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Abstract 

This study aims to analyze students' learning styles in Islamic Religious Education (PAI) 
lessons at Kartika Lima Elementary School (V) and their relationship with improving 
academic achievement. Learning style is one of the important factors that influence 
students' success in understanding subject matter. This research used a descriptive 
qualitative approach with data collection methods through interviews, observations, and 
document studies. The research subjects were fourth and fifth grade students and PAI 
teachers. The results showed that students have various learning styles, including visual, 
auditory, and kinesthetic learning styles. The selection of learning methods that suit 
students' learning styles is proven to improve their understanding of the material, thus 
having a positive impact on academic achievement. This finding indicates that PAI teachers 
need to adapt varied and inclusive learning strategies to meet the needs of students' 
learning styles. This research is expected to be a reference for educators in optimizing 
students' potential through appropriate learning approaches, as well as contributing to 
the development of effective PAI learning strategies at the elementary school level. 
Keywords: Learning Style, Islamic Religious Education, Factors, Implementation. 

 
INTRODUCTION 

Analysis of student learning styles in Islamic Religious Education (PAI) lessons in 

elementary schools is an important topic to understand how teaching methods and 

learning media can affect student learning outcomes. Students' varied learning styles 

require different approaches from teachers to be able to maximize their learning potential 

(Nazla et al., 2023). Research shows that an interactive and supportive teaching style can 

improve their interest and learning outcomes (Lekahena, 2024; Yelsi, 2023; Anwar et al., 

2020). Therefore, it is important for teachers to adapt their teaching methods to suit 
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students' learning styles (Adiyono, 2021; Adiyono et al., 2022; Adiyono et al., 2023; Adiyono 

et al., 2024). 

Knowing the student's learning style is very important for teachers, so teachers will 

be able to arrange each class according to the individual needs of each student (Adiyono, 

2023), at least teachers will try to determine various learning methods based on the 

student's learning style. Learning style is a way of describing how everyone learns or 

everyone focuses on the process and understands difficulties and new information 

through different perceptions. 

One of the approaches that can be applied is the use of innovative learning media. 

For example, the use of media such as KOMIKIDS, which is designed to make it easier for 

students to understand hadith material, shows that engaging learning media can improve 

student understanding (Puspita et al., 2022). In addition, the use of multimedia in PAI 

learning has also proven to be effective in delivering material in a more interesting and 

interactive way (Safitri et al., 2023), so that students are more involved in the learning 

process (Sulistiawati, 2024; Adiyono et al., 2023)). Another study shows that the 

integration of realia and virtual media in PAI learning can increase the effectiveness of 

teaching in elementary schools (Masnunah, 2018). 

In addition, the application of a scientific approach in PAI learning in primary schools 

also shows positive results. This approach not only focuses on the cognitive aspect 

(Adiyono et al., 2023; Kabariah et al., 2023), but also on the development of students' 

character (Ritonga, 2017; Hayati, 2023). This is in line with the Independent Learning policy 

launched by the government, which aims to provide freedom to students in learning and 

develop their potential optimally (Darise, 2021; Suryana & Iskandar, 2022). In this context, 

the role of school principals (Adiyono et al., 2022) and teachers is very important to create 

a supportive learning environment (Suryana & Iskandar, 2022; Adiyono et al., 2023). 

Finally, it is important to note that a student's learning style can be affected by a 

variety of factors, including their motivation to learn and their individual characteristics. 

Research shows that learning styles contribute significantly to student learning outcomes, 

and learning motivation also has an important role in the learning process (Ningrat & 

Sumantri, 2019). Therefore, teachers need to recognize and understand their students' 
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learning styles to be able to implement appropriate and effective teaching 

strategies.Thus, the analysis of student learning styles in PAI lessons in elementary 

schools requires a holistic approach, combining interactive teaching methods, the use of 

innovative media, and the application of approaches that support student character 

development. This will not only improve student learning outcomes, but also shape their 

character as a better generation. 

 
RESEARCH METHODS 

This study uses a qualitative approach to analyze students' learning styles in Islamic 

Religious Education (PAI) lessons and their relationship with the improvement of academic 

achievement. This approach aims to explore in-depth data on the various learning styles 

that students have (Adiyono, 2022), such as visual, auditory, and kinesthetic. The location 

of the research was carried out at Kartika Lima Elementary School (V), with research 

subjects including grade IV and V students, PAI subject teachers, and students' parents as 

supporting informants. 

