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Abstract 

This literature research aims to identify and analyze effective strategies 
in teaching character education in the 2013 Curriculum. Character 
education is a fundamental element that aims to form students who are 
not only academically intelligent, but also have strong character. Various 
relevant literature was reviewed to reveal the best approach in 
implementing character education in a formal education environment. 
The results of the study show that effective strategies include the 
integration of character values into all subjects, the use of interactive 
learning methods, and the important role of teachers as role models. 
Apart from that, a supportive learning environment, involvement of 
parents and the community, use of technology, as well as holistic and 
diverse evaluation methods are also crucial aspects. Applying these 
strategies consistently and collaboratively can increase the effectiveness 
of character education teaching, in line with the objectives of the 2013 
Curriculum to form a young generation who are competent and have 
good character. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Character education is a fundamental foundation in the formation of a 

complete individual personality. Education not only aims to produce students 

who are academically intelligent, but also have good character, such as 

integrity, responsibility, empathy and respect for others. Improving academic 

quality without strong character education can produce individuals who are 

intellectually brilliant but lacking in ethics and morality (Masiga, 2023). 

Therefore, character education is an integral part that must be instilled from 

an early age in the formal education environment. 

An education system that integrates character education aims to 

prepare the young generation who are ready to face global challenges with 
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strong moral values (Supadi & Fauzi, 2024). In the era of increasingly advanced 

information and technology, increasingly complex social interactions require 

individuals to have high adaptability and strong moral values. The presence of 

character education ensures that students are not only academically skilled 

but also able to make ethical decisions, behave commendably, and have a high 

sense of social responsibility (Ahuja, 2023). This is important so that they can 

become positive contributors in society. 

Character education also plays an important role in creating a 

conducive and harmonious school environment. By developing values such as 

honesty, discipline, tolerance and cooperation, schools can create a culture 

that supports effective teaching and learning processes. A positive and 

mutually respectful environment will increase students' learning motivation 

and allow them to develop their potential to the maximum (Bjorn, 2023). In 

addition, character education that is applied consistently can reduce negative 

actions such as bullying, violence and other immoral behavior at school. 

Character education prepares students for long-term success in 

personal and professional life. Good character is the foundation in various 

aspects of life, including in the world of work. Companies and organizations 

today are looking for individuals who are not only technically competent but 

also have good work ethics and are able to work in teams (Ouahabi et al., 

2024). Thus, character education provides a competitive advantage for 

students as they enter the world of work and adult life. Overall, character 

education is an important investment in creating individuals who are holistic, 

have strong character, and are able to make positive contributions to society. 

The 2013 Curriculum (K-13) is one of the educational reform efforts 

carried out by the Indonesian government to improve the overall quality of 

education. This curriculum began to be implemented in stages since 2013 as a 

replacement for the 2006 Education Unit Level Curriculum (KTSP). K-13 was 

designed with an emphasis on developing balanced attitudes, knowledge and 

skills competencies (Henderson, 2024b). This approach aims to produce 

graduates who not only excel in academic aspects, but also have strong 

positive character. 

One of the main goals of K-13 is to strengthen the character of students 

as a response to the challenges of globalization and rapid technological 

developments. Character education in K-13 is integrated into all school 

subjects and activities, not just as a separate subject. Character values such as 

religiosity, nationalism, integrity, independence and mutual cooperation are 

instilled holistically through the teaching and learning process (Martin & 
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Sadaf, 2024). In this way, students' characters are expected to develop 

naturally and sustainably. 

K-13 also adopts a project-based and thematic learning approach, which 

allows students to be more active, creative, and critical in solving various tasks 

and problems (Efthymiou, 2023). This approach not only helps students 

understand the learning material more deeply, but also fosters cooperation, 

responsibility and other social skills. Through these activities, character values 

such as responsibility, cooperation and empathy can be instilled and applied in 

students' daily lives. 

Overall, the 2013 Curriculum aims to produce a generation that is 

superior in knowledge and has noble character (Neier, 2024). It is hoped that 

students who undergo K-13 will be able to become intelligent and characterful 

individuals, ready to face future challenges with strong positive values. K-13 is 

a strategic step in the formation of Indonesian people who are not only 

competent in the academic field, but also have integrity, ethics and high moral 

values. Thus, K-13 plays an important role in supporting national education 

goals to prepare a generation that is not only globally competitive, but also 

has dignity and noble character. 

 

RESEARCH METHOD 

The study in this research is qualitative with literature. The literature 

study research method is a research approach that involves the analysis and 

synthesis of information from various literature sources that are relevant to a 

particular research topic. Documents taken from literature research are 

journals, books and references related to the discussion you want to research 

(Earley, M.A. 2014; Snyder, H. 2019). 

