiateis a strong foundation for childrein to deiveilop theiir 

communication skills that will beineifit theim throughout theiir liveis, both in 

acadeimic and social conteixts. 
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