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Abstract 
This research aims to evaluate the implementation of the Independent 
Learning Curriculum and its implications for teacher readiness in 
secondary schools through a literature review. The Merdeka Belajar 
Curriculum is an educational initiative that provides teachers with more 
flexibility to create relevant and contextual learning according to 
students' needs. This study analyzes various literature that discusses the 
implementation of this curriculum, as well as the challenges and 
opportunities faced by teachers. The results of the study show that 
although there is great potential in this curriculum to improve the quality 
of education, many teachers still face difficulties in adopting the new 
approaches required. Factors such as lack of adequate training, limited 
infrastructure support, and resistance to change are the main obstacles. 
Therefore, this research suggests the need for a more comprehensive 
professional development strategy, managerial support, and closer 
collaboration between schools, parents, and communities to ensure the 
successful implementation of the Merdeka Belajar Curriculum. Thus, it is 
hoped that this research can provide deeper insight and become the 
basis for developing more effective education policies. 

Keywords: Independent Learning Curriculum, Teacher Readiness, Middle 
School 
 
INTRODUCTION 

In the current era of globalization, the world of education is faced with 

various challenges that require innovation in learning methods. One of the 

main challenges is how to prepare students to face rapid changes in the social, 

economic and technological environment (Isa et al., 2024). In Indonesia, the 

existing curriculum is often considered less flexible and too focused on 

theoretical aspects, thus hindering the development of practical skills that are 

important for students in real life (YULIANA, 2024). This problem triggers the 

need for more adaptive and relevant educational reform, which can 

accommodate the diverse potential and interests of students. 
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The Independent Learning Curriculum is one of the initiatives in the 

context of educational reform in Indonesia introduced by the Ministry of 

Education and Culture. This curriculum is designed to provide greater 

autonomy to schools and teachers in organizing the learning process, so that 

it can be adapted to local needs and characteristics (Astuti, 2023). This 

approach seeks to focus learning on developing student competencies, not 

just on academic achievement, by providing opportunities for students to 

learn according to their interests and potential. With the Independent 

Learning Curriculum, students are expected to be more creative, innovative 

and independent, as well as have better problem-solving skills to face future 

challenges. 

Evaluation of curriculum implementation is a crucial step to ensure that 

the educational goals that have been set can be achieved effectively and 

efficiently (Murni et al., 2024). In the context of the Independent Learning 

Curriculum, evaluation is needed to assess the extent to which this curriculum 

is successful in providing flexibility and autonomy to schools and teachers in 

the learning process. This evaluation can help identify strengths and 

weaknesses in curriculum implementation, including obstacles faced by 

various stakeholders such as teachers, students and school management. 

Without comprehensive and periodic evaluations, it is difficult to know 

whether the existing curriculum is truly having a positive impact on student 

development (Hindri et al., 2023). 

Furthermore, evaluation of curriculum implementation also aims to 

ensure that the curriculum implemented is not only effective on paper, but is 

also able to be implemented well in daily practice in the classroom 

(Sungkalang et al., 2024). Through evaluation, it can be seen whether the 

learning material taught is in accordance with the needs and characteristics of 

students, as well as whether the teaching methods used by the teacher are 

appropriate and effective. This evaluation also makes it possible to see the 

role of technology and innovation in supporting the teaching and learning 

process, whether it is optimal or still requires further adjustments (Purba, 

2022). 

The assessment obtained from the curriculum implementation 

evaluation process is very important for future development and 

improvement. By getting clear and constructive feedback, the authorities can 

make adjustments and improvements to the curriculum in accordance with 

evolving needs and challenges (Mauliddina & Irianto, 2023). This also provides 

an opportunity for teachers to improve their teaching methods and learning 
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strategies, so that they can be more effective in helping students achieve the 

expected competencies. Continuous and comprehensive curriculum 

evaluation will ultimately help create an education system that is more 

responsive, adaptive and relevant to the needs of the times. 