 

RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

Effective Strategies in Teaching Character Education in the 2013 Curriculum 

Teaching character education in the 2013 Curriculum requires a holistic 

and integrative approach (Vela et al., 2024). One effective strategy is through 

the integration of character values into all subjects. Teachers not only teach 

academic material, but also instill values such as honesty, responsibility, 

cooperation and empathy in every teaching and learning activity (Zhou & Yu, 

2023). The use of project-based learning methods can be an effective means of 

instilling these values, where students are given the opportunity to work in 

teams, make decisions, and solve real problems. 
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Apart from that, habituation to positive behavior is also an important 

part of the character education strategy. Daily activities at school, such as flag 

ceremonies, literacy activities, and extra-curricular programs, can be used as 

moments to get used to these positive values. Teachers and school staff need 

to be good role models for students (Zhang, 2023). Role-play models and 

inspirational stories can also be used to show how character values are 

applied in everyday situations. 

Collaboration between schools, families and communities is very 

important to strengthen character education. Schools need to establish good 

communication with students' parents so that the character building carried 

out at school can be continued at home. Community activities that involve 

students, such as social service or collaboration with community 

organizations, will help students understand and experience firsthand the 

importance of the values taught (Henderson, 2024a). With support from the 

entire educational ecosystem, character teaching in the 2013 Curriculum will 

be more effective and have a positive impact on student development. 

Apart from integrating character values into teaching and learning 

activities and habituating positive behavior, evaluation and reflection also play 

an important role in teaching character education. Evaluation does not just 

measure students' academic abilities, but must also include aspects of the 

character being developed (Sun et al., 2022). For example, attitude 

assessments in subjects, daily behavior reports, and feedback from teachers 

and peers can provide a more comprehensive picture of student character 

development. Through reflection, students are invited to understand their 

strengths and weaknesses, and motivate them to continue to improve 

themselves. 

It is also important to develop stipend programs and further training 

for te iacheirs. Incre iasing the i capacity and compe iteince i of teiache irs in te iaching 

characte ir e iducation is veiry neice issary so that theiy are i able i to inteigrate i 

characte ir principle is into thei curriculum e iffe ictiveily. Workshops, se iminars and 

course is on characteir e iducation can heilp teiache irs gain neiw strateigie is, 

e ixchange i e ixpe irie ince is and e inrich theiir knowleidge i about characte ir te iaching 

me ithods (Eiragamre iddy, 2024). 

A school einvironmeint that is supportive i, safe i and inclusive i gre iatly 

influe inceis thei succe iss of characte ir eiducation. Schools neie id to creiate i an 

atmospheire i that upholds noblei valueis, such as mutual re ispe ict, justicei and 

ope inneiss. The i involveime int of all school meimbe irs, including stude ints, 

teiache irs and staff in cre iating and maintaining a positivei school einvironmeint, 
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me ians that thei imple ime intation of characte ir e iducation in thei 2013 Curriculum 

can run e iffe ictive ily and sustainably (Oloda e it al., 2024). 

 

Strategy Implementation Process 

1. Inteigration of Characte ir Value is in Le iarning 

Eive iry subje ict in class can bei a me idium for instilling characteir value is. For 

e ixample i, whe in teiaching Indoneisian language i subje icts, te iache irs can ask 

stude ints to work in groups to comple ite i assignme ints, so that value is such as 

coopeiration and reisponsibility can be i put into practice i (Surikova & 

Gonzále iz, 2022). In Social Scieinceis subje icts, teiache irs can provide i eixample is 

of national figure is who have i inteigrity and lovei theiir country, and 

e incourage i studeints to discuss thei importancei of theise i valueis in e iveiryday 

life i. Like iwise i, in Citize inship Eiducation (PKN) subje icts, te iache irs can provide i 

case is that re iquire i critical thinking and e ithical solutions, so that studeints 

le iarn thei value is of justicei and toleirance i (Hart & Liddle i, 2024). 

2. Eivaluation of studeint characteir de ive ilopme int 

Apart from acade imic asse issme ints, teiache irs also ne ie id to eivaluate i 

stude ints' characte ir deive ilopme int. This can be i donei through obseirvations 

of daily be ihavior, ane icdotal noteis, and daily re iports that focus on thei 

attitudeis and characte ir value is deimonstrate id by studeints. Eive iry month, 

teiache irs can make i a characte ir de ive ilopme int reiport which is thein shareid 

and discusse id with stude ints and pare ints ( Akhiruddin eit al., 2022 ). For 

pe irsonal re ifle iction, teiacheirs can organize i seissions wheire i stude ints arei 

aske id to re ifle ict on theiir actions, re icognize i thei positivei be ihavior the iy 

de imonstratei, as we ill as plan improve ime ints in ceirtain aspe icts that still neie id 

improve ime int. 