Data collection is carried out through several methods. Interviews are conducted 

with teachers and students to understand the preferences of learning styles and teaching 

strategies applied. Observations are carried out during the learning process to identify 

patterns of student interaction with learning materials (Adiyono et al., 2024). The 

questionnaire is used to classify students' learning styles based on visual, auditory, and 

kinesthetic indicators. In addition, student academic achievement data is obtained 

through documentation studies, such as assignment grades, exams, and academic reports. 

The collected data is analyzed using thematic analysis techniques, which include data 

reduction, categorization, interpretation, and conclusion drawn. The validity of the data is 

guaranteed through triangulation techniques, by comparing the results of interviews, 

observations, questionnaires, and documents. The results of the study are expected to 

provide a clear picture of the relationship between students' learning styles and their 

academic achievement, so that it can be a reference to improve the quality of PAI learning 

in elementary schools. 

 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

Before discussing the results of the study, it is important to understand that 

learning style is one of the key elements that affect the learning process of students. Each 
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student has unique preferences in receiving, processing, and understanding information, 

which can be grouped into visual, auditory, and kinesthetic learning styles. Teachers who 

are able to identify students' learning styles effectively can design more relevant and 

interesting learning methods, so that they have the potential to improve student 

understanding and learning outcomes. In the context of Islamic Religious Education (PAI) 

subjects, understanding students' learning styles is increasingly important, considering the 

diversity of backgrounds and ways in which students interpret learning materials. Based 

on this, this study aims to explore how the learning style of students at Kartika Lima (V) 

Elementary School contributes to the achievement of academic achievement, as well as 

providing recommendations for more effective learning strategies. 

Student Learning Style in Islamic Religious Education (PAI) Subjects 

Learning style is a way to receive, process, remember and apply information easily. 

By knowing the student's learning style, teachers can help students learn according to the 

student's learning style so that students' learning achievement can grow well through 

learning that suits their learning style. Each student tends to have different learning styles 

that are useful for learning, processing, and communication (Anwar et al, 2023). Not only 

are each student inclined to one learning style (Sapitri et al., 2023), they also take 

advantage of certain combinations of learning styles that give them certain natural talents 

and shortcomings (Suparmin, S & Adiyono, 2023). While "learning style is a way of 

recognizing various preferred learning methods that may be more effective for the 

student". 

A learning style is a consistent way that a student does in capturing stimuli or 

information, a way of remembering, thinking and solving problems. Learning style is the 

preferred way a person processes experience or information. Learning style is defined as 

a way of consistency of individuals to construct knowledge that encompasses a drive for 

creativity between four learning models that significantly affect knowledge, skills or 

attitudes (Mardhatillah et al., 2023) through learning or experience (Saraya et al., 2023). 

There are several types of learning styles, namely: 

1. Visual Learning Style 

Visual learning style is a learning style that makes more use of vision. People 

with a visual learning style will see or imagine what is being talked about. In 

addition, she has a strong sensitivity to color, in addition to having a sufficient 
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understanding of artistic issues (Ina Magdalena & Amanda Nur Affifah, 2020). The 

method used should be focused on demonstrations and media and then their 

titles to use objects related to the lesson, or show the props directly to the 

students or draw them on the board (Adila et al., 2023). Children with visual 

learning styles must look at the teacher's body language style and facial 

expressions to understand the topic. They tend to sit in the front so that they can 

see clearly. They think using images in the brain and using visual displays (such as 

charts, picture textbooks, and videos) to learn faster. In class, children with visual 

learning styles prefer to write down details to get information. 

The characteristics of students with a visual learning style are: a) neat and 

organized, b) speaking quickly, c) usually not distracted by fuss remembering 

what is seen rather than what is heard, e) preferring to read rather than read, f) 

fast and diligent readers, g) often knowing what to say, but not good at choosing 

words, h) remembering visual associations, i) having trouble remembering 

verbal instructions unless they are written, and often asking people for help to 

repeat them, j) being meticulous about details (Ina Magdalena & Amanda Nur 

Affifah, 2020). Visual students are more likely to remember information by 

witnessing the source of the information firsthand. 

The results of the study show that students with an auditory learning style 

at Kartika Lima Elementary School (V) tend to understand Islamic Religious 

Education (PAI) material more easily through verbal explanations, group 

discussions, and listening to lectures or stories. They show high engagement 

when teachers deliver material orally or through activities such as questions and 

answers (Rohmawati et al., 2023). In addition, auditory students are also more 

responsive to learning that uses audio media, such as recorded lectures or 

educational songs that are relevant to the material. However, the challenge 

faced by auditory students is the difficulty of understanding the material if it is 

only presented in visual or textual form without oral explanation. Thus, it is 

important for PAI teachers to involve more verbal elements in teaching methods 

to support students with auditory learning styles to achieve optimal academic 

achievement. 