Implementing a new curriculum in secondary schools is often faced 

with various complex challenges. One of the main challenges is the readiness 

of human resources, especially teachers, in adapting new teaching methods 

that may be different from the traditional methods they have mastered. Most 

secondary schools still face gaps in adequate training and professional 

development for teachers to master the latest curriculum (Lubis & Priyadi, 

2022). Apart from that, limited facilities and infrastructure that support 

curriculum implementation, such as access to technology and complete 

teaching materials, are also significant obstacles. Without adequate support 

and facilities, schools will have difficulty in providing relevant and meaningful 

learning in accordance with the demands of the new curriculum (Djoeaeriah & 

Iskandar, 2024). 

 

RESEARCH METHOD 

The study in this research is qualitative with literature. The literature 

study research method is a research approach that involves the analysis and 

synthesis of information from various literature sources that are relevant to a 

particular research topic. Documents taken from literature research are 

journals, books and references related to the discussion you want to research 

(Earley, M.A. 2014; Snyder, H. 2019). 

 

RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

Implementation of the Independent Learning Curriculum in Middle Schools 

The implementation of the Independent Learning Curriculum in 

secondary schools raises new hopes in the world of Indonesian education. This 

curriculum emphasizes more independent, creative and contextual learning, 

allowing students to explore their interests and talents in more depth 

(Damanik et al., 2024). With this approach, students are encouraged to be 

more proactive in the learning process, not only as recipients of information, 

but also as critical seekers and processors of information. To support this, the 

use of technology and innovative learning methods is a priority, including 

project-based learning and collaboration between students. 

However, the implementation of the Independent Learning Curriculum 

in secondary schools cannot be separated from various challenges that 



 

3326 
 

require serious attention. One of the main challenges is the mental readiness 

and skills of teachers in carrying out their role as learning facilitators, no 

longer just providing material. This paradigm change requires ongoing 

professional training and development so that teachers can provide learning 

that is in accordance with the principles of Freedom to Learn (Wibowo et al., 

2022). Apart from that, differences in technological infrastructure between 

schools in urban and rural areas are also an obstacle, given the unequal access 

to equipment and adequate internet connections. 

Then, the importance of support from all stakeholders, including 

parents, students and school administration, should not be ignored. Effective 

socialization and continuous communication regarding the benefits and 

mechanisms of the Independent Learning Curriculum are the keys to obtaining 

full support and reducing resistance to change (Agus et al., 2023). Regular 

evaluation and feedback mechanisms from the implementation of this 

curriculum are also very necessary to ensure that the desired educational 

goals are achieved well. With strong cooperation and commitment from 

various parties, it is hoped that the Independent Learning Curriculum can 

create a generation that is intelligent, creative and ready to face global 

challenges (Sumantri, 2023). 

Continuing the implementation of the Merdeka Belajar Curriculum, it is 

important to create a flexible and enjoyable learning environment for 

students. This can be realized through preparing a more dynamic and varied 

schedule, allowing students to be involved in various learning activities that 

are both challenging and interesting. Schools can integrate extracurricular 

activities or learning outside the classroom as part of the curriculum, offering 

students the opportunity to learn from real-life experiences. The use of 

adaptive classrooms and encouraging cross-disciplinary learning is also an 

important aspect that can spur creativity and innovation among students 

(Pertiwi, 2023). 

Technology support is another integral part that must be optimized in 

supporting the Independent Learning Curriculum. The use of digital platforms 

for distance learning, open learning resources, and educational applications 

can expand students' access to information and learning materials that may 

previously have been inaccessible (Stoiber, 2024). In this context, schools 

need to ensure that all supporting infrastructure is in optimal condition, and 

there is a good technology management policy so that its use is effective and 

efficient. Regular training and developing the digital skills of students and 

teachers must also be a priority, to support the skills needed in the digital era. 
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As an ongoing step, evaluation focuses on learning outcomes, not just 

final results or test scores. An inclusive and comprehensive competency 

assessment, covering cognitive, affective and psychomotor aspects should be 

implemented, so that student development can be monitored more 

holistically. The role of counseling is also increasingly important to facilitate 

students in overcoming personal and academic challenges that arise during 

learning (Hayat et al., 2023). In this way, the Independent Learning Curriculum 

is not only a program to improve the quality of education, but also a catalyst 

for students' personal and social development. 