3. Teiache ir Involveime int and Training 

Teiache irs are i thei main pillar in thei succe iss of characteir e iducation. 

Theire ifore i, it is important for schools to providei training and profe issional 

de iveilopme int programs that focus on characte ir e iducation. Workshops, 

se iminars and training that teiach ne iw strate igie is for inte igrating characte ir 

e iducation into thei curriculum can be i use iful for te iache irs (Hidayah, 2022). 

For eixample i, training on constructivei me ithods of reiwarding and punishing 

can he ilp te iache irs e incourage i positive i stude int be ihavior. Through theise i 

programs, te iache irs can also share i e ixpe irie ince is and be ist practice is, improve i 

theiir compe iteincieis, and cre iatei a school culturei ce inteire id on positivei 

value is. 

4. Collaboration with Pareints and Community 



 

3162 
 

Characte ir e iducation is not only thei school's re isponsibility, but also reiquire is 

active i involveime int from pareints and thei community. Schools can hold 

re igular me ie itings with pare ints to discuss theiir childre in's characte ir progre iss 

and to providei sugge istions about how theiy can support characte ir 

de iveilopme int at homei. Apart from that, schools can collaborate i with local 

communitieis, non-profit organizations and community leiade irs to pre ise int 

e ixtracurricular programs that prioritize i characte ir value is (Gunawan & 

Hidayatullah, 2024). For e ixample i, volunteie ir activitie is or meintorship 

programs can teiach studeints about eimpathy, mutual coopeiration, and 

social se insitivity. 

5. Awards and Re icognition 

Building positivei characte ir in studeints can be i streingtheineid through a 

re iward and re icognition systeim. Schools can hold monthly or weie ikly 

awards programs to reicognize i stude ints who havei de imonstrateid 

e ixtraordinary be ihavior or characteir such as honeisty, disciplinei, or kindneiss 

(Gutteise in, 2024). This award doeis not always have i to bei mate irial, it can be i 

praise i in front of thei wholei class, a ce irtificate i, or spe icial re icognition at a 

school eive int. This not only motivateis thei stude int conceirneid but also se its 

an eixample i for otheir stude ints of the i be ihavior that is eixpe icteid and 

re iwarde id in thei school einvironmeint. 

6. Conducivei School Einvironmeint 

Thei imple ime intation of characte ir e iducation strateigie is must also be i 

supporte id by a conducivei school einvironmeint. This meians cre iating a safe i, 

comfortable i and supportive i school atmospheire i. Te iache irs and school staff 

must work togeitheir to einsure i that e iveiry stude int feie ils valueid and 

supporte id (Nurhikmah e it al., 2023). A positivei e invironmeint can eincourage i 

stude ints to morei e iasily inte irnalize i thei characte ir value is taught. This also 

includeis imple ime inting strict but fair school rule is, as we ill as providing 

space is whe ire i studeints can eixpre iss theimse ilveis, participate i in school 

activitieis, and leiarn holistically. A conducive i school einvironmeint can also 

re iduce i conflict and improve i the i quality of social inte iractions be itweie in 

stude ints. 

 

Challenges in Implementing Strategy 

Thei imple ime intation of characte ir e iducation strateigie is ce irtainly cannot 

be i se iparate id from various challe inge is that may be i face id. One i of thei main 

challeinge is is re isistance i from various partie is, including teiache irs, stude ints and 

pare ints. Not all teiache irs may be i re iady and traine id to inseirt characte ir 
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e iducation in theiir curriculum. Somei stude ints may not re ispond weill, eispe icially 

if theiy don't geit similar support at homei. Pare ints can also havei diffe ire int 

vie iws about characte ir e iducation, which can hindeir collaborativei eifforts 

be itweie in school and homei (Rachmadtullah e it al., 2024). 

Anotheir challe ingei is limite id time i and re isource is. Schools are i oftein 

alre iady burde ine id with deinse i acade imic curricula, so finding eixtra time i to 

focus on characte ir e iducation can be i difficult (Abduh e it al., 2023). In addition, 

not all schools have i adeiquate i re isource is to providei e ixtracurricular programs, 

teiache ir training, or hold re igular me ie itings with pare ints. This limitation can 

me ian that thei characte ir e iducation program cannot bei imple ime inteid optimally 

and consisteintly, which ultimateily re iduce is its eiffe ictive ine iss. 

Thei social and cultural einvironmeint in which thei school is locateid can 

also be i a de ite irmining factor in thei succe iss of characte ir e iducation. If a school 

is in an e invironmeint that is le iss supportive i, such as in an are ia with high leive ils 

of violeince i or a lack of positivei value is in thei community, thein eifforts to teiach 

and instill characte ir value is can face i major challe ingeis (Soni & Kaur, 2023). 