International Journal of Teaching and Learning (INJOTEL)                                                     
Vol. 3 No. 6, June 2025, pages: 752~772 

e-ISSN: 3025-8308  

 

 

2. Auditory Learning Style 

The auditory learning style is learning through listening. Students with 

auditory learning styles can control their learning success through their ears, 

teachers must pay attention to students down to hearing aids. Children with 

auditory learning styles can learn faster through oral discussions and listening to 

what the teacher is told. Children's hearing can digest the meaning conveyed 

through speech, the high and low level of verbal skills, and the speed of speech. 

Characteristics of auditory learning styles: likes to talk to themselves while 

working, learns to listen and remember what is discussed rather than what is 

seen, enjoys reading aloud, moves lips and speaks while reading, spelling aloud 

better than writing. Advantages of auditory learning style: easy to imitate other 

people's words in a short time, have good grammar, if presenting a work can do 

well. Weaknesses of auditory learning style: it is difficult to remember if you read 

it silently and are easily distracted by noise. 

The results of the study show that students with auditory learning styles at 

Kartika Lima Elementary School (V) have an easier time understanding Islamic 

Religious Education (PAI) materials through hearing-based learning methods, 

such as lectures, discussions, and questions and answers. Students with this style 

tend to have good listening skills and are able to absorb information effectively 

when the teacher conveys the material verbally (Aini, Q, 2023). They are also 

more responsive to audio learning media, such as Islamic story recordings or 

religious-themed songs, which helps improve their memory and understanding 

of the material (Istiqomah et al., 2023). However, auditory students tend to be 

less optimal if faced with learning that is only text- or image-based without verbal 

explanation. Therefore, teachers are expected to integrate hearing-based 

learning strategies to facilitate the needs of auditory students to the maximum. 

3. Kinesthetic learning styles 

The kineathetic learning style involves learning through movement, work, and 

touch. Children with kinesthetic learning can learn by moving, touching, and 

doing things. Children like this find it difficult to sit still for a few hours because 

they have a strong desire for activity and exploration. Students with this learning 

style can learn through movement and touch. 
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Characteristics of kinesthetic learning styles: not easily distracted by chaotic 

circumstances, remembering through learning and seeing, learning through 

manipulation and practice, liking games that keep them busy, and using fingers 

as clues when reading. Advantages of the kinesthetic learning style: excellent 

eye-hand cooperation, smart in sports, and generally presentable looks. 

Disadvantages of kinesthetic learning style: weaknesses of kinesthetic learning 

style: sitting for a long time while listening to things will be easily restless and 

frustrated so that they need a little rest, are not good at spelling words, are not 

good at geography. 

Islamic religious education is a conscious and planned effort to prepare 

students to know, understand, believe, be pious, have noble deeds, practice the 

teachings of Islam from the main sources of the holy books of the Quran and al- 

Hadith, through guidance, teaching, training, and the use of experience. 

In the implementation of learning activities, educators are not only required 

to master subject matter, strategies, and teaching methods, using media or 

learning tools. But educators must also create situations and conditions for 

teaching and learning to run well according to plan and achieve the desired goals. 

Therefore, the learning style of Islamic religious education is very important 

for a teacher to know where the learning style greatly affects the learning 

process of students towards Islamic education lessons. If a teacher already 

knows what kind of learning style is suitable for his students, then the teacher 

will be easier in the teaching process and students will also be easier to 

understand what the teacher conveys. 

According to Mr. Juaini Harmaen, S.Pd as a PAI teacher at Kartika V Tanah 

Grogot Elementary School, said that every child has a diflerent way of learning and 

each has its own disadvantages and advantages so I have to use a learning method 

that varies according to the needs of students. So far, I have not been able to 

confirm that Kartika V Tanah Grogot students are more dominant in using what kind 

of learning style because it takes quite a long time to research, but in my opinion 

most students are more inclined to auditory learning styles. 
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Implementation of Student Learning Styles 

Before learning is carried out, educators must know and understand the learning 

style of the students to be taught. As explained earlier, students have different learning 

styles. Educators must be able to accommodate all three learning styles. Students with an 

auditory learning style tend to absorb learning information through hearing, therefore, to 

maximize the potential of students with this learning style is (Sentot Setia Budi et al., 2021). 