 

Factors That Influence Teacher Readiness in Implementing the Independent 

Curriculum 

Teiache irs' re iadine iss to imple ime int the i Indeipe indeint Curriculum is 

influe inceid by various factors, one i of which is thei teiache ir's knowle idge i and 

undeirstanding of thei curriculum itse ilf. A de ie ip unde irstanding of thei principle is 

and obje ictiveis of thei Indeipe indeint Curriculum and how to impleime int theim in 

thei classroom is ve iry crucial. Inteinsivei and ongoing training and workshop 

programs for te iache irs can heilp improve i this undeirstanding (Lao & Yan, 2024). 

Apart from that, thei e ixisteince i of cleiar guide ilineis and supporting re isource is 

such as module is and te iaching mate irials will re ially heilp te iache irs in de isigning, 

imple ime inting and eivaluating thei leiarning proceiss according to thei neiw 

curriculum. 

Anotheir factor that influeinceis te iache ir re iadine iss is thei availability and 

skills in using eiducational teichnology. In thei digital eira, the i usei of teichnology 

in thei teiaching and leiarning proceiss has beicome i an important aspe ict. 

Teiache irs who are i familiar and skille id in using various digital platforms and 

teichnology-base id te iaching tools will be i be itteir pre ipare id to imple ime int 

inteiractive i and e iffe ictive i le iarning. Training on eiducational teichnology and 

acce iss to adeiquate i e iquipme int and infrastructure i also deite irminei teiache ir 

re iadine iss in impleime inting thei Indeipe indeint Curriculum (Widyawati e it al., 

2024). 

In addition, support from the i school e invironmeint and colleiague is plays 

an important rolei in teiache ir re iadine iss. Principals and school manage imeint 

who are i proactive i in providing re isource is, building a collaborative i culture i, and 

providing motivation to teiache irs will increiase i te iache ir confideince i and 

re iadine iss. Me intoring programs and le iarning communitieis among te iache irs 

can also be i a forum for e ixchanging e ixpe irie ince is and innovativei ide ias re ilate id 

to thei imple ime intation of thei Indeipe inde int Curriculum (Susuoroka e it al., 2023). 
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This support cre iate is a conducive i eicosysteim for te iache irs to continuei to 

de iveilop and adapt to thei changeis brought by thei ne iw curriculum. 

Thei neixt factor that influe inceis te iache ir re iadine iss in imple ime inting thei 

Indeipe indeint Curriculum is fle ixibility and cre iativity in te iaching. Thei Me irde ika 

Curriculum e imphasize is le iarning that can be i adapte id to studeints' neie ids and 

poteintial (Fitri e it al., 2023). The ire ifore i, te iacheirs are i re iquire id to be i able i to 

de isign varie id and innovativei le iarning activitieis, as we ill as use i inte iractive i and 

stude int-ceinteire id le iarning me ithods. The i ability to asse iss stude int neieids and 

make i adjustme ints to curriculum and teiaching meithods is eisse intial. Theire ifore i, 

teiache irs who havei high creiativity and fle ixibility in teiaching approache is will bei 

be itteir pre ipare id to imple ime int thei Indeipe indeint Curriculum. 

Psychological factors also play an important rolei in teiacheir re iadine iss. 

Seilf-confide incei, motivation, and einthusiasm to continuei to improvei oneise ilf 

are i aspe icts that neieid to be i pre ise int in a te iacheir. Te iache irs who havei se ilf-

confideince i and confideincei in theiir abilitie is in imple ime inting thei neiw 

curriculum te ind to adapt and impleime int changeis more i eiasily (Eindang eit al., 

2023). Apart from that, appre iciation and appre iciation from schools or 

stude ints for teiache irs' e ifforts and de idication can also increiase i work 

e inthusiasm and motivation. Training that is not only teichnical but also 

addre isse is psychological and e imotional aspe icts is an important steip to einsure i 

holistic teiache ir re iadine iss (Ningrum e it al., 2024). 

Support from pare ints and thei community cannot bei ignore id in 

e insuring teiache ir re iadine iss in impleime inting thei Indeipe inde int Curriculum. 