Apart from that, modeirn me idia and teichnology, which oftein preise ints conteint 

that is not eiducational or eive in damaging, can also be i a challe ingei. With theise i 

various e ixte irnal influe inceis, it is important for schools to havei adaptive i and 

compre iheinsive i strateigie is to oveircome i theise i obstacle is and reimain focuse id 

on thei goals of characte ir e iducation. 

Apart from the i challeinge is alre iady me intioneid, e ivaluating and 

me iasuring the i succe iss of characte ir e iducation is also a quite i comple ix issue i. 

Characte ir is not someithing that is e iasily me iasure id quantitativeily like i acade imic 

le iarning outcomeis. Many aspe icts of characte ir are i qualitative i and more i 

difficult to asse iss obje ictive ily (Husna e it al., 2023). This re iquire is the i application 

of innovativei and dive irse i me iasure ime int me ithods, such as obse irvation, se ilf-

asse issme int, fe ie idback from pe ie irs, as we ill as asse issme ints from pare ints and 

teiache irs. While i the ise i me ithods can providei a more i compre ihe insivei picture i, 

theiy re iquire i additional time i and re isource is that are i not always available i in 

e iveiry school. 

Thein, consisteincy in thei imple ime intation of characteir e iducation at all 

school leive ils is also a significant challeinge i. Eiach te iache ir may have i a diffe ire int 

inteirpre itation and approach in teiaching characte ir value is. This diffe ire ince i can 

cause i thei characte ir compe iteincie is taught to bei inconsisteint beitweie in onei 

class and anotheir (De ide ihouanou, 2022). Theire ifore i, ongoing training and good 

coordination beitweie in teiache irs and school manageime int is neieide id to einsurei 

that thei approach take in is uniform and consisteint. 
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Anotheir big challe ingei is thei sustainability and inteigration of characteir 

e iducation outsidei thei school einvironme int. Although schools can strivei to 

teiach characte ir value is, if stude ints do not reice iive i thei same i support at homei 

or in theiir social e invironmeint, theise i e ifforts can be i le iss e iffe ictive i (Ve itrive il eit 

al., 2024). Theire ifore i, it is important to involvei pare ints and thei community in 

characte ir e iducation programs. Schools can organize i various activitie is 

involving pare ints, providei guidance i or workshops to pare ints about thei 

importance i of characte ir e iducation, and collaboratei with local communitieis to 

cre iate i an einvironmeint conducivei to characte ir de ive ilopmeint. Theise i challeinge is 

neie id to be i oveircome i with an inteigrate id and collaborative i approach be itwe ie in 

all partie is involveid, be i theiy schools, familie is and communitieis. 

 

CONCLUSION 

Characte ir e iducation is an important componeint in thei 2013 Curriculum 

which not only focuseis on acade imic achieive ime int but also thei formation of 

stude int characte ir. Characte ir e iducation must be i inteigrate id holistically in all 

subje icts, not as a se iparate i subje ict. Te iacheirs ne ie id to link characte ir value is to 

daily le iarning conteint to make i it more i re ile ivant and e iasy for stude ints to 

undeirstand. The i use i of inteiractive i le iarning me ithods such as group 

discussions, case i studie is, and collaborative i proje icts can heilp studeints to 

active ily participate i and re ifle ict on thei characte ir value is be iing taught. Teiache irs 

must be i good rolei modeils for studeints in teirms of be ihavior and characte ir 

value is. What studeints seie i in thei teiache ir's be ihavior will havei a strong impact 

on theim. Cre iating a school einvironme int that is conducivei to characte ir 

de iveilopme int is veiry important. This include is cle iar rule is, a culture i of mutual 

re ispe ict, and fair and consisteint einforceime int of discipline i.  

Characte ir e iducation should not stop at school; pare intal and 

community involveime int is ve iry neice issary to stre ingthein thei value is taught. 

This can bei achie iveid through activei communication be itweie in school and 

homei as we ill as participation in various community activitieis. The i use i of 

teichnology in characte ir e iducation can provide i a more i mode irn and e ingaging 

approach, such as e i-le iarning applications that focus on characte ir valueis or 

onlinei platforms that allow collaboration and discussion beitwe ie in studeints on 

characte ir topics. Innovativei and dive irse i eivaluation meithods must bei applie id 

to meiasure i thei succe iss of characte ir e iducation. Obse irvation, seilf-re ifle iction, 

pe ie ir fe ie idback, and asse issme ints from te iache irs and pare ints neie id to bei use id 

to geit a compre ihe insivei picture i of stude int characteir de ive ilopmeint. 
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