1. Vary the vocals when giving explanations, such as intonation, volume of voice, or 

speed. 

2. Explain the material repeatedly. 

3. Find an explanation of the material using songs. 

4. When studying, let students read aloud. 

Meanwhile, students with a visual learning style tend to use their sense of vision to 

understand learning information. Therefore, to maximize the potential of students with a 

visual style is. 

1. Providing learning by using various forms of graphics to convey information or 

subject matter. 

2. Use color images, graphs, tables as learning media. 

3. Use every picture/writing/object in the classroom as a learning resource. 

4. Use color to highlight important things. 

5. Invite students to illustrate their ideas on pictures. 

Then, students with a kinesthetic learning style tend to use physical activities or 

movements to understand learning information. Therefore, to maximize the potential of 

students with a visual style is. 

1. Don't force your child to study for hours. 

2. Invite children to learn while exploring their environment. 

3. Providing learning in a way that is always physically oriented and moves a lot. 

4. Learn through experience using models or props, learning in the lab, and playing 

while learning. 

5. Test memory by looking directly at facts in the field. 

6. Increase simulations and role playing. 

As stated by Mr. Juaini Harmaen, S.Pd as a PAI teacher at Kartika V Tanah Grogot 

Elementary School said that "for the implementation or application of learning styles, there 
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are quite a lot of obstacles and challenges because this PAI material is quite complex so that 

as a teacher you must really be able to adjust the learning style to the material. Elementary 

school children are a time to play, so we must be able to combine play with learning so that 

without them realizing it, when they play, they are also learning. The implementation of this 

learning style really needs the example of a teacher because the student will emulate his 

teacher from what he sees and hears". 

From the explanation in the implementation of this learning style, it really must be 

adjusted to the student's learning style and also what material is being taught. For 

example, if the learning material is about prayer, the teacher must use a kinesthetic 

learning style where the teacher can invite students to practice prayer. 

Factors Affecting Students' Learning Styles 

There are some children who have a very difficult time receiving learning and some 

are very easy. There are several factors that affect the student learning process, namely: 

a) Internal Factors 

The internal factors referred to here are things that are directly related to 

students, both as individuals and learners. A teacher should see the student as a 

whole human being, consisting of physical and spiritual. The two elements 

contained in a human being are inseparable and at the same time different from 

each other. Because individual differences are what require an educator to always 

strive so that the learning process can achieve the goals that have been planned. 

Recognizing these individual varieties will make it easier for teachers to determine 

the right method. Therefore, a teacher must know the things that affect the 

learning of his students that come from his personal self first. These things include: 

1. Innate Factors 

Every human being has characteristics that are carried from birth that come 

from hereditary factors. The differences in individual characteristics of children 

as subjects of education can be seen from the physical, intellectual, emotional, 

social, language, talent, values, morals, and attitudes (Huda, S & Adiyono, 2023). 

From each aspect shows different individual characteristics, so that each 

individual as a physical and spiritual unity manifests himself as a whole, namely 

his uniqueness. 
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The uniqueness and individual differences are influenced by the differences 

in innate factors and the environment owned by each individual. These 

individual differences have imperative implications for each educational service 

to pay attention to the unique and varied characteristics of students. 

2. Intelligence 

Intelligence is the ability of individuals to adapt to new needs by using 

thinking tools that are in accordance with their goals. Intelligence largely 

depends on the offspring and life experiences that they have experienced 

(Wati, 2021). Every child has the potential to develop at his own pace. The 

potential that children have is different from each other, so it requires different 

learning. The learning provided must be able to optimize the existing potential 

so that it can be used as a life skill. 

According to Gardner in the theory of Multiple Intelligence, it is explained 

that there are differences in personal intelligence in each child, each of whom 

has the potential to develop according to his or her talents. There are eight 

intelligences according to Gardner, namely: linguistic, logical-mathematical, 

musical, body kinesthetic, spatial, interpersonal, intrapersonal, naturalist. The 

role of education in this case is as an environmental provider that is able to 

stimulate the emergence of the child's potential. Gerver suggested that if 

education wants to be successful, it must strive to develop children's potential 

so that they can face future challenges by providing the right learning 

environment. 

3. Physical Condition and Psychomotor Proficiency 

This factor also has an effect in responding to stimuli that come from 

outside. Children assimilate and accommodate through the physical by 

manipulating their environment in active learning or learning by doing. 

Therefore, a teacher is required to be active in processing individual methods 

and approaches when dealing with students who have abnormalities (physical 

and mental disabilities) in learning activities (Adiyono, 2020; Adiyono, 2021; 

Adiyono et al., 2023). 