Pare ints who undeirstand and support ne iw e iducation policieis and curricula will 

provide i moral e incourage ime int to teiache irs. Good collaboration beitwe ie in 

school and homei in oveircoming various challe ingeis of curriculum 

imple ime intation will streingthein teiacheirs' e ifforts in cre iating an optimal 

le iarning einvironmeint. Activei community participation, including from thei 

gove irnmeint and non-goveirnme int seictors, in providing additional re isource is 

and giving awards to te iacheirs will furthe ir incre iase i re iadine iss and harmonious 

coopeiration for thei succe iss of thei Inde ipe indeint Curriculum (Kheiry e it al., 

2024). 

 

Impact of Curriculum Implementation on Learning Quality 

Imple ime intation of a neiw curriculum such as thei Me irde ika Curriculum 

has a significant impact on thei quality of leiarning. Onei of thei main impacts is 

incre iase id fle ixibility and adaptability in te iaching me ithods. Teiache irs be icome i 

fre ie ir in deisigning and adapting le iarning mate irials according to studeint neieids 
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and characte iristics. This allows for more i pe irsonalize id, re ile ivant and conteixtual 

le iarning, which in turn can increiase i stude ints' inteire ist and motivation to leiarn 

(Payung e it al., 2024). By adopting a more i stude int-ceinteire id approach, the i neiw 

curriculum has the i poteintial to incre iase i stude int eingage ime int and deie ipe in 

theiir unde irstanding of thei mate irial taught. 

Additionally, neiw curricula ofte in inteigratei te ichnology into thei le iarning 

proce iss, which can bring innovation and eifficie incy. Thei use i of digital tools and 

onlinei le iarning platforms allows stude ints to leiarn in a more i inteiractive i and 

e ingaging way. Te ichnology also provide is opportunitieis for te iache irs to track 

stude int progre iss in morei de itail and provide i faste ir and morei spe icific fe ie idback 

(Zaini, 2024). Thus, te ichnology can he ilp oveircome i some i traditional challeingeis 

in leiarning and improve i thei e iffe ictive ineiss of teiaching and le iarning. 

Anotheir positivei impact of imple ime inting thei neiw curriculum is on thei 

de iveilopme int of non-acade imic compeite incieis such as critical thinking skills, 

cre iativity and collaboration. Modeirn curricula ofte in includei re ial-world 

course iwork proje icts, projeict-base id assignme ints, and otheir activitieis that 

stimulate i stude ints to work togeitheir, solvei proble ims, and think outsidei 

conveintional boundarie is. De iveiloping the ise i compe iteincie is is ve iry important to 

pre ipare i stude ints to face i thei challeinge is of thei 21st ceintury world of work 

which continueis to changei and is incre iasingly comple ix (Apoko & Sya'ban, 

2022). By focusing on broadeir compe ite incieis, stude ints can gain a morei holistic 

le iarning eixpe irie ince i. 

Howeive ir, imple ime inting thei neiw curriculum also pre ise ints its own 

challeinge is that can affe ict thei quality of le iarning. Onei of thei main challe inge is 

is thei te iache ir's re iadine iss and ability to imple ime int thei curriculum. Ne iw 

curricula usually re iquire i fundame intal changeis in teiaching approache is, 

re iquiring inte insivei training and ongoing support. If the ire i is insufficie int 

support, te iache irs may fe ie il oveirwhe ilme id and lack se ilf-confide incei, which can 

hindeir thei e iffe ictive ineiss of theiir te iaching (Le iung e it al., 2023). In addition, 

ade iquate i infrastructure i and re isource is are i ne ie ideid to einsure i thei succe iss of 

thei neiw curriculum, including acceiss to teichnology and reile ivant teiaching 

mate irials. Without compre iheinsive i support, thei imple ime intation of a ne iw 

curriculum may not reiach its full poteintial in improving thei quality of leiarning. 

Apart from challeinge is to teiache ir re iadineiss, imple ime inting thei neiw 

curriculum also re iquire is change is in ove irall school culturei and habits. Theise i 

change is re iquire i timei and commitmeint from all partieis involveid, including 

school manage ime int, pare ints and studeints. Adaptation to neiw curricula ofte in 

e incounteirs initial re isistance i from those i unfamiliar with thei neiw approach 
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(Ame il e it al., 2024). To oveircomei this, cleiar communication and good 

collaboration beitweie in schools and thei te iaching community are i thei ke iys to 

succe iss. Thus, it is important for school manage ime int to support this transition 

with eiffe ictivei communication strateigie is and activei participation from all 

school componeints. 

Furthe irmore i, with thei neiw curriculum, e ivaluation of stude int leiarning 

outcomeis also neie ids to bei conside ire id and may reiquire i adjustme ints. 

Traditional asse issme int meithods that only focus on acade imic re isults may not 

be i sufficie int to meiasure i stude ints' abilitieis compre ihe insive ily. A more i holistic 

asse issme int approach that includeis cognitivei, affe ictive i and psychomotor 

aspe icts ne ie ids to be i de ive ilopeid and imple ime inteid (Mahade iw, 2024). This can 

provide i a more i compre ihe insivei picture i of stude int deive ilopmeint and heilp 

teiache irs provide i more i constructivei and use iful fe ie idback to stude ints. 

Thei long-teirm impact of imple ime inting thei neiw curriculum can also bei 

fe ilt in thei formation of a ge ineiration that is be itteir pre ipare id to face i global 

dynamics. With a curriculum that continueis to deive ilop according to curreint 

neie ids, stude ints arei e ixpe icte id to havei skills that arei re ile ivant and adaptivei to 

change i (Ame il e it al., 2024). A holistic and inteigrative i curriculum can e iquip 

stude ints with critical thinking skills, communicatei we ill, and have i high 

cre iativity. Inveistme int in a future i-orieinte id curriculum will ultimate ily produce i 

quality human reisource is capable i of compeiting at thei global leive il 

(Muashomah e it al., 2024). 

Although thei impact of imple ime inting a neiw curriculum on thei quality 

of leiarning has many positivei aspe icts, truei succe iss de ipe inds on how 

challeinge is are i oveircome i and how support is provide id. Succe issful 

imple ime intation reiquire is care iful planning, consisteint impleime intation, and 

continuous eivaluation. All stakeiholdeirs in thei e iducation eicosysteim neie id to 

collaboratei to einsure i thei goals of thei ne iw curriculum are i achie iveid, so that in 

thei e ind it can provide i maximum be ine ifits for stude int de ive ilopmeint and thei 

oveirall quality of e iducation (Prahastina e it al., 2024). 

 

CONCLUSION 

Eivaluation of thei imple ime intation of the i Indeipe indeint Le iarning 

Curriculum in se icondary schools shows that teiache ir re iadine iss plays a crucial 

rolei in thei succe iss of thei program. On thei onei hand, this program provide is 

fre ie idom for teiacheirs to deisign leiarning activitieis that arei more i conteixtual 

and re ileivant to studeints' neie ids. Howe ive ir, thei main challeinge i face id is how to 

e iquip te iache irs with thei ne iceissary compe iteincie is to adopt this neiw approach. 
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Many teiache irs still neie id inteinsive i training and ongoing support to bei able i to 

inteigrate i thei more i dynamic and cre iative i teiaching me ithods deimande id by thei 

Me irde ika Be ilajar curriculum. 

Thei implications of thei reisults of this e ivaluation also show that 

systeimic support from all school componeints and otheir stake iholdeirs is ve iry 

important. Schools neie id to providei facilitieis and infrastructure i that support 

cre iative i le iarning proce isse is, as we ill as manage ime int that is re isponsive i to 

teiache irs' profe issional de iveilopme int ne ie ids. In addition, activei participation 

from pare ints and the i community in supporting and unde irstanding theisei 

change is will bei veiry he ilpful in eincouraging teiache ir re iadine iss and succe issful 

curriculum imple ime intation. Thus, the i succe iss of the i Me irde ika Be ilajar 

Curriculum not only deipe inds on individual te iache ir re iadine iss, but also on a 

collaborativei and holistic frame iwork that involveis thei e intirei e iducational 

e icosysteim. 
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