It is not an intention to discriminate when there is a classification of 

educational levels that is devoted to dealing with children who have mental 
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retardation, such as SLB (Special Schools), because indeed the treatment is 

different from most children in normal physical conditions, both in terms of 

curriculum, methods, media and even educators are not the same as ordinary 

schools. 

4. Emotional Situations 

In the context of understanding the emotional state of children before 

entering the learning environment, the basic principle that needs to be built is 

that no child enters the learning environment in an empty state without 

carrying knowledge. A child's experience when heading to school can affect a 

child's cognotative. When students are no longer happy in the classroom, what 

happens is boredom which leads to a loss of enthusiasm to respond to the 

lessons delivered by the teacher. 

5. Student Age 

Age is the length of life that a person has lived. If returned to the definition 

of learning, which is the process of changing behavior obtained from exercises 

and experiences, then the age of the student will greatly affect the absorption 

of the next experience. Laird states that a person's experience is greatly 

influenced by their childhood experience. The behavior of people in the present 

is an accumulation of past experiences, both positive and negative experiences. 

6. Student Gender 

The gender of the student is also something that needs to be considered. 

Female students, for example, tend to be spoiled by their teachers and need full 

attention because of their gentle and sensual characteristics. In contrast to 

male students who are indeed independent. For this reason, a teacher is 

required to be able to adapt to his students in the classroom and be good at 

processing learning approach methods in order to achieve educational goals. 

b) External Factors 

External factors can be interpreted as problems that are not directly related to 

students as individuals, but play a role and even dominate influencing the level of 

success and failure of the learning process (Halimah et al., 2022). In handling it, this 

factor is more complicated than internal factors because of its complexity and 
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variation, and is related to many factors and many parties (Murni & Adiyono 2024). 

These factors include: 

1. Family Environment 

The wise man's saying, " al Bayt awwalul madrasah" (Family is the first 

school) is true. That is, long before the human child learns to understand school 

lessons, he first receives lessons from his family. The enthusiasm of the student 

in the classroom is greatly influenced by the excitement when he or she departs 

from a pleasant home. Likewise, students will be depressed in class if they leave 

home after hearing their parents arguing. This is because a child's brain memory 

is preceded by unpleasant input and stored in his brain memory. 

Families who care about their children's education are certainly supporters 

(reinforcements) in achieving success and learning achievement (Badru et al., 

2023). For professional teachers, of course, they will dive into the state of the 

student's family which is considered necessary to get special attention. Because 

the teacher's job is to change children's memory when they are in the classroom 

with various methods so that children are ready to receive new lessons. 

2. School Environment 

The school environment also greatly affects the development of children in 

the learning process. One of the most absolute things that must be in schools 

to support learning success is the existence of rules and discipline that are 

enforced consequentially and consistently (Rahayuningtias et al., 2021). This 

discipline must be enforced comprehensively, from the school leaders 

concerned, teachers, students, to other school employees. Friends are also very 

influential with whom they meet and play together almost every day. 

3. Community Environment 

The community environment is an external factor that affects student 

learning. What is meant in this case is an environment where students live with 

their families in one community. Anyone with whom students get along in the 

surrounding community when they come home from school is a very influential 

factor in the formation of the next student's character (Rosmini et al., 2024). 

Environmental factors are very influential because even though a child is born 
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well, he or she is in a bad environment, a child/student can be affected so that 

it can hinder the success of teachers in the teaching and learning process. 

CONCLUSION 

This study concludes that students at Kartika Lima Elementary School (V) have 

diverse learning styles, namely visual, auditory, and kinesthetic, which significantly affects 

their success in understanding Islamic Religious Education (PAI) lessons. The visual 

learning style helps students understand the material through images and diagrams, the 

auditory learning style is more effective through verbal explanations and discussions, while 

the kinesthetic learning style relies on practical activities and hands-on experience. 

Adjustments to teaching methods by PAI teachers that are tailored to students' learning 

styles have been proven to be able to increase their learning motivation and academic 

achievement. 

By understanding the importance of learning styles, teachers are advised to 

implement more varied and inclusive learning strategies in order to meet the needs of all 

students. In addition, collaboration between teachers, students, and parents is important 

in creating a supportive learning environment. The results of this study are expected to 

make a practical contribution to improving the effectiveness of PAI learning in elementary 

schools, as well as being an input for the development of educational policies that are 

more oriented to the individual needs of students. 